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Chrisman is one-to-one
Online classwork improves skills; all grade 6-12 students get Chromebooks next year

CAST IS READY FOR OPENING NIGHT

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

These students are tasked with carrying a large part of the Chrisman High School performance of “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” The narrator’s role is split between the three young women seated left to right, 
Lindsey Franz, Rylee Lorton and Addison Pickett. Standing are Colby Phipps, left, who plays Joseph, and Kaiden 
Moody, right, who is one of the brothers in the ensemble but rocks and rolls in the second act as the Egyptian Pha-
raoh.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Starting 
with the 2019-2020 school 
year, Chrisman students be-
tween grades six and 12 will 
do classwork as it is done at 
the college level – online.

The board of education 
met Monday, March 11, and 
approved a plan to purchase a 
sufficient number of Chrome-
books so each student in the 
junior high and high school 
will have a device assigned to 
them for schoolwork. An Illi-
nois State Board of Education 
School Improvement Grant is 
paying more than 76 percent 
of the cost for the Chrome-
book purchases as well as up-
grading the building’s Wi-Fi 

infrastructure to accommo-
date the increased demand by 
so many more devices on the 
system. District funds cover 
the remaining balance associ-
ated with the switch.

“That’s a massive, positive 
change,” said interim superin-
tendent Jim Acklin.

A move to one-to-one ed-
ucation has been in the works 
for a while after the junior 
high produced a lackluster 
performance on last year’s 
state achievement tests. An in-
depth review of the school to 
determine why revealed a se-
rious lack of access to technol-
ogy and students’ inability to 
do simple things like efficient 
keyboarding. 

The proposal to move the 

junior high to one-to-one ed-
ucation was made during the 
February board meeting by 
principal Cole Huber. He said 
at that time Chrisman stu-
dents who cannot use a key-
board properly are seriously 
handicapped when it comes 
to taking the timed, online 
achievement tests. There is no 
option to do the tests as pen 
and paper. The Chromebooks 
can be used to take the tests.

Besides the improved key 
boarding skills, the Chrome-
books open access to a large 
range of educational material 
and allow the students to sub-
mit their work online just as it 
is done at the college level. 

During the February board 
meeting, board member Cory 

Chaney again voiced his sup-
port for the district to pro-
vide students with a laptop or 
similar device. He said it did 
not make sense to purchase 
Chromebooks for junior high 
students to use and then take 
away that access when they 
get in high school.

Acklin reported during 
the March 11 meeting some 
Chromebooks are already 
available at the high school for 
student use and estimated an-
other $17,000 as sufficient to 
buy what is needed.

“We could get 55 more 
and be one-to-one in the high 
school and junior high school 
in one fell swoop,” said Acklin.

 Responding to board 
questions, Huber said the dis-

trict’s information technology 
vendor knows software that 
will prevent the devices from 
conducting inappropriate 
searches. The principal also 
noted the devices will stay on 
campus but there may be oc-
casional special circumstances 
when they are allowed to go 
home so students can com-
plete assignments.

He said Chrisman will be 
more restrictive than other 
one-to-one schools regarding 
the devices.

“Other schools look at 
them like they are textbooks,” 
said Huber. “They can go 
home with students and be 
used like that.”

The commitment to one-
See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The next musical 
by Chrisman High School students 
is perhaps the most ambitious proj-
ect so far at the school.

“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat” by the ground-
breaking team of Tim Rice and An-
drew Lloyd Webber requires a big 
cast prepared to put full energy into 
a nonstop performance.

“The cool thing is it is all sung. 
There’s no dialog,” said principal 
Cole Huber, who is directing the 
show. “I’ve never done a show like 
this where it is all singing and danc-
ing all of the time. There is no down 
time.”

It is also the biggest cast he has 
ever managed. The cast has 24 high 
school and junior high school stu-
dents, two teachers and 15 elemen-
tary students.

Picking a show for the high school 
students to perform is a matter of 
balancing several factors. Having 

“Dreamcoat” in Chrisman

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers as retribution for their father’s 
blatant favoritism. Colby Phipps has the lead role in the Chrisman High 
School production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”See JOSEPH, Page 12A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The on-again, off-again effort to 
get a bridge constructed over Sugar 
Creek at Staley Road has another 
green light.

A solitary bid was received in 
February and rejected as too high 
over the engineering estimates. The 
project was subsequently rebid, 
and Aaron Lawson, Edgar Coun-
ty Highway Engineer, reported at 
the Wednesday, March 13, county 
board meeting, the new round of 
bidding resulted in two bids that 
were fairly close between them but 
still higher than the original esti-
mate.

Lawson recommended the 
county board accept the $1.4 mil-
lion bid from William Charles 
Construction of Rockford. Board 
chairman Jeff Voigt also endorsed 
the plan noting the Charles’ pro-
posal allows the highway depart-
ment to do some of the work as 
day labor to help keep costs down. 
Awarding of the contract is depen-
dent on Illinois Department of 
Transportation concurrence.

The next major hurdle is cutting 
down trees before April 1 and the 
start of the Indiana Brown Bat mi-
gration. The endangered species of 
bats prefers roosting in trees, which 
also serve as maternity colonies for 
females. Failure to remove the trees 
by April 1 means a delay until Nov. 
1.

“We are confident we can get 
the tress down in this sloppy, nasty 
weather,” said Lawson. “If we don’t, 
we lose the season and we don’t 
want to do that.”

When completed, the bridge 
will provide a safe access over Sug-
ar Creek and eliminate a low-water, 
slab crossing in the stream.

Money to pay for the $1.4 mil-
lion project is coming from a va-
riety of sources. The county has 
saved annual state payments for 
township bridges of approximately 
$185,000 each year. This money 
must be used within four years of 
disbursement or it goes back to the 
state.  

Some of state payments were 
used for preliminary engineering 
and right-of-way acquisition. Law-
son said that leaves about 2.5 years 
worth of accrued township bridge 
program money on hand to cover 
one-third of the construction cost.

The remainder of the money 
is $400,000 of local County Aid 
to Township Bridge funds and 

Staley Bridge 
contract 
awarded

See STALEY, Page 11A

Paris 95, Association of Paris Teachers sign contract
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Association of Paris 
Teachers (APT) and Par-
is Union School District 95 
board of education signed a 
three-year contract following 
the Monday, March 11, meet-
ing of the school board.

The contract, according to 
Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson, in-

cludes a 2 percent pay increase 
— including the step — in 
each of the three years of the 
contract. It also includes a 3 
percent retirement incentive, 
he said. Negotiations lasted 
two days, he said.

APT president and Me-
morial School kindergar-
ten teacher Emily Vaughn 
thanked the school board and 
Larson and described the con-

tact as fair and equitable for 
the district’s teachers. Board 
president Kevin Knoepfel 
emphasized the strong work-
ing relationship between the 
district and its teachers. “We 
appreciate all you do for us,” 
he said.

In other business, Larson 
highlighted the positive pro-
grams underway in the Par-
is 95 district, including the 

Pre-School for All, the Paris 
Alternative School and the 
expansion of programs in the 
schools.

Introduced during the 
short meeting were:
nWill Templeton, a 

cross-country state qualifier, 
an eighth grader at Mayo.
nChase Colvin, a fifth 

grader at Wenz School, who 
qualified for the IESA state 

golf tourney. He was the only 
fifth grader in the state to 
make the Peoria tourney.
nRepresentatives of the 

Mayo cheer squad who once 
again competed in the IESA 
state finals, earning 14th place.
nErica Hollis who is 

involved in the Pre-School 
for All program, noting 
the 20 children enrolled 

See PARIS, Page 8A



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

SUNDAY

PATRICK’S DAY RUN
The Paris Pacers are sponsoring 
a St. Patrick’s Day Fun Run March 
17 starting at noon from the Lot 
50 Brewery, 112 East Court Street. 
This is a scavenger type run with 
clues and coins scattered around 
town. Runners are encouraged to 
participate as teams with three to 
four members. The team returning 
to Lot 50 with the most coins is 
the winner and runners are asked 
to dress in green.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.   

TUESDAY

RETIRED TEACHERS TO MEET
The March meeting of the Edgar 
County Retired Teachers’ Associ-
ation is noon Tuesday, March 19, 
at the Brocton Christian Church. 
Guest speaker is Tom Dolan dis-
cussing ways for seniors to keep 
safe in their homes and outside 
in today’s uncertain world. 
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FREE SENIORS TAX ASSISTANCE THROUGH APR. 30
An AARP Foundation Tax-Aide will be at the Marshall Public 
Library every Tuesday and Thursday from March 5 to April 30 
to assist people over the age of 50 in preparing a federal tax 
return.  This free service is for those who cannot afford to hire a 
professional to do the work. AARP membership is not required to 
use the service and there are no sales pitches involved. Appoint-
ments, however, are required as this is not a walk-in services.
Appointments may be scheduled between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and 1-6 p.m. on Thursdays. Appointments for tax help 
can be made by calling the library at 217-826-2535.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

44   30
Prec: 0%

47   27
Prec: 0%

46  28
Prec: 0%

49   35
Prec: 0%

53   36
Prec: 30%

55   38
Prec: 0%

60   40
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Sunny and cool with highs in the 
mid 40s.

SUNDAY — Breezy with mostly sunny 
skies and closer to average highs in the 
upper 40s.

MONDAY — Highs climb into the mid 40s 
under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:01 a.m. 6:59 p.m. 1:55 p.m. 4:00 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:59 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 3:04 p.m. 4:53 a.m.

SATURDAY 6:58 a.m. 7:01 p.m. 4:18 p.m. 5:40 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:56 a.m. 7:02 p.m. 5:33 p.m. 6:21 a.m.

MONDAY 6:55 a.m. 7:03 p.m. 6:47 p.m. 6:59 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:53 a.m. 7:04 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 7:34 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:51 a.m. 7:05 p.m. 9:12 p.m. 8:07 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51°/31°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84° in 1945
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11° in 1906

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.39”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.38”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.93”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.11”

NORMAL:    High: 51   Low:  31     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  

Prognosticator 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and 

the Edgar County community 
to join the discussion to make 
your newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison and 
Roger Stanley
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Michelle Jacobs, Adonna Bennett, 
Tina Jones, Christian Colvin
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs/
Barbara Gard
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-

day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Douglas 
County, Vermilion County and 
Coles County, Ill.

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Postmaster please send 
address changes to The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, 
Ill. 61944.

Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Volume 5, Issue 30

Published by
Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editor

USPS 420-580. Periodicals postage paid  at the Paris,  
Illinois, post office, 61944. The Prairie Press is published once a week, on Satur-
days, by Prairie Beacon, LLC.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

WEDNESDAY

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL 
LIBRARY
The next book chat at the 
Marshall Public Library is 10:30 
a.m. March 20 featuring “The 
Big Smoke,” by Adrian Matejka. 

Call 217-826-2535 or visit www.
marshallillibrary.com.

GARDEN STUDY CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. Wednesday, at the 
First United Methodist Church. 
Ken Brooks of Pa Pa’s Produce 
Patch is the guest speaker.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

CLASS OF 1974 REUNION
There will be a class reunion 
meeting for the class of 1974, in 
the lower level meeting room of 
the Paris Public Library at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, March 21.  Class 
members are encouraged to 
attend.  Please bring updated 

addresses of class members

UPCOMING

I ON DIABETES
I on Diabetes is an informative 
program designed to help those 
newly diagnosed or people still 
struggling to control the disease. 
Topics covered include the 
fundamentals of the disease, key 
nutrients and how they impact di-
abetes, meal planning for diabetes 
management and the importance 
of physical activity. Participants 
will receive copies of recipes and 
as well as sample tasty foods. 
There is no charge to attend and 
all sessions are at Edgar County 
Senior Housing, 602 Highland 
Drive. Session times are: 8:30-
11:30 a.m. March 23; 5:30-8:30 
p.m. March 25; 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
March 27; and 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
March 30. To register or for more 
information call the extension 
office at 217-465-8585.

4-H TACK SWAP MEET
The Edgar County Head, Heart 
and Hooves 4-H Club is sponsor-
ing a tack swap and rummage sale 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. March 23 at the 
4-H Fairgrounds. The event fea-
tures new and gently used tack, 
other supplies, clothing and more 
for the upcoming show and trail 
season. Questions about the event 
may be directed to 217-251-4032.

EXHIBIT OPENS
A Smithsonian Institute traveling 
exhibit “Crossroads: Changes in 
Rural America” opens March 24 
at the Marshall Public Library. A 
special public preview is 2-4 p.m. 
March 24 with a live performance 
by folk singer Chris Vallillo at 
2 p.m. The exhibit continues 
through May 4.

EATING FOR COGNITIVE 
HEALTH
Dementia may not be inevita-
ble and eating properly may 
delay cognitive decline. Mary Liz 
Wright, Nutrition and Wellness 
Educator for Illinois Extension, 
discusses how to eat for brain 
health 1:30 p.m. March 27 at 
Paris Public Library. Reservation 
for the program may be made by 
calling the library, 217-463-3950.

BROCTON RED BARN MARKET
The 19th Brocton Red Barn 
Market featuring a juried event 
of more than 50 vendors selling 
antiques and crafts is 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. April 5 and 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
April 6. For more information 
call 217-385-2450 or visit www.
broctonil.org.

CORRECTION
There was an error in the March 
9 story about the April election 
in Hume. The story stated all of 
the village trustee candidates are 
incumbents for re-election except 
for Seth Eads. Candidate Fern Keys, 
like Eads, is not an incumbent.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Order Deadlines

Grass Carp Fish Orders:  
April 3, 2019

All Other Fish Orders: 
April 11, 2019

Edgar Couty Soil & 

Water Conservation District

Now is the time to order
 your fish for Spring 

stocking of your ponds

 For information on availability or order foms
please call Tara at 217-465-5325 ext. 3 or

tara.hopkins@il.nacdnet.net

Pick-up Dates and Times

Fish Delivery Date: April 19 at 11:00 a.m.

SPRING FISH SALE

TIME 
TO 

ORDER 
FISH
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SHRED
C O M M U N I T Y

I N  H O N O R  O F  
E A R T H  D A Y

DAY
Drop your shredding by your local bank

 and we will ensure
 safe and secure shredding on us!

Please call your local location for drop offs of more
 than 2 boxes / garbage bags full.

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The CARE Collation will be partnering with 
Prospect Bank to collect expired 

or unused medications. 
Drop off will be behind the bank in Paris.

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

“It’s Nicer 
at Nassers

TAX TIME
CLEARANCE

SALE

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

NEW HOURS START APRIL 1, 2019
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  

11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday and Saturday  
8 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sunday  8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Monday

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

RE-ELECT

Harry Hughes
Paris City Commissioner
• Finance Commissioner 

for 12 years
• 1969 graduate of PHS

• Lifelong Paris Resident

VOTE April 2, 2019

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Quick thinking by a group 
of parents waiting to pick up 
their children from Crest-
wood School is being credited 
for saving a 38-year-old Paris 
man’s life Wednesday, March 
13.

First responder Nicole 
Shaughnessy of the Edgar 
County Special Service Area 
Ambulance, which answered 
a call to the chaotic scene, 
said there is no doubt in her 
mind the local residents who 
jumped in to help the man 
saved his life. “As someone 
who has experienced many 
of these type of calls, I can 
tell you the action by this 
group of people saved his life,” 
Shaughnessy said.

The incident began shortly 
before Crestwood dismissed 
Wednesday as parents, grand-
parents and other family 
members arrived to get in line 
for student pickup. 

Shaughnessy said the vic-
tim, who was arriving at the 
school to pick up his junior 
high school age daughter, 
turned into the school drive 
and then just stopped. The 
man slumped over the steer-

ing wheel of his truck and 
when he passed out, his foot 
hit the accelerator and the 
truck ran into another vehicle 
waiting for pickup.

Camille “Cami” Costa 
Kuglin, who was one of the 
parents who came to the 
man’s aid, said Eno Vitale, 
Mike Wilson, Bobby Sinclair, 
Leslie Biemick and Kelli Keys 
immediately came to help the 
man. The men were able to re-
move the man from the truck 
and lay him on the ground 
safely and at that point, he 
had stopped breathing.

Keys, a cardiac registered 
nurse at Union Hospital, 
began CPR chest compres-
sions just as Kuglin arrived, 
pulling into the Crestwood 
entrance. Kuglin and Keys 
began two-person CPR while 
Coach Christy Adkison raced 
for one of the school’s three 
AED — an automated exter-
nal defibrillators.

Kuglin said the man was 
blue and was not breathing. 
She cleaned his face and be-
gan trying to move air but 
was unsuccessful. “We didn’t 
know if it was a heart attack 
or if he had choked,” Kuglin, 
a surgical registered nurse at 
Union Hospital, said. After 
repositioning his head Kug-
lin said her concern about 
forcing vomit into his lungs 
left her, “because he wasn’t 
going to live without air.” Her 
second attempt was success-

ful and she saw his chest rise 
and fall.

Shaughnessy said the great 
thing about the AED is, “You 
don’t have to be a medical 
professional or a paramed-
ic to operate one. It talks to 
you, taking you through the 
steps.”

Kuglin said once the pads 
were attached to the victim’s 
chest — the AED instructs 
the users exactly where to 
place them — the AED began 
talking. 

“First it said ‘analyzing 
rhythm’,” she recalled. The 
AED then responded no 
rhythm detected and sug-
gested the victim be shocked. 
“We all looked at each other 
and agreed he needed to be 
shocked,” she said. Once the 
shock was administered, the 
AED instructed them to con-
tinue CPR.

“Right after that, his right 
arm reached up and grabbed 
my arm and he rolled himself 
over to his side,” Kuglin said. 
The ECSSAA paramedics in-
cluding Shaughnessy arrived 
shortly after and took over, 
she said.

Shaughnessy said the vic-
tim had the right people at 
the right time present for 
his attack. “There’s a cardiac 
nurse, a surgical nurse, a Par-
is fireman (Bobby Sinclair) 
another Paris fireman (Brad 
Hett) who just happened to 
be driving by on his way to 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris High School 
Marching Tigers will step off 
today in the 64th annual Chi-
cago St. Patrick’s Day parade.

 The band and its director, 
Kevin Pruiett, and assistant 
director Jessica Hendrickson, 
left Paris early Friday morning. 
The half-mile parade will be 
broadcast live from noon to 
2 p.m. on ABC7 Chicago via 
www.abc7chicago.com or the 
ABC7 news app. 

Band members and the Paris 
Band Parents have been raising 
money for the three-day trip, 
selling a variety of items in-
cluding Beef House rolls, gar-
bage bags and band fruit. The 

band parents also operate the 
concession stand inside Paris 
High School. 

Friday, the band’s itinerary 
included a visit to the Chica-
go Historical Society, lunch 
and shopping along Michigan 
Avenue, a visit to Millennium 
Park and a photo in front of 
The Bean, as well as  visit to 
the Museum of Science and 
Industry, including an IMAX 
Show. Dinner Friday was at 
the Chicago Hard Rock Café 
followed by “A Bronx Tale!” 
Broadway show at the Oriental 
Theater.

Although the parade does 
not start until noon, the band 
must arrive at the band staging 
area at 9 a.m. The weather fore-

cast is for a high of 40 degrees. 
Band members planned for the 
weather, packing layers to wear 
under their band uniforms.

Following the parade and 
lunch, the band members af-
ternoon includes a visit and 
tour of the Chicago Theater on 
State Street as well as a visit to 
360 Chicago, formerly known 
as the Hancock Observatory. A 
pool party with pizza will con-
clude the day.

A Wendella Lake and river 
cruise through the Chicago 
lock and onto Lake Michigan 
is planned Sunday as well as a 
visit to Andy’s Jazz Club. The 
band members, directors and 
chaperones will arrive home 
late Sunday evening.

Bystanders save Paris man
the vet that were all on the 
scene before paramedics,” 
Shaughnessy said.

Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
was also on the scene with-
in minutes. “The school was 
locked down and eventually 
the children were directed out 
a rear entrance to the buses,” 
Shaughnessy said. “Every-
thing was handled profession-
ally.”

Kuglin emphasized the 
need for everyone to know 
CPR and Shaughnessy 
agreed.

“You just never know when 
you’re going to be called upon 
to use it,” Kuglin said. She 
noted she is recertified every 
two years but she thought the 
last time she used it in a real 
life situation was probably 
five years ago.

Shaughnessy said there are 
more than 75 AEDs in Edgar 
County. “They are lifesavers,” 
she said. Besides schools, 
many churches and public 
places now have AEDs. 

The victim is now a patient 
in the Intensive Care Unit at 
Union Hospital but is off the 
ventilator, Kuglin said. He is 
expected to have additional 
heart procedures after he re-
covers, she said.

Shaughnessy said anyone 
who wants to learn CPR may 
contact ECSSAA to set up 
training. “You get certified in 
about two hours,” she said.

Nurses, firemen 
on site, plus AED, 
rescued father after 
heart attack 

Tigers will march in Chicago

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL. 1563 met 
Thursday March 7 with 19 
members attending the meet-
ing.  

Club members recognized 
were: Ruth Ann Knight, 
TOPS weekly best loser; 
Jill Hoffman, KOPS weekly 
best loser; Janet Embry, best 
walker; Barb Dick won the 
walking drawing; Jean Dan-
iels won the food chart draw-
ing and recorded her fourth 
10-pound weight loss.  Mem-
bers walked 41 miles for the 
week. 

Lynn Moody gave a pro-
gram about finding healthy 
options at fast-food restau-
rants.    

TOPS #IL. 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL. 2318 met Tues-

day, March 12, with 13 mem-
bers weighing in and 13 mem-
bers attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were Cathrine Butler, Jayne 
Peters and Ella Stewart, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly loser 
and KOPS drawing winner; 
Sharon Phillips, top walker; 
and Petty Felgenhauer, top 

exerciser.
Mary Ruth Clark delivered 

a program about healthy sleep. 
TOPS #IL. 2318 meets ev-

ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is from 5:45-6:50 
p.m., and the meeting starts 
at 7 p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300

TOPS groups meet in early, mid-March 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Community Hos-
pital Volunteers organization 
is having a two-day chocolate 
sale 9 a.m.-4 p.m. March 25 
and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. March 26, 
near the Paris Clinic rotunda 

entrance.
The sale offers nearly 65 

varieties of gourmet choc-
olates and snacks. Items in-
clude award-winning salsas, 
hot sauces, jams, jellies, rel-
ishes and preserves made by 
Kathy's Kitchen. Cash, checks 

and credit cards are accepted. 
Chocolate sales support 

the efforts of the PCH Volun-
teers, who provide financial 
assistance to hospital projects 
and award scholarships to area 
students pursuing healthcare 
careers.

PCH volunteer chocolate sale
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** These prices are approximate. Actual price may vary slightly higher or lower due to pricing changes after publication date. Stop in and review the specifications.  
You may buy all the materials or any part at low cash and carry prices. Some items may be special order or not available. Because of code variances, we cannot guarantee 
the materials listed will meet your code requirements. These are suggested designs and material lists only. We do not guarantee the completeness or prices. Labor, concrete 
floor/foundation, steel beams, paint, cabinets, Finish flooring, electrical, HVAC, plumbing and delivery not included unless otherwise indicated. Some special order trusses 
must be jobsite delivered. Delivery is extra.

Available In-store or at MENARDS.COM®/DESIGNIT

OFF
EVERYTHING*
11% Off* and prices good Sunday, March 17 through Saturday, March 23, 2019. 

SHOP 100'S OF  
PREDESIGNED DECKS AT  

MENARDS.COM/DECKSTORE

START PLANNING FOR  
YOUR NEW DECK NOW!

FREE!  
ESTIMATES  
IN MINUTES!

THE  
DECK 
STORE

APPROXIMATE PRICE**
11% OFF*

FINAL 
PRICE**

3,949.00
434.39

3,51461
Approximate price per material list

16' x 22' Wide 
Angled Corner Deck
•		Includes	construction	plans,	

hardware, concrete footings, cedar 
decking and railing; plan #1622LTC   
196-0271

APPROXIMATE PRICE**
11% OFF*

FINAL 
PRICE**

8,629.00
949.19

7,67981
Approximate price per material list

24' x 14' Waukesha Deck
•		Includes	construction	plans,	
hardware,	concrete	footings,	AC2®	
pressure	treated	framing,	Ultra	
Deck	Rustic™	composite	decking,	
Quickrail	Plus	vinyl	railing	and	
premium	vinyl	pergola;	plan	#29612			
196-8015

BUILD THE BACKYARD OF YOUR DREAMS!

           Mail-in Rebate. Rebate is in form of merchandise credit check, valid in-store only. Merchandise credit check is not valid towards  
           purchases made on MENARDS.COM®. Limited to stock on hand. No sorry slips. First come, first served. Future sale price adjustments, 
           exchanges and merchandise returns will void the 11% rebate on the items adjusted, exchanged and/or returned. Rebate is valid on 
special ordered products but does not extend to the special ordering of any normally stocked items. Not good with any other coupons or 
offers except Menards® coupons, Menards rebates and manufacturers’ coupons. Multiple receipts may accompany one rebate certificate. 
Menards reserves the right to limit purchases of any and all items to reasonable job lot quantities. Excludes event tickets, gift cards, 
propane purchases, delivery and handling charges, all rental items, minuteKEY®, processing fees, packaging charges and extended service 
agreements. By submitting any rebate form, you agree to resolve any disputes related to rebate redemption by binding arbitration and you 
waive any right to file or participate in a class action. Terms and conditions available at www.rebateinternational.com

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

MAURICE WINNETT
CASEY – Maurice David 

Winnett, 77, of Casey, passed 
away at 4:40 p.m. Sunday, 

March 10, 
2019, at his 
home..  

A final 
prayer of-
fered by 
Luke Sanders 
was 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, 

March 13, at Markwell Fu-
neral Home. Burial is at a later 
date. Visitation was from 5 
p.m. until the prayer service 
Wednesday at the funeral 
home.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

WINNETT

BENTON CREED
MARSHALL – Benton G. 

“Benny” Creed, 66, of Mar-
shall, passed away Monday, 

March 11, 
2019, at his 
home. He was 
retired from 
Coil Sales of 
Marshall.

M i l i t a r y 
graveside rites 
conducted by 
Clark County 
Post #90 of 
the American 
Legion and 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
#5975 are noon today, March 
16, at Forsythe Cemetery. 
There was no visitation. Pearce 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements

Mr. Creed was born March 
21, 1952, at Paris, the son of 

Chester and Barbara Grove 
Creed. He married Sharon 
Jones Creed, and she passed 
away Oct. 17, 2018. 

Surviving are his children, 
Shannon Creed (Kenny Sly), 
Russell Jarrett, Wayne Jar-
rett, Sheila Jarrett, Bridgett 
(Jay) Trover; son-in-law, Jon 
Dunscomb and daughter-in-
law, Heather Jarrett; a sister, 
Jackie Hays ; two nephews, 
Jason and Michael Wallace; 
and several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

He was a Navy veteran of the 
Vietnam War. He was a mem-
ber of VFW Post #597and was 
a 1970 graduate of Marshall 
High School.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to his family in 
care of Pearce Funeral Home.

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

CREED

JIM CRAIG
PITTSFIELD – James “Jim” 

Marion Craig, 89, of Griggs-
ville, passed away Monday, 

March 11, 
2019, at East-
side Health-
care and Re-
habilitation 
Center, Pitts-
field.   

A funeral 
service was 7 
p.m. Friday, 
March 15, at 
Niebur Fu-
neral Home. 

Interment is at a later date. Vis-
itation was from 5 until the 7 
p.m. service time Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Shiloh Children’s 
Home.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.nie-
burfh.com.   

CRAIG

WILLIAM TONEY
William McNutt Toney, 88, 

of Paris, passed away March 
6, 2019. He was in the oil 

business and 
retired from 
Standard Oil.

No ser-
vices are 
planned. 

Mr. Toney 
is survived 
by two sis-
ters, Sue 
Ann Toney 
Collins of 
Las Cruces, 

N.M., and Lucienne Toney 
Hale of Paris; nephews and 
nieces, Sean V. Hale and Da-
vid P. Hale, both of Paris, Julia 

Ray Davison of Arizona, Jen-
nifer Pfleging and Elizabeth 
Pfleging, both of California; 
two great-nieces and two 
great-nephews, Megan Hale 
Douglas, Haley Miller, Logan 
Hale and Luke Hale; and two 
great-great-nieces and one 
great-great-nephew.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Jo Anne Staley 
Toney; and his parents George 
and Bertha Toney, all of Paris.

Following retirement, Mr. 
Toney and his wife lived in 
Florida for many years before 
returning to Paris to make 
their home.

He was a veteran of the Ko-
rean War and was a Mason 
and Shriner. 

TONEY

DOROTHY MONRONEY
MARSHALL – Dorothy 

Louise Cooper Monroney, 
97, of Springfield, passed 

away Sunday, 
March 10, 
2019, at Me-
morial Hos-
pital, Spring-
field.

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life is 

1:30 p.m. today, March 16, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Joe Irwin officiating. 
Burial is in the Marshall Cem-
etery. Visitation is from 12:30 
p.m. until the service time to-
day at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall Cem-
etery Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MONRONEY

WAYNE KEYS
D. Wayne Keys, 94, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:20 
a.m. Wednesday, March 13, 

2019, at Par-
is Healthcare 
Center.  

At his re-
quest, no 
public ser-

vices are planned. Templeton 
Funeral Home of Paris is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to American Legion 
Post #211 or Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post #3601.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

RONALD EMANUS
MARSHALL – Ronald 

Huey Emanus, 67, of Ja-
sonville, Ind., passed away 

March 10, 
2019, at 
Cobblestone 
C r o s s i n g , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. 

Per Mr. 
Emanus’ re-
quest, there 

won’t be any public services. 
Burial is in the Marshall 
Cemetery. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

EMANUS
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The following in custody 
cases appeared for the March 
4 and March 7 criminal and 
traffic calls in Edgar County 
Circuit Court.

IN CUSTODY
nDustin C. Craig, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. The public de-
fender was appointed for his 
two unresolved Class 2 felo-
ny violating the sex offender 
registry charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 

In a new case, Craig was 

charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor violating an order 
of protection and a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing. The public defend-
er was appointed and a not 
guilty plea with a jury trial 
demand was entered. The 
matter was continued for pre-
trial conference. Craig was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nRobert W. Crowder, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. A sentencing 
hearing was scheduled for the 
petition to revoke his proba-
tion sentence for a Class 4 fel-
ony aggravated driving while 
license revoked conviction. 

Crowder’s unresolved 

Edgar County criminal, traffic court news
Class 2 felony delivery of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
2 felony bribery, a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor obstruction of 
identification charges were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. 

He also has a new case in-
volving a Class 1 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Bond was set 
at $20,000. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nMegan C. Cusick, 23, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $10,000. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Cusick 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCharles O. Howard, 27, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for the preliminary hearing 
for his Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe charges. He pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. 

In another matter, his unre-
solved Class A misdemeanor 
battery charge was continued 
for a pretrial conference. His 
bond was reduced to $7,500 
from the original bond of 
$15,000 and he was remand-
ed to custody pending post-
ing of bond.
nSean A. Kachmar, 27, 

Paris, appeared in custody 

for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
charges of a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe were 
continued for pretrial confer-
ences. 

In another matter, Kach-
mar was charged with a Class 
4 felony aggravated driving 
while license suspended. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was con-
tinued for a status hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nEdward A. Lawson, 49, 

Solsberry, Ind., appeared 
in custody. His unresolved 
charges of a Class 2 felony 
burglary and a Class 4 felony 
possession of burglary tools 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remand-
ed to custody pending post-
ing of bond. 
nTimothy M. McClain, 

34, Paris, appeared in custo-
dy. The public defender was 
appointed for his unresolved 
Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for the preliminary 
hearing. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDavid J. Osborne, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A mis-
demeanor unlawful use of a 
weapon. The public defender 
was appointed and bond was 
set at $15,000. The matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Osborne was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond.

nNathaniel E. Schum-
acher, 21, Paris, appeared in 
custody for missing a previ-
ous court appearance. His 
unresolved petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion was continued for a pre-
trial conference. 

His unresolved Class 3 fel-
ony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia charges were 
also continued for a pretrial 
conference. His request for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied, and he was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAllen Sitkiewicz, 40, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine charge. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond.
nVern A. Stone, 53, Shirk-

ieville, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. He was 
presented with a petition to 
revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. 

In another matter, Stone 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. That mat-
ter was also continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was granted a personal re-
cognizance bond. Stone was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing release processing. 
nJeffrey T. Vice, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia and a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer charges. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference. He 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJames R. Wallace, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. A supplemental 
presentencing investigation 
was ordered for his unre-
solved petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving on a revoked license, a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol convictions.

In a new matter, Wallace 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor obstruction 
of identification and a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
police officer. The public de-
fender was appointed and 
a not guilty plea with a jury 
trial demand was made. Bond 
was set at $1,500, and he was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond.
nDaniel B. Young, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for the preliminary hearing 
for his Class 4 felony crim-
inal trespassing charge. He 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.

In another matter, a sen-
tencing hearing was sched-
uled for a petition to revoke 
his probation sentences for 
a Class 1 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery convictions. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
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Stewart & Carroll  
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303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923
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SELECT UPRIGHTS ON SALE UNTIL MAY 31

DONALD GOODWIN
TUSCOLA – Donald 

Wayne “Goody” Goodwin, 
88, of Paris, and formerly 

of Tuscola, 
passed away 
at 11 a.m. 
M o n d a y , 
March 11, 
2019, at his 
r e s i d e n c e 
in Paris. He 
retired from 
Pa n h a n d l e 
Eastern Pipe-
line at Tus-
cola in 1988 

at the age of 57, after a 33-year 
career.

A funeral service was 11 a.m. 
Friday, March 15, at the Naza-
rene Church in Tuscola, with 
the Rev. Joe Carter officiating. 
Graveside military rites accom-
panied burial in the Tuscola 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, March 14, 
at the Edwards Funeral Home, 
Arcola.    

Mr. Goodwin was born 
Oct. 26, 1930, near Bruce in 
Moultrie County, the son of 
the late Fred B. and Laura Mae 
Pierce Goodwin. He married 
Mary Charlene Schrock Jan. 
9, 1951, at Charleston, and 
she survives.

He is also survived by four 
children, Donald J. (Tami) 
Goodwin of Arcola, Donna 
(Tom) Ogle of Paris, Dianne 
(Tony) Alexander of Robin-
son and Ron Goodwin of Hoy-
leton; seven grandchildren, 
Paul Goodwin of Arcola, Lisa 
(Steve) Miller of Arcola, Erin 
Krabel (Jordan Lauritzen) of 
Oakland, Andrew Staley of Xe-
nia, Kristin (Ashlee) Rhodes 
of Urbana, Deanna (Mike) 
Woods of Robinson and Roy 
Anthony (Alissa) Goodwin of 
Pesotum; eight great-grand-
children, Sean and Avery 
Goodwin, Tyler Jeankins, Ha-
ley and  Calli Woods, Jaxon 
and Braxton Lauritzen and 
Sarah Miller.

He was preceded in death by 
two brothers, Noel S. Good-
win and Ralph L. Goodwin.

Mr. Goodwin was a 1948 
graduate of Humboldt High 
School and was a Navy veteran 
of the Korean War.

After retirement, he helped 
Steve Warters farm for 14 
years, Joe and Phil Kappes for 
three years, drove a truck and 
tractor for Jim Baird for four 
years and worked a few more 

GOODWIN

LADORA DAVIDSON
MARSHALL – Ladora 

Marlene Davidson, 72, of 
Martinsville, passed away at 

1:45 a.m. Fri-
day, March 
8, 2019, in 
Prov idence 
H e a l t h 
Care at St. 
Mary’s of the 
Woods, Ind. 

A service 
honoring her life was 10 
a.m. Tuesday, March 11, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Bro. Randy Murphy offici-
ating. Burial was in the Mar-
shall Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Mon-
day, March 10, at the funeral 
home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Martinsville 
First Christian Church.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u e n r a l s e r -
vices.com.

DAVIDSON

BARBARA BOATMAN
Barbara Jean Boatman, 72, 

of Paris, passed away at 2:09 
p.m. Sunday, March 10, 2019, 

at Twin 
Lakes Rehab 
and Health-
care in Paris. 
She worked 
in sales for 
Montgomery 
Ward and was 
secretary for 

several businesses, including 
Wolfe’s Auto Parts, Mooney 
Motors, Winkler Automotive 
and Edgar County Bank. She 
was the former owner of Lolli-
pops Clothing Store.  

A funeral service was 10 
a.m. Friday, March 15, 2019, 
at Stewart and Carroll Funer-
al Home. Burial followed in 

Edgar Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 14, at the funeral home.

Mrs. Boatman was born Feb. 
5, 1947, at Paris, the daughter 
of Henry Robison and Pauline 
Shonk Rieber. She married 
Richard Dale Boatman Sept. 
2, 1967, at Paris, and he passed 
away Aug. 24, 2013.  

Survivors include her moth-
er, Pauline Rieber of Paris; her 
children, Lisa Ann Boatman 
of Daytona, Fla., Shelley Dale 
(Kevin) Winkler of Olney, 
Richard Douglas (Cassandra) 
Boatman of Paris and Jaime 
Lynn (Tony Holt) Boatman 
of Paris; two brothers, Jim and 
Jerry Robison, both of Paris; 
two sisters, Phoebe Johnson 
and Maxine Elledge, both of 
Paris; and 10 grandchildren, 

Chelsey Lynn Bennett, Macy 
Jane Coffey, Ian Emerson Win-
kler, Montana Berlyn Boat-
man, Jackson Elijah Boatman, 
James Maxwell Boatman, An-
thony Mason Boatman, Ches-
tan Abram Webb, Xavier Holt, 
and Justin Asbury; special 
cousin, Sharon Sronce; and 
several nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death 
by her stepfather, Otis “Moe” 
Rieber; and two brothers, Jack 
and John Robison.

Mrs. Boatman enjoyed 
shopping, gardening, walking, 
traveling with her husband, 
and spoiling her grandchil-
dren.  She also loved celebrat-
ing Christmas.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BOATMAN

LEILA LORENZEN
Leila Ann Lorenzen, 88, of 

Paris, and formerly of Chris-
man, passed away at 1:41 

a.m., Satur-
day March 9, 
2019, at The 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
She was a 

homemaker and a nurse at 
Lakeview Hospital in Dan-
ville.

Services were 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, March 12, at Grace 
Lutheran Church, with Pastor 
Ryan Taylor and Pastor Dan-
iel Smith officiating. Burial 
was in Hoult Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 4 to 7 p.m., 
Monday March 11, at the 
church. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home assisted the 
family with the arrangements. 

Mrs. Lorenzen was born 

May 24, 1930, at Tangier, 
Ind., the daughter of the late 
Webb and Shiloh Hoyt Con-
ner.  She married John T. Lo-
renzen March 20, 1951, and 
he passed away May 27, 1998.

She is survived by her 
children, Steven (Vicki) Lo-
renzen of Chrisman, Nancy 
(William) Sanders of Grand 
Isle, La., Jeannie (Brad) Tay-
lor of Oakland, Cindy (Hans) 
Andreasen of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and John S. Lorenzen of 
Chrisman; her grandchildren, 
Stephanie (Brian) Rhoads, 
Sunny (Todd) Hughes, Rob-
ert Lorenzen, Leila D. (Mark) 
Van Gemert, Nathan (Sarah) 
Andreasen, Nicholas (Britta-
ny) Andreasen, Erin ( Jake) 
Mooney, Cole Taylor, Ryan 
(Becky) Taylor, John (Mary) 
Arrasmith, Gwendolyn 
(Randy) Lucas, Josh ( Julie) 
Sanders, Zachary Lorenzen, 
Alyx (Tyler) Owen; her 23 
great-grandchildren with one 

expected in August; and her 
siblings, Wanda Lou Ellis 
of Albany, Mo., and Charles 
(Lucy) Conner of Alton. 

She was preceded in death 
by her sister Carol Barger; 
and her daughter-in-law, Car-
men Lorenzen.

Mrs. Lorenzen was a mem-
ber of the Grace Lutheran 
Church where she was a 
member of the Altar Guild, 
the Ladies Aid and served on 
the Lutheran Village Board. 
She was also involved with 
PTA in Scottland, the Edgar 
County Home Extension, the 
Priscilla Club and as a 4-H 
leader in Scottland.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincoln Land 
Hospice, The Gibson Family 
Center for Hospice Care or 
Grace Lutheran Church in 
care of the funeral home.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

LORENZEN

CAROLYN JOHNSTON
Carolyn Bea Johnston, 69, 

of Paris, passed away at 2:16 
a.m. Friday, March 15, 2019, 

at her resi-
dence. She 
was retired 
after 17 years 
with Pretium 
Packaging.

Visitation 
is from 4 to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, 

March 19, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Private interment 
in Edgar Cemetery is at a later 
date.

Mrs. Johnston was born 

Dec. 27, 1949, at Paris, the 
daughter of Logan and Mary 
Elizabeth Wheeler Burba. She 
married Robert A. Johnston 
Dec. 27, 1978, at Paris, and he 
survives.

Other survivors include her 
mother, Mary Burba of Paris; 
a daughter, Miri Ann Johnston 
(Darren Besherse) of Paris; 
two brothers, Gerald Burba 
and Mark “Smoke” Burba both 
of Paris; two sisters, Judy Cash 
of Paris and Jean Ann Keiffer of 
Cassopolis, Mich.; a grandson, 
Sonny Przybylowski of Paris; 
and several nieces and neph-
ews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father and a sister, Janet 
Wease.

Mrs. Johnston attended 
Lake Ridge Christian Church 
of Paris. She enjoyed quilting 
and watching Westerns. She 
had an outgoing personali-
ty and never met a stranger. 
Above all else, she dearly loved 
spending time with her grand-
son and supporting him in his 
concerts and activities.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Paris High School 
Band.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

JOHNSTON

DONALD DAUGHERTY
Donald Dean Daugherty, 

77, of Paris, passed away at 5:27 
p.m. EDT Wednesday, March 

13, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
He was re-
tired after 
more than 
20 years as a 
truck driver 
with Gil-
man & IHC 
Trucking of 
Terre Haute 

and had previously worked for 
General Telephone Company 
of Tuscola. He was also the 
former owner and operator 
of Daugherty’s Gun Repair 
and Daugherty Construction 
Company.

Visitation is from 3 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 18, at Temple-
ton Funeral Home. Military 
rites by Marshall American 
Legion Post #90 follows the 
visitation. Private interment is 

at a later date.
Mr. Daugherty was born 

June 16, 1941, at Paris, the son 
of the late Robert F. and Mary 
Lucinda Rhoden Daugherty. 
He married Judith A. Wilson 
Dec. 8, 1963, at State Line 
Christian Church, and she sur-
vives.

Other survivors include 
five children, Kim Daugherty, 
Dean (Angie) Daugherty, 
Robert R. (Sherry) Daugh-
erty and Preston Daugherty, 
all of Paris and Ann Greenlee 
of Marshall; two brothers, 
David Daugherty of Paris and 
Ernie Daugherty of Metcalf; 
three sisters, Marilyn Har-
ris of Paris, Judy Daugherty 
of Paris and Gayle Walter of 
Chrisman; 13 grandchildren, 
Aaron and Jordan Bain, Cody 
Freeman, Caleb (Samantha) 
Daugherty, Cole (C.J.) Keef-
er, Carter Daugherty (Lucas 
Bartnick), Lance and Jacob 
Daugherty, Cloe (Lyle) Trav-
ioli, Trenton Daugherty (Vel-
vet Fredericks), and Bridgett, 

Devon and Anthony Daugh-
erty; nine great-grandchil-
dren, with one great-grand-
child due in July; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Daugherty was veteran 
of the United States Marine 
Corps. He was a member of 
Marshall American Legion 
Post #90 and held life mem-
berships in AMVETS and 
the North American Hunting 
Club. He had served as a Tus-
cola volunteer firefighter. 

He was an avid outdoors-
man who loved hunting, 
camping and eagle spotting. 
He also enjoyed bowling and 
was a member of the board of 
directors for the Edgar County 
Chapter of the U.S. Bowling 
Association. He had a great 
sense of humor and a talent for 
telling jokes.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall City 
Band.

Online Condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DAUGHERTY

years for Mark and Mike Brian 
until he fully retired in 2012.

Mr. Goodwin held the track 
record for Mule Races in 1953 
and 1954 at the Coles Coun-
ty Fair as well as the Moultrie 
Douglas County Fair.  It was 
a “Hully Gully” bareback race 
and he rode Peter the Great, 
his favorite mule that he just 
called Pete.

He also had a pony pulling 
team. He was an assistant 4-H 
leader while his children were 
growing up and they were in-
volved in the 4-H Horse Club.

Mr. Goodwin also partici-
pated in antique tractor pull-
ing.

He enjoyed spending time 
with his family and friends, 
traveling with his wife of 68 
years and always looked for-
ward to drinking coffee. He al-
ways said he never drank cof-
fee unless he was by himself or 
with somebody.

Online condolences at 
www.edwardsfh.net.



Operation Varsity Blues has 
unleashed a veritable orgy of 
stereotypes. 

“Entitled white 
kids” have been 
trending, along 
with told-you-
so’s about how 
the system is 
rigged. Several 
commentators 
have suggested 
this scandal 
should quiet 
concerns about 
affirmative action 

because the criminality of Felicity 
Huffman, Lori Loughlin and Co. 
proves that whites are willing 
to do anything to get ahead. A 
writer at The Week declared mer-
itocracy a fraud, while The New 
York Times perceived a, “lesson 
in harsh racial disparities.” 

“This scandal exposed the fact 
that there is a misplaced empha-
sis on so-called affirmative action 
inequities, rather than privilege,” 
one education consultant told 
The New York Times. The paper 
quoted a black parent: “You often 
hear talk about pulling yourself 
up by your bootstraps and that 
college admission is based on 
merit. What this story tells me is 
that the playing field is not level 
based on race and wealth.”

A Washington Post columnist 
hit the same theme, asking: “Now 
that the FBI has shown what 
stealing a college slot really looks 
like, can we stop making students 
of color feel like frauds?”

Theresa Vargas, noting that she 
spoke from personal experience, 
complained that:

“For so long, people of color 
who have attended elite schools 
in this country have felt the need 
to prove that they deserved to be 
there. They have accepted that no 
matter their grades or SAT scores, 
people will look at them as affir-
mative action recipients and talk 
about them, sometimes to their 

faces, as tokens.
“…all those people who have 

blamed poor brown and black 
kids for taking the spots of ‘more 
deserving’ white kids through 
affirmative action should have 
been looking closer at who really 
didn’t earn their seats.”

Whoa. This is stealing a base.
The FBI has not shown that 

every white kid who gets into col-
lege has bought and/or lied his 
or her way in. As for the stigma 
that attaches to affirmative action, 
that’s an unfortunate and inevi-
table byproduct of racial prefer-
ences. It’s one of the reasons to 
oppose them. It’s great to be at 
Stanford, but much less satisfy-
ing if you are saddled with the 
suspicion of being an affirmative 
action baby.

Many of the lamentations this 
week about white privilege and 
poor minorities have seemed 
frozen in a time warp. Black and 
poor are no longer synonymous. 
As the Institute for Family 
Studies reports, the share of black 
men in the upper third of the 
income tier rose from 13 percent 
in 1960 to 23 percent in 2016. 

A bunch of cheats lied and 
bribed their way into some top 
schools. They deserve the scorn 
and criminal prosecutions they’re 
facing. But the rush to say, “See, 
this proves the system is rigged 
for rich, white kids,” is not 
proved.

Yes, wealth confers benefits  
— even without cheating. And 
some wealthy people are also 
black, brown and other tones. 
But college admission standards 
also explicitly privilege some 
minorities at the expense of other 
minorities and the majority. 

As the suit by a group of 
Asian-Americans against Harvard 
has shown, Asian-Americans 
have the lowest admit percent-
age of any group — along with 
the strongest credentials. Black 
students admitted to Harvard 

over the last 17 years had average 
SAT scores of 703.7 compared 
with 766.6 for Asian admittees, 
and 744.7 among whites. It’s not 
a huge difference, but it’s not 
a conspiracy in favor of whites 
either. 

If anything, the unfairness to 
highly qualified Asian students 
— and not the Operation Varsity 
Blues — is what throws the meri-
tocracy into doubt.

Isn’t it extraordinary that 
the students who got into top 
schools by fraud seemed to have 
little trouble performing there? 
This should cause more raised 
eyebrows than the finger wagging 
about privilege. What does this 
say about grade inflation and 
academic rigor?

What this scandal and the 
intense interest it has sparked 
demonstrates, among other 
things, is that we’ve come to in-
vest way too much importance in 
brand names. You’d think parents 
wanted prestige for themselves 
more than the right fit for their 
child. 

The opaque nature of ad-
missions decisions, together 
with schools’ dishonest claims 
of holistic evaluations of each 
candidate, invite cynicism. When 
my brother was a student repre-
sentative on his college’s admis-
sions committee, he noted that 
a few applications got a special 
FI stamp in red. That stood for 
family influence. The family in 
one case was named Ferrari. 

Perhaps a better system would 
be to eliminate all preferences — 
racial, ethnic, geographic, legacy, 
donor, sports — all of it. 

Take students of proven ability 
who want to learn, and provide 
scholarships based on need. 

It might just improve every-
one’s morale.

(Mona Charen is a columnist 
and a political analyst. She is a se-
nior fellow at the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center.)
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Democrats often 
propose ideas that take 
forever to explain and are 

difficult 
for the 
masses to 
under-
stand.

That 
wasn’t the 
case last 
week. 
“Under 
my fair 
tax plan,” 
Gov. J.B. 

Pritzker tweeted, “97 per-
cent of taxpayers get tax 
relief and the wealthy will 
pay their fair share.”

It’s gonna be really 
tough to top a succinct 
message like that, par-
ticularly when its chief 
supporter is worth $3.2 
billion and is willing to 
spend big on this.

The governor’s new 
graduated income tax plan 
is obviously designed to 
appeal to the most people 
possible. And 97 percent is 
almost everybody.

The dirty truth is that 
human beings tend to 
prefer taxes which don’t 
apply to them. It’s really 
no surprise that 72 percent 
of Illinoisans backed a pro-
gressive income tax in the 
most recent Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute poll 
taken last year.

So, the tiny 2.7 percent of 
income tax filers who will 
pay more taxes under Pritz-
ker’s plan and who, unlike 
in the past, have little hope 
of outspending the gover-
nor if it goes to the voters 
for approval will have their 
work cut out for them.

One of the early re-
sponses from opponents 
was to attempt to scare 
people into believing rich 
people will pack up and 
leave, even though one of 
our biggest exit problems 
is the tens of thousands of 
kids who leave for out-of-
state colleges every year 
and never come back.

Other pro-business 
types claimed part of 
Pritzker’s proposal was a 
millionaire’s tax, which 
actually polls even better 
than a graduated tax. They 
can’t beat Pritzker that way.

Democratic state legis-
lators were mostly silent. 
That’s often the case with 
big proposals. Legislators 
are, for the most part, 
naturally cautious creatures 

State 
panels 
are busy

City, village and school district have the most impact on our daily lives

The Senate had a full schedule of commit-
tees during the week and some floor action 
with several controversial measures making 

news.
Other notes of interest 

include new reports on job 
creation, and our state and 
local tax burden.

Some of the legislation 
moving through the legis-
lative process in Springfield 
may raise a few eyebrows.

 Illinoisans understand 
well, the amount of state and 
local taxes they pay each year. 
What is not so well known is 

how Illinois compares with other states.
 The online consumer and financial web-

site, WalletHub, ranks Illinois with having 
the highest effective state and local taxes in 
the nation at 14.9 percent. The ranking was 
based on a Median U.S. Household income of 
$58,082, with an estimated annual tax burden 
of $8,653. WalletHub ranks Illinois’ current 
flat income tax rate of 4.95 percent at 39, our 
real-estate tax at 50 and our sales and excise 
taxes (taxes on products such as gasoline, 
tobacco and alcohol) in the middle of the 
pack at 25.

This week the Illinois Senate tackled 
the controversial issue of raising the age to 
purchase tobacco, electronic cigarettes or 
alternative nicotine products to 21.

House Bill 345 would eliminate penalties 
for underage possession, but retailers still 
would be fined for selling restricted products 
to underage customers. A number of com-
munities in Illinois have adopted Tobacco 
21 rules, but this legislation would make it a 
statewide standard. 

 While the intent of the legislation may 
be a sincere effort to help people avoid the 
illnesses associated with smoking, I raised 
concerns during floor debate that the legis-
lation repealed penalties on possession of 
tobacco products by minors. This means that 
while people younger than 21 couldn’t legally 
purchase these products, there would be no 
penalty for possessing them.

 HB 345 passed the Senate on March 14 on 
a vote of 39-16-1. The bill heads next to the 

Like the seemingly unending 
winter in Central Illinois, election 
season is never ending. Just ask Ed-
gar County Clerk August Griffin.

Last November’s state and mid-
term elections immediately gave way 
to filing periods for — among other 
things — city and village leadership 
and school boards in Edgar County. 
The election for these positions is 
April 2. 

While it’s easy to look past the 
local elections, it could be argued 
these elections have the most impact 
on our daily lives. The people we 
elect April 2 will set the tone for 
how our communities confront the 
challenges put before them. These 
decisions have a direct impact on our 
wallets, be it through their decision 
to impose taxes and fees and the 
attraction/retention of jobs that give 

people a reason to call the communi-
ty home.

Early voting is already underway 
at the Edgar County Courthouse 
during regular office hours of the 
county clerk — 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Surely you 
can find some time within these 
hours to cast your ballot.

Not registered? You can kills two 
birds with one visit — register and 
vote.

With early voting — up to April 
1 if you are already registered — 
there’s really no excuse for not 
exercising your right to cast a ballot. 
Years ago, when voting was limited 
to one day, people had a myriad of 

excuses why they didn’t cast a ballot. 
Casting your ballot early ensures 

your participation in the demoncrat-
ic process no matter what happens 
on April 2 — a blizzard, sickness or 
travel. 

There are many people working to 
make our county and communities 
a better place to raise our families, 
retire or grow. We need committed, 
dedicated leadership in city hall, on 
the village boards and on our school 
boards. 

Just as decisions made at the local 
level tend to have a greater impact on 
the community at large, votes cast at 
the local level tend to have a greater 
impact on who will ultimately make 
those decisions.

Take time out now and make 
plans to cast your ballot at the Edgar 
County Courthouse or commit to 
going to the polls April 2.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Local elections vital

Tax cuts 
for the 
masses

Operation Varsity Blues unleashes stereotypes
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Cheating 
scandal tip 
of iceberg

The massive college admissions scam — 
where rich and famous people in California 
are being charged with cheating and paying 

bribes to get their kids into 
top colleges — is only the tip 
of what is said to be a really 
dirty iceberg.

And so far, President 
Trump is not being blamed 
for it by CNN.

But the admissions scandal 
tells us a lot about what’s 
wrong with some of today’s 
elite parents — and their 
spoiled kids.

Many wealthy moms, dads 
and partners think that unless their kids are 
accepted to a top school like Yale, Stanford or 
the University of Southern California, their 
kids will turn out to be losers or pieces of dirt.

They often pressure their kids: “You’ve got 
to go to college — and you have to go to this 
college.”

The rich parents and TV stars being 
charged so far in the admissions scam appar-
ently went the extra mile to make sure their 
kids got into the best school: they cheated 
their fat wallets off.

Dozens of parents paid between $15,000 
and $75,000 to hire a college admissions prep 
company run by a crook who arranged for 
someone to take the college boards for their 
dumb kids.

Other parents paid huge sums that were 
used to bribe coaches at nine top schools to 
accept their kids as recruits to their athletic 
teams despite their nonexistent credentials.

Here in La-La Land, the actress Lori 
Loughlin, who played Aunt Becky on “Full 
House,” and her husband allegedly agreed 
to pay bribes totaling $500,000 to have their 
two daughters designated as recruits to the 
University of Southern California crew team.

For good measure, they sent in photos of 
the girls sitting on rowing machines. Trouble 
was, the only boat the kids were actually qual-
ified to be on was the family yacht.

What the cheating parents of California 
did was not just criminal. It was also stupid 
parenting.

Buying their kids spots at Yale or USC 
might make sense if the kids already are 
geniuses, super talented in a sport or know 
exactly what they want to be in life — a 
computer software engineer, a neurosurgeon, 
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Public Online Only Auction
Restaurant & Bar Business Closeout - over 400 Lots!

Tables & chairs, numerous stainless steel kitchen cooking equipment, several 
stainless steel cooling & warming units, stainless steel bar refrigerator units for 

beer, kitchen refrigerator and freezer units, wooden cabinet, wine cooler, 
cabinets, banquet table skirts & many numerous related items.

Online Only Auction Ends: Thursday, March 21st @ 6 PM CST
Location: Clubhouse at Eagle Ridge, 928 1/2 Clinton Rd., Paris, IL.

To view online catalog, visit us online: www.mossauctionteam.com

TECH HELP 
for Seniors

Chester P. Sutton Community Center 
in conjunction with the Paris High 

School will be providing technology help for 
seniors at the 

Chester P. Sutton Community Center on:

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 
1:00 p.m

Join us to:

Get help using your smartphones!

Call Chester P. Sutton Community Center to 
register by Friday, March 22.

CALL TODAY!  217-465-8143

Masonic Temple Board
301 S. Central  • Paris, IL

Drive-Thru available!

Serving 4-7:00 p.m.

  Not responsible for accidents

Sponsored by 

Saturday, March 16, 2019
JONAH FISH FRY

Handicap accessible dining 

Donation:   
Adults $9.00

Children 12 & under $5.00

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS

www.pcfa.ticketleap.com (24/7)

Prospect Bank (Business Hours)

PCFA Lobby (3/23 Only)

March 23rd - 12pm

APRIL APRILAPRILAPRIL

5th 

7pm

7th 

2pm

6th 

7pm

6th 

1pm

$10

Where to buy:

 

TICKETS ON SALE

The Paris Young Farmers would like to thank all 
of this year's consignors, bidders and buyers 

from our Annual Consignment Auction.

We’d also like to thank the following donors and volunteers 

for assisting with this year’s auction: Farm Credit 

Illinois-Chad Gann, Kenny Farms, Jim Tate, Fuetz 

Contractors, Dunkley Farms & Excavating, Ingrum Waste 

Disposal, Clear Talk, Specialty Battery, Vermillion United 

Methodist Church, Edgar County Fair, Snearley & Company, 

Matthew Moss, Kerry Lenhart, Jim Knowles, Dean Wright, 

Callie Baber, Cole Vietor, Tucker Wood, Amber Tegeler, Shelly 

Bright, Terri Quinn, Megan Ingrum, Jacob Wolfe, 

Matt Mattingly, McKenzie Tegeler, Jessica Wolfe & Dirk Nail. 

See you next year on March 14, 2020 for our 
47th Annual Consignment Auction

Thank YouThank You
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Governor’s desk.
The improving national 

economy may be im-
pacting Illinois, although 
there’s still room for 
improvement.

According to the Illinois 
Department of Employ-
ment Security (IDES), 
preliminary figures show 
nonfarm payrolls in-
creased by 24,000 jobs 
in January 2019 over De-
cember 2018. IDES also 
reported during the week 
that job growth during 
the three-month period 
of November to January 
averaged a monthly gain of 
12,500 jobs.

 However, the agency re-
vised its previously report-
ed December jobs gain 
downward from 13,600 to 
7,400. IDES also notes the 
state’s unemployment rate 
remained at 4.3 percent 
in January, unchanged 
from December. Illinois’ 
unemployment rate is .5 
percentage points higher 
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FROM PAGE 6A

a rocket scientist.
But in the vast number of 

cases, where 18-year-olds 
have no clue why they are go-
ing off to college, it wouldn’t 
matter what school their 
parents sent them to.

It’s not the “YALE” on 
junior’s jacket or the “USC” 
on missy’s sweatshirt that is 
going to determine how their 
lives turn out.

It’s about who the kid is 
inside. And what he or she 
is going to become in life 
depends on how well they 
were raised and if they do the 
right things in college.

If they study, if they learn, 
if they are serious, if they 
don’t blow their own or their 
parents’ money by taking 
Mickey Mouse courses, they 
can get whatever they’ll need 
for a successful start in life at 
a smaller private college like 
Creighton or a giant universi-

ty like Arizona State.
You never know, some kid 

could study economics at 
some tiny private, non-profit 
Christian liberal arts college 
in Illinois and become presi-
dent someday.

Which is what my father 
did.He studied at Eureka 
College, then read books and 
kept learning his entire life.

He didn’t have to go to 
Harvard or Yale with the 
Bushes, Kennedys and 
Clintons to become a success 
because his success was 
all about himself and his 
character.

Speaking of character, 
those substandard rich kids 
who benefited from the 
admissions scam are as guilty 
as their cheating parents. 
Not legally, obviously, but 
morally.

They received stolen 
goods — prestigious college 
educations that otherwise 
would have gone to others 
who were academically or 

athletically qualified.
To say they didn’t know 

what was going on is idiotic. 
They were silent partners in 
their parents’ crimes.

And getting tossed out of 
their schools ASAP, which 
they deserve, might actually 
teach them an important 
lesson about right and wrong 
their cheating parents never 
could.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email him 
at reagan@caglecartoons.com.)

who will want to be assured 
they can do this without harm-
ing their districts and, in turn, 
themselves.

As with the recent mini-
mum wage hike, the governor 
can stress to legislators that 
his tax plan is a core Demo-
cratic Party value, and that he 
will have their backs if they’re 
attacked. This won’t be an 
easy roll call, but things like 
infrastructure projects will 
help smooth things over.

The House Republicans 
have been a hard heck no for 
weeks on this topic. But the 
Senate Republicans left the 
door open to negotiations.

“Without guaranteed 
protections for middle class 
families, we are opposed to 
the governor’s $3.4 billion tax 
increase,” the caucus state-
ment read. They wouldn’t say 
what those guaranteed pro-

tections might be, but I was 
told that the caucus is open 
to exploring the topic.

Senate Republican Leader 
Bill Brady has always been a 
guy who wants to be at the 
table. And he likely knows he 
can’t stop that constitutional 
amendment in his chamber 
(the real fight will probably 
be in the House).

And, remember, 97 
percent of taxpayers will get 
some relief. It’s not much, but 
sneer at a $271 annual tax cut 
for a family of four earning 
$61,000 at your own peril.

That’s a decent credit card 
payment or two, and families 
in that bracket aren’t exactly 
flush with cash. Anyone who 
is a hard no on this can be 
portrayed as opposing tax 
relief for almost everybody 
on behalf of the rich. 
So, why not try to make 
his caucus look reasonable 
and bend the proposal his 
direction?

From what I’m told, 
Pritzker is not only eager to 
talk with the Republicans, he 
doesn’t expect them to put 
a single vote on the amend-
ment. 

Adding some Republican 
ideas would undoubted-
ly make his case stronger 
with moderate Democratic 
legislators and with voters. 
Does that mean Republicans 
would be used as cover? Of 
course, but it also means the 
Republicans will have made 
some important changes. It’s 
called governing

Pritzker’s plan is so easy 
to like that, unless they’re 
absolutely sure they can kill 
this thing, the Republicans 
need to get to the bargaining 
table before it’s too late. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

than the 3.8 percent national 
unemployment rate reported 
for February.

 Under Senate Bill 145, 
candidates for president 
and vice president would be 
required to publish or make 
their income tax returns 
public. Failing to do so would 
mean that candidate would 
be barred from appearing 
on an Illinois presidential 
ballot. Under current federal 
law, presidential candidates 
are not required by law to 
publish or make their income 

tax returns public.
 Courts have held, in two 

separate cases, that it’s uncon-
stitutional for states to add 
requirements to a federal 
office. Those cases are U.S. 
Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton 
and Cook v. Gralike.

Senate Bill145 now moves 
to the full Senate for action.

(Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 
55th District in the Illinois 
Senate. Part of his district in-
cludes Kansas and Grandview 
townships in Edgar County.)

SNOWDROPS ARE APPEARING

Special to The Prairie Press

It may not seem like spring is on the way but the yard at Larkfield Glass is proof the seasons are 
changing. Early spring flowers are popping up all over the property.
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Join EDP Renewables for a

Wind Farm Tour
Learn about wind energy and the 
operations of a wind farm.

 
Space is limited. 
Please call 1-800-970-6841 or 
email harvestridge@edpr.com 
to RSVP and for more details. 

The tour will be a full day event. 
A bus will leave from Newman in the morning 
and return in the afternoon.

Thursday, April 4

PCH Volunteers’ 

Mon, March 25 

9am−4pm


Tues, March 26 

9am−3pm

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 18

in the program, “have really 
blossomed,” since the begin-
ning of the school year. The 
program is full and there is a 
waiting list for the full day pre-
school at Memorial.
nDaisy and Trinity, who re-

cently earned their high school 
program through the district’s 
new alternative school, are 
two of seven students who 
previously dropped out. The 
program, located in the Willis 
Center on Eads Ave., is under 
the direction of Josh Hollis, 
who said another student is 
right on the cusp of completing 
his degree.
nLarson said a ceremony is 

planned for the students to re-
ceive their diplomas at a later 
date. 
nBoard member Bill “Bee-

tle” Bailey praised the alter-
native program which allows 
teens to obtain their diplomas 

through the APEX computer 
program. 

“In all my years on the board, 
this is one of the best programs 
we’ve ever done,” Bailey said. 

Larson reminded members 
the community meeting to 
begin work on another district 
School Improvement Plan is 
scheduled at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 20, at Mayo Middle 
School. As was the case with 
the first School Improvement 
Plan, those attending will be 
asked to help give direction to 
the Paris schools. “This is just 
not for parents but students, 
grandparents, teachers and 
community members,” he em-
phasized. Larson noted the last 
community forum resulted 
in middle school chorus be-
ing added to the school day as 
well as upgrading the district’s 
school lunch program. The 
community forum is part of 
the district’s “Strong Schools, 
Strong Communities Partner-
ship” and has been featured on 

PARIS
FROM PAGE 1A

PCHS graduation requirements change
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

New graduation require-
ments for the 2019-2020 
school year were unanimously 
approved by the Paris Coop-
erative High School board of 
directors during the monthly 
meeting Monday, March 11, at 
Paris High School.

The possibility of changing 
the number of credit required 
for graduation has previously 
been discussed by both the 
faculty, administration, repre-
sentatives of PEDCO and the 
board, interim co-principal 
Lorraine Bailey said.

Bailey said she and co-prin-
cipal Carol Jones have talked to 
several areas schools to discuss 
how many credits are required 
for graduation from each 
school. Bailey recommended 
the board approve a reduction 
in graduation credits to 24 for 
the next school year.

“We will continue to look 
at this as we move forward,” 
Bailey said. She also noted for 
the time being, the high school 
continues on an eight-period 
day. “We just want to make 
sure we are doing the right 
thing and moving in the right 
direction.”

Bailey also noted the calls 
to other high schools revealed 
few have a more extensive ca-
reer and vocational education 
program as PHS.

The board also heard a pre-
sentation by Trisha Vitale, 
representing the City of Paris 
about the proposed bike path 
from Twin Lakes Park to PHS. 
Vitale said the city will be sub-
mitting a grant application 
to the Illinois Department of 
Transportation this fall to co-
incide with the proposed im-
provements to State Route 1, 
tentatively scheduled for 2024. 
The grant would be for an 80-

20 funding match, she said. 
Vitale thanked Bailey and 

board president Steve Eitel 
for meeting with her concern-
ing the plans and providing 
valuable feedback. Vitale said 
she was appearing before the 
board to introduce the plan 
to them and ask for their sup-
port.

Since the meeting with Bai-
ley and Eitel, the plan has been 
changed for the bike path 
to begin at Twin Lakes Park 
and proceed north on State 
Route 1 to 1200th Road also 
known as  High School Road, 
then west, ending at the high 
school. The bike path will no 
longer travel across school 
property due to safety con-
cerns, she said.

Vitale said the plans call for 
a separate 10-foot path along 
High School Road specifically 
for the bike trail. The proposed 
trail is one mile long, she said.

“We appreciate you listening 
to our concerns,” Jones said. 
Vitale said as the application 
process moves forward, “We 
will keep you in the loop.”

In other business, the board:
Received a $1,000 check 

from Illini FS as part of the 
ongoing “Fuel for the Future” 
program. 

Received a check from the 
Paris High School Class of 
1975 to purchase scientific cal-
culators.

Heard an update from the 
entrepreneurship class raising 
funds for the PHS After Prom. 
The class is sponsoring a car 
show today at PHS as well as 
cow pie bingo on March 30 
and donkey basketball on April 
10. 

The class will also offer the 
popular “Egg Your House” 
project for Easter. Students 
hide Easter Eggs in yards for 
a fee, teacher Heather Seaton 

explained.
Approved facility requests 

for the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts for a bell choir concert on 
May 11, a Horizon Health staff 
education event March 12 and 
Paris 95 to once again host a 
IESA state basketball tourna-
ment Dec. 7 and 12 at PHS.

Approved the catastrophic 
insurance required for sports 
through AIG.

Approved membership in 
the IHSA for the 2019-2020 
school year.

Authorized an agreement 
with Midwest Restoration on 
behalf of Paris High School 
Drama for the use of the com-
pany’s scaffolding for the up-
coming “Newsies” musical. 
Eitel said the Paris company 
allowed use of their scaffold-
ing at no cost to the school. 
“It’s really nice of Donnie 
(Furry) and we thank him for 
his community support,” Eitel 

said.
Recognized PHS girls bas-

ketball players Karrington Kra-
bel and Jenna Gates for earning 
first team All-LIC, Madison 
Rigdon for earning second 
team honors and Brooklyn 
Westerfield for earning hon-
orable mention. Boys basket-
ball player Mason Hutchings 
earnsed honorable mention 
all-conference.

Following executive session, 
the board:
nAccepted the resigna-

tion of boys basketball coach 
Shawn Nugent, effective im-
mediately.
nApproved Gary Io-

coangelic as a volunteer as-
sistant girls softball coach for 
2019 season.
nTabled action on approv-

ing agreement with PACT.  
Bailey said the contract did 
not get finalized as had antic-
ipated.

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Resolutions approved at 
Monday night’s city council 
session will move two major 
construction projects ahead – 
hopefully yet this year.

The council authorized the 
Paris side of a water supply 
agreement that will furnish 
a public water supply for the 
City of Chrisman. The Chris-
man city council approved the 
agreement a week earlier.

This document certifies 
both cities agree in principal to 
the project to sell water from 
the Paris well field to the Chris-
man water distribution system. 
It will allow preparation of 
a final contract, engineering 
to design the new water line 
which will run north along 
state Route 1 to the U.S. Route 
36 intersection, and other ac-
tions including purchase of 
easements.

The line will also serve the 
Equity grain and feed mill de-
velopment at Horace. Mayor 
Craig Smith noted this is near-
ing a $20 million investment 
by the agricultural firm head-
quartered in Effingham.

Paris plans to apply for an 
Illinois EPA loan to cover cost 
of the new water line. The addi-
tional cost of the project from 

the Horace Road intersection 
north to Route 36 will be re-
paid over time by the Chris-
man water purchase. 

The second resolution seeks 
approximately $378,000 in 
community development 
block grant funds from the 
state. The money will rebuild 
the block of Crawford Street 
immediately south of the old 
Paris High School, which is 
being converted into the Tiger 
Senior Apartments senior liv-
ing center.

Current plans call for a cir-
cular drive to a new accessible 
south entrance to the building 
with access only from Cen-
tral Avenue. The street will 
be closed at the current Main 
Street intersection, and addi-
tional handicap parking in-
stalled.

The city also plans to devel-
op a new public parking lot on 
the current vacant property at 
the Main-Crawford corner. 
The grant request was the sub-
ject of a public hearing at the 
council’s agenda-setting meet-
ing on March 6.

The request is for a portion 
of some $878,692 that pre-
viously was held in the city’s 
Revolving Loan Fund, estab-
lished by repayment of vari-
ous community development 

block grants in recent years. 
The state directed that any bal-
ance in these funds be returned 
to Springfield but they were to 
remain available for city appli-
cation on up to two allowable 
community projects. 

The remaining $500,000 
can be requested for another 
local project.

Following approval of these 
two resolutions the council 
moved quickly through the re-
mainder of the business agen-
da. Approved were:
nValley Electric Supply for 

power and lighting at the Fire 
Training Center on the Cherry 
Point Road, for $3,818.
nESO Firehouse to renew 

Fire Department reporting 
software for $1,055.
nCIT Trucks for $1,163 

and Faulk’s Garage for $2,730, 
both for repairs on Fire De-
partment Engine 7.
nBrown’s Service Center for 

$11,126 for a Gravely mower 
for the city parks department.
n$1,500 from the Hotel/

Motel tax fund to advertise for 
the Eiffel Tower Triathlon later 
this spring.

The next Paris City Council 
meeting is 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 25, with an agenda 
meeting at 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 20.

to-one education means the 
school has an ongoing obliga-
tion to keep pace with technol-
ogy purchases.

“After this, we will be on the 
hook to buy Chromebooks 
with each incoming sixth grade 
class,” said Acklin.

Details are yet to be worked 
out for letting graduating se-
niors purchase the devices as-
signed to them. A rotation plan 
to give Chromebooks used by 
the seniors to the incoming 
sixth grade might be feasible 
the first couple of years, but it 
is not sustainable.

Sixth grade students coming 
in for the 2019-2020 school 
year will get new Chrome-
books but when that class 
graduates high school in 2026 
those seniors will have devic-
es that are seven years old and 
out of date, although perhaps 
still functional. Chromebooks 
have an anticipated useful life 
of five years from the release 
date of the Google software 
used by the devices although it 
could be longer depending on 
updates. 

The superintendent said it 
will be some time before the 

the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) web site.

“I am just so proud of 
what we’ve been able to do 
in our school district,” Lar-
son said, noting the district 
just sent students to com-
pete in their first IESA chess 
tournament and later this 
spring representatives will 
be participating in the bowl-
ing sectional. 

In other business, the 
board:
nAccepted the resigna-

tion of Jeff Reel as a custo-
dian at Mayo.
nHonorably released 

preschool teacher Jenny 
McMahan. If the state once 
again funds Preschool for 
All, McMahan is subject to 
recall.
nAccepted the resigna-

tion of Allison Wirth as a 
team leader at Mayo.
nApproved membership 

for Mayo and Wenz in the 
2019-2020 year in the IESA.

Paris council approves 
water pipeline project

elementary school has one-to-
one education but that build-
ing does have tech needs.

“The first thing we need to 
do at the elementary is update 
the Wi-Fi,” said Acklin. “There 
is a plan. There is a progression.”

In another matter related to 
the ISBE school improvement 
grant, the board approved the 
expenditure of $52,020 to hire 
EdDirection as a partner in the 
school improvement process. 
The money buys 289 hours of 
service by experts for training 
and coaching to help the staff 
improve teaching methods. 

Chrisman Unit 6 was re-
quired to hire an outside ed-
ucation partner as a term of 
the grant, but the district was 
allowed to select which firm to 
provide the service. 

In some downside news on 
the technology front, Acklin 
confirmed software vendor 
STI will no longer support its 
product for financial manage-
ment and student data man-
agement as of July 2020. The 
school’s administration cannot 
find another vendor that does 
both services in one package. 

Acklin recommended the 
purchase of financial manage-
ment software from SDS at a 
cost of $9,500 the first year and 
$4,000 annually for the next 
two years of the contract. 

TeacherEase was the pre-
ferred student data manage-
ment tool with a cost of $7,000 

the first year and $6,000 the 
next year.

The superintendent said the 
large first year cost reflects the 
need to transfer so much data 
from the STI records to the 
new programs. The annual fees 
associated with the new pro-
grams are each about $2,000 
more than the district is cur-
rently paying.

Board member Steve Rog-
ers objected to such a large 
increase over current costs. 
Acklin agreed while pointing 
out both SDS and TeacherE-
ase were the least expensive of 
all options looked at and since 
STI is pulling its product the 
district must find a replace-
ment. The superintendent 
expressed a preference for act-
ing now rather than waiting to 
2020 because staff will need 
training, which is part of the 
purchase price, before the new 
systems takes over.

Board member Karen Web-
ster said the first year higher fee 
to transfer the data is reason-
able.

“I just went through a soft-
ware change at work and would 
have gladly paid $5,000 to have 
gotten that work done,” said 
Webster. “We need to make 
a decision now at least on the 
financial component. The staff 
needs trained.”

Her motion to go with the 
SDS financial management 
software was approved. 
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BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers collected two 
softball victories this week at the ex-
pense of rival Tri-County and Okaw 
Valley.

While most teams found their dia-
monds unplayable due to the wet con-
ditions, the Lady Tigers found a home 
at Roberts Field on Eads Ave. 

Tuesday’s game against Tri-County 
was scheduled for the softball field at 
Hume but it was deemed unplayable. 
The game was moved to Roberts Field 
with Tri-County still serving as the 
home team.

PARIS 21, TRI-COUNTY 3
The Lady Tiger softball team opened 

their season with a 21-3 victory over 
the Titans.

Paris was the visiting team and start-
ed the game by going down in order. 
Grace Kile struck out two of the first 
three batters she faced in the top of 
the first. After walking the leadoff bat-
ter, returning All-Little Illini Confer-
ence pitcher Kaitlyn Mathews settled 
down and retired the next three batters 
for Tri-County to end the first inning 
scoreless.

The second inning was a differ-
ent story for the Lady Tigers as they 
pushed 10 runs across the plate — sev-
en of those coming with two outs. 

Paris added a single run in the third, 
and four more in the fourth to give 
them a 15-0 lead heading into the bot-
tom of the fourth inning. 

Tri-County was able to finally get 
in the scoring column as they scored 
three times in the inning. Paris added 
six more in the fifth inning, ending the 
game by the 10-run rule after five com-

plete.
Whitney Todd, Kelsie Dosch, 

Brooklyn Westerfield, Kaitlyn 
Mathews and Kendall Mathews each 
had two hits on the afternoon for the 
Tigers. Kaitlyn Mathews had a pair of 
doubles, Todd a triple and Dosch a 
double to account for the extra base 
hits for Paris. Kendall Mathews drove 

in four runs and Todd and Aubrey 
Sanders plated three each. Carlei Sapp, 
Sydney Fox, Sara Burger and Katrina 
Strow each singled for Paris.

Kiersten Price-Wilson had a dou-
ble and a pair of RBI’s for Tri-County. 
Makenzie Rideout added a single for 
the only Lady Titan hits on the day.
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IDNR:
Leave 
wildlife 
alone
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — 
Spring is a busy breeding 
season for wildlife, and 
the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) is reminding Illi-
nois citizens not to bother 
or handle baby birds and 
other young wild animals. 

Wildlife biologists are 
often contacted during 
the breeding season by 
well-meaning people who 
believe incorrectly that 
they may be protecting 
young wildlife by taking 
possession of baby birds, 
rabbits, fawn deer and oth-
er animals that may appear 
to have been abandoned or 
orphaned. 

In most cases, these an-
imals and birds are still 
being cared for by their 
parents, which likely stay 
away from dens and nests if 
people are nearby. 

The Illinois Wildlife 
Code provides legal pro-
tection for wildlife. It is 
against the law to keep 
wild animals as pets, or to 
raise wild animals believed 
to have been abandoned.   
Additionally, responses by 
agencies like the IDNR to 
incidents involving wildlife 
can be costly to taxpayers.  

Anyone with questions 
about care for possibly 
abandoned wildlife can 
contact a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator. 

To learn more about 
potential wildlife conflicts, 
and keeping people, pets 
and wildlife safe, visit the 
new Wildlife Illinois web-
site at https://www.wildli-
feillinois.org.

All wild birds — except 
the Rock Pigeon, Euro-
pean Starling and House 
Sparrow — are protected 
by federal law. This in-
cludes protection of eggs, 
nests and feathers. The 
IDNR works with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
to protect and manage 
birds in Illinois. 

Some additional re-
minders about wildlife in 
Illinois: 
nBirds often leave the 

nest before they can fly. 
These birds, known as 
fledglings, will live on the 
ground for a few days while 
they grow flight feathers; 
you may hear them mak-
ing noises calling for their 
parents to feed them. It 
doesn’t mean they are in 
trouble. Keep children and 
pets away. 
nDo not attempt to res-

cue fawns. Fawn deer often 
stay still to conceal them-
selves until they are old 
enough to keep up with 
their mother. The female 
deer may not stay near the 
fawns for fear of alerting 
predators to their presence. 
People should leave fawns 
alone and the mother will 
return. 
nIt is illegal in Illinois to 

feed wild deer. When deer 
congregate, it can facilitate 
the spread of disease and 
cause other unintended 
consequences. 
nWild birds and ani-

mals can become habitu-
ated to people when they 
are provided food, so don’t 

See WILDLIFE, Page 10A

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

Nugent resigns PHS post
Paris native steps away from Tiger basketball job; Third longest tenure in PHS history 

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Coaches – regardless of 
the sport or the level of com-
petition – are often cited as 
role models to their family, 
friends, spectators and, most 
importantly, their athletes. 
The most difficult decision 
for  for many is to stepping  
way from that coaching role. 

Paris Tiger head basketball 
team coach Shawn Nugent, 
hung up his whistle as the 
playcaller of the program, 
citing a desire to spend more 
time with his wife and sons.

The decision marks the end 
of 13 years as a head coach, 
nine of which were spent 
leading the black-and-orange. 

“It really came down to 
me having the opportunity 
to spend more time with my 

boys Braylon and Landon 
and my wife Brandi,” Nugent 

said. “Coaching consumed 
so much of my time and 

thoughts and I can’t get that 
time back that I missed.” 

Nugent will be missed by 
many as not just the head of 
the basketball program, but 
also as a representative of 
Paris High School, accord-
ing to Paris Athletic Director 
Creighton Tarr. 

“I really thank him (Nu-
gent) for the time and effort 
that he gave to Paris basket-
ball,” Tarr said. “He has been 
an ambassador of basketball 
for this high school and the 
community.” 

Nugent was the third lon-
gest tenured coach in the Par-
is basketball program history, 
following Ernie Eveland and 
his own high school coach,-
Jerry Fulk.

Nugent led the Paris bask-
erball through several historic 

milestones, including the pro-
gram’s last game in Eveland 
gym and its first game in their 
current home at Paris High 
School. 

Having had the opportu-
nity to coach the Tiger team 
— et alone just shy of a de-
cade — was an aspiration of 
Nugent’s. 

“It was a dream of mine 
to coach Paris since I can re-
member,” Nugent said. “I am 
so proud of the history of this 
program in the state and it is 
something I wanted to be a 
part of.”  

Sports often draw the high-
est of passions from people 
and Nugent was no different. 
From the long road trips and 
countless hours in the gym, 
to even the offseason, where 

Special to The Prairie Press

Shawn Nugent, who led the Paris basketball program for nine 
years, resigned the position thispast week.

See NUGENT, Page 10A

Weather
wipes out 
baseball 

LADY TIGERS START SOFTBALL SEASON WITH WINS

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Aubrey Sanders prepares to lay down a bunt in the first inning of Tuesday’s Paris High School-Tri-County 
girls softball opener. Paris was the visiting team, hosting the Titans at Roberts Field due to the unplayable conditions at the 
softball field in Hume. Paris won the game 21-3.

Paris coasts to 2 victories

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press 

Tri-County’s Grace Kile throws the first pitch of the softball season at Roberts 
Field in Paris Tuesday. The Titan’s field in Hume was deemed unplayable due to the 
weather and the game was moved to Paris.  

See SOFTBALL, Page 10A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — The 
Tri-County Titans baseball 
team was ready to make its 
2019 season debut until an 
onset of storms and heavy 
rain canceled their open-
ing games.  

The Titans were to trav-
el to Windsor Tuesday, 
March 12, for their open-
ing day contest against 
the Windsor/Steward-
son-Strasburg Hatchets. 
They were scheduled to 
play their home opener 
Fridy in Kansas against  the 
Marshall Lions. 

No make up dates have 
been announced.

State trout 
season set 
on April 6
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
2019 Illinois Spring Trout 
Fishing Season opens Sat-
urday, April 6 at 58 ponds, 
lakes and streams through-
out the state — including 
Casey Park Pond.

The Casey location is 
one of four new sites added 
for the spring season. Oth-
ers include Baumann Lake 
in Cherry Valley, Weldon 
Springs Lake in DeWitt 
County and Belk Lake in 
Wood River have been 
added for the first time for 
spring stockings.

The Illinois Catchable 
Trout Program is funded 
by those who use the pro-
gram through the sale of 
Inland Trout Stamps. 

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources  
stocks more than 80,000 
rainbow trout each year 
in bodies of water where 
trout fishing is permitted 
during the spring season 
and an additional 80,000 
trout for the fall season.

No trout may be taken 
from any of the stocked 
sites from March 15 until 
the spring trout season 
opens at 5 a.m. on April 6. 

See TROUT, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Special!

YOUR
CHOICE!

INSTANT SAVINGS
On 2 Rain-X® Latitude® 

Wiper Blades  Premium Blades

Wiper Blade

SAVE 
$8

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Footlong

$2.00

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Pork Burger, Chips 
& Drink      $5.50

Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Strawberry

On Fridays
Cod Fish 

               Sandwich 
$3.75

NUGENT
FROM PAGE 9A

he said he spent hours cutting 
the grass with nothing but bas-
ketball schemes and team de-
velopment on his mind.  He was 
totally wrapped up in basketball. 

“It really is mentally, emo-
tionally and physically con-
suming,” Nugent said. “I think 
that stepping back will allow 
me the opportunity to take a 
break and spend more time 
with my family.” 

Taking a break from 
coaching will also impact 
Nugent’s two sons, Braylon 
and Landon, both of who 
are deeply involved in bas-
ketball. 

“I think that they both felt 
some pressure to play well be-
cause of my position,” Nugent 
said. “I want Braylon (fresh-

man) and Landon (sixth  
grade) to develop and be-
come the best basketball play-
ers they can be, and they’ll 
have the opportunity to do 
that without added pressure.” 

Stepping down marks the 
current end of a 13-year stint 
as a head coach, in which Nu-
gent went 197-173 overall 
between the Chrisman High 
School and Paris jobs — just 
three victories shy from the 
200-win mark. 

Nugent led the Tigers to 
two regional championships 
and one sectional champi-
onship. He led the Chrisman 
Cardinals to two conference 
championships. He also  
coached five athletes who 
went on to play at the colle-
giate level. 

Nugent was named the 
Illinois Basketball Coaches 

Association District 14 coach 
of the year in 2014. He is also 
just one of five coaches at Par-
is to win a sectional title. 

As a Tiger basketball play-
er he was a member of an  an 
Apollo conference champi-
onship as well as a regional 
championship with a 20-8 
record in 1993. 

Despite the stats and the 
championships though, at 
the end of the day Nugent is 
much more focused on the 
players and the relationships 
that he built through his nine 
years at the helm of the Paris 
High School basketball pro-
gram. 

“I love all of the relation-
ships that I have built with 
fans and former players and 
that is what has been the most 
important thing for me as a 
coach,” Nugent said. “The 

memories that I have made 
— like our annual summer 
basketball camp in Vandalia 
where would go out to eat 
at a Mexican restaurant and 
joke around — those are the 
things that mean the most 
to me. At the end of the day, 
that’s why you do it.” 

Nugent will still be around 
the program next year, this 
time though as an avid fan. 

“I wish the best of luck in 
the world to the program and 
I will always be a Paris Tiger,” 
Nugent said. “I am proud of 
the time that I spent there 
and I want them to continue 
on with the tradition of hard 
work and dedication that is 
Tiger basketball in this state. 
For all of my former and cur-
rent players, I want them to 
know that they will always be 
my guys.” 

Kaitlyn Mathews picked 
up the win in the circle for 
Paris going two innings and 
allowing no hits or runs. She 
walked one and struck out 
one. Sami Potter threw two 
innings and allowing three 
earned runs on two hits, 
walking one and striking out 
two. Karley Moore finished 
the game going one inning 
of no-hit ball. She struck out 
two.

Kile was charged with the 
loss for Tri-County as she 
went two innings, allowing 
10 runs on eight hits walking 
four and striking out four. 
Calynne Phillips tossed two 
innings allowing five runs — 
one earned — on three hits. 
She walked six and struck out 
one. Meredith Smith pitched 
the fifth inning allowing six 
earned runs on four hits. She 
walked three.

PARIS 21, OKAW VALLEY 0
If the Paris Lady Tiger 

softball team were to head to 
Las Vegas, they would come 
home with a pocket full of 
money.

For the second consecu-
tive day, the Lady Tigers(2-0) 
scored 21 runs. This time, they 
shutout Okaw Valley (0-1) to 
the tune of 21-0 Wednesday 
afternoon at Roberts Field.

Paris scored six in the first, 
three in the second and 12 in 
the third inning to win their 
second straight game by the 
10-run rule. 

The Lady Tigers pounded 
out 10 hits in the game, but 
benefited even more so from 
the nine walks and two errors 

by Okaw Valley.
Kaitlin Mathews reached 

on an error to start the first 
inning, then a pair of walks 
loaded the bases for Aubrey 
Sanders, who drove in a pair 
with a single to center. Two 
batters later, Kelsie Dosch 
emptied the bases with a 

grand slam to left field to give 
Paris the 6-0 lead. Sanders 
drove in her third run in the 
very next inning with a dou-
ble to left field giving the Ti-
gers a 9-0 lead.

Sara Burger was hit by a 
pitch to start the third inning 
and came all the way around 
to score on a triple by Kait-
lin Mathews. Carlei Sapp 
reached on a bunt single, then 
scored on a two-run homer 
from Whitney Todd. Dosch 
added to her huge day just 
four batters later as she tripled 
to center field to bring home 
three more runs. 

Dosch led the Lady Tigers 
on offense on the day, driving 
in seven runs with a home 
run and a triple. Sanders had 
three hits — including a dou-
ble — and drove in four runs 
in the game. Sydney Fox had a 
double and a single. Mathews 
tripled and drove in two.

Kaitlyn Mathews also 
picked up her second win of 
the season as she went three 
innings allowing two hits, 
two walks while striking out 
five. Sami Potter pitched the 
fourth inning allowing just 
one hit while striking out two.

If the weather permits, the 
Lady Tigers will be busy next 
week. They are scheduled to 
travel to Bismark-Henning 
Wednesday, host Oblong on 
Thursday and travel to Robin-
son on Saturday. 

SOFTBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Paris Lady Tiger pitcher Kaitlyn Mathews picked up two wins in 
the opening week of the high school softball season.

WILDLIFE
FROM PAGE 9A

don’t leave pet food outside 
at night, clean up under bird 
feeders, secure the lids on 
garbage cans to keep rac-
coons and other wildlife out, 
and don’t feed Canada geese 
and coyotes in urban/subur-

ban areas. Nuisance animals 
can become dangerous to 
people. 
nHandling wild animals 

can result in the handler being 
bitten. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, wild 
animals that bite a person 
must be euthanized immedi-
ately to be tested for rabies. 

TROUT
FROM PAGE 9A

Anyone attempting to take 
(harvest) trout before the 
legal harvest season opening 
will be issued citations.  

All anglers must have a 
fishing license and an Inland 
Trout Stamp, unless they are 
under the age of 16, blind or 
disabled, or are an Illinois 
resident on leave from active 
duty in the Armed Forces. 
The daily catch limit for each 
angler is five trout. 

For more information on 
trout seasons and other Illi-
nois fishing opportunities, 
check the website. 

Illinois fishing licenses 
and Inland Trout Stamps are 
available at DNR Direct li-

cense and permit locations, 
including many bait shops, 
sporting goods stores and 
other retail outlets. 

Fishing licenses and trout 
stamps can also be pur-
chased by using a credit card 
through DNR Direct online 
via the IDNR website or by 
calling DNR Direct toll-free 
at 1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-
673-7648).

For more information 
about all site regulations, an-
glers should contact individ-
ual sites that will be stocked 
with catchable-size trout. 

Not all sites open at 5 
a.m. on opening day. An-
glers are reminded to check 
the opening time of their 
favorite sites prior to the 
opening date. 

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS

www.pcfa.ticketleap.com (24/7)

Prospect Bank (Business Hours)

PCFA Lobby (3/23 Only)

March 23rd - 12pm

APRIL APRILAPRILAPRIL

5th 

7pm

7th 

2pm

6th 

7pm

6th 

1pm

$10

Where to buy:

 

TICKETS ON SALE
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

The Paris Young Farmers would like to thank all 
of this year's consignors, bidders and buyers 

from our Annual Consignment Auction.

We’d also like to thank the following donors and volunteers 

for assisting with this year’s auction: Farm Credit 

Illinois-Chad Gann, Kenny Farms, Jim Tate, Fuetz 

Contractors, Dunkley Farms & Excavating, Ingrum Waste 

Disposal, Clear Talk, Specialty Battery, Vermillion United 

Methodist Church, Edgar County Fair, Snearley & Company, 

Matthew Moss, Kerry Lenhart, Jim Knowles, Dean Wright, 

Callie Baber, Cole Vietor, Tucker Wood, Amber Tegeler, Shelly 

Bright, Terri Quinn, Megan Ingrum, Jacob Wolfe, 

Matt Mattingly, McKenzie Tegeler, Jessica Wolfe & Dirk Nail. 

See you next year on March 14, 2020 for our 
47th Annual Consignment Auction

Thank YouThank You

Elbridge Township is paying 
$95,000 toward to the project. 
Another $500,000 is com-
ing from a loan to the county 
by EnerStar Electric Coop-
erative using United States 
Department of Agriculture 
Rural Economic Develop-
ment money administered by 
EnerStar.

In other highway depart-
ment related matters, the 
board authorized Lawson 
to seek another safety grant 
for work on the Lower Terre 
Haute Road. The county re-
ceived $1.5 million last year 
for shoulder work.

Lawson said the new pro-
posal is for improving the 
road’s elevation and doing an-
other surface overlay before 
installing the new shoulders. 
Knight and Associates Survey-
ing and Cummins Engineering 
were hired as consultants to 
help gather the necessary data 
for the grant. 

The county is entering the 
time of the fiscal year when 
money starts getting tight. 
County treasurer Don Wise-
man was authorized to open a 
line of credit to help the county 
pay bills. This is something the 
county does every year as a 
safeguard and for the last two 
years Wiseman has not need-
ed the line of credit, but he is 
not optimistic about getting 
through without borrowing 
this year.

“We are definitely on fumes 
right now, but we will make it 
through the month,” said Wise-
man. “I will only borrow what I 
need to and repay it as soon as 
we make a (tax) distribution to 

keep interest minimal.”
Borrowing is not an indica-

tion the county is overspend-
ing revenue. The action is 
needed because of a cash flow 
issue created when the state 
does not always pay its obliga-
tions in a timely manner. As 
of the March 13 meeting, the 
county had not received either 
the monthly income tax or lo-
cal use tax payments.

“We are still owed $50,000 
to $60,000 from last year for 
the probation department,” 
said Wiseman.

Another financial hit from 
the state is coming July 1 when 
a new law becomes effective. 

“I’m working on a new fee 
schedule,” said Angie Barrett, 
Edgar County Circuit Clerk. 
“Starting July 1, defendants 
sentenced in a criminal case 
can seek fee waivers from the 
court.”

She said this is part of the 
Access to Justice effort that 
resulted in legislation last year 
granting $30 daily credit to-
ward bond for people sitting in 
jail and unable to post bond. 

Barrett was unable to specu-
late about what this will mean 
financially to the county and 
court system since many of 
the people sentenced to fines 
and fees in criminal cases rarely 
have the resources to pay any-
way. She does anticipate the fee 
waiver legislation will mean a 
reduction of money coming 
into her office.

“It helps us and hurts us,” 
said Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood. 

He noted the fee waivers will 
also apply to charges associated 
with processing arrests, serving 
warrants and posting bond. On 
the other hand, he anticipates a 

STALEY
FROM PAGE 1A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Crestwood school 
board hired a new school 
psychologist and set eighth 
grade graduation during a 
short monthly board meeting 
Wednesday, March 13, at the 
school.

On the recommendation of 
Crestwood Superintendent of 
Schools Danette Young, the 

board approved a 40-day con-
tract for the 2019-2020 school 
year with Mel Titus, who also 
works in the Villa Grove school 
district.

Eighth grade graduation was 
set at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 23. 
Young said the PHS gradua-
tion is May 24 and the eighth 
grade trip is the previous day.

Young reported the dis-
trict still has not received a 

transportation payment from 
the state but that it has been 
vouchered. The budget is on 
track, she said.

In other business, the board:
nApproved the fuel bid 

with Effingham Equity.
nHeard the dates for IAR 

testing, which will conclude 
before spring break.
nHeard the district’s pre-

school testing as successful 

with 62 students participating. 
Young said 40 students — in-
cluding 26 new students — 
will participate in Project Help 
next year.
nCongratulated girls bas-

ketball coach Missy Tingley 
for being selected as the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Hall of 
Fame Coach of the Year from 
the area division.
nThanked Horizon Health 

reduction in paperwork as a 
result. 

“It gets people out who 
might have to sit six or seven 
months, but it will be a finan-
cial problem,” said Wood.

Voigt expressed concern 
about another action from 
Springfield.

“The minimum wage issue 
is the gorilla in the room,” said 
Voigt.

A new Illinoi law raises the 
minimum wage in step increas-
es to $15 by 2025. Voigt said 
the issue for county govern-
ment is trying to deal with it 
while confronting diminishing 
revenue. 

“All of these things seem 
designed to enhance the state 
revenue by putting more on 
the locals,” said Voigt. “We are 

expected to do more and more 
with less and less.”

Among the action items, the 
county board accepted the res-
ignation of Cindy Belt from the 
Emergency Telephone System 
Board (ETSB). The ETSB has 
oversight of the county’s 911 
emergency call system.

It was noted Belt, along with 
county board member Karl 
Farnham Jr., has served on the 
ETSB since the beginning

“Over the years, she’s been 
a very valuable member and 
served as the secretary of the 
board since the inception,” said 
Farnham.

Voigt said at this time the 
county board will not appoint 
a replacement, which will take 
the ETSB from eight to seven 
members. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – The village 
of Brocton is the recipient 
of a $500,000 grant from the 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity (DCEO) but the mon-
ey hasn’t been released, yet.

Lee Beckman of Milano & 
Grunloh Engineers attend-
ed the village board meeting 
Wednesday, March 13, with 
more paperwork for village 
officials to sign. The two 
agreements authorized both 
the engineering firm and the 
Coles County Regional Plan-
ning Commission to serve as 
the village’s administrative 
agents for the grant.

“For the next several 
months, you won’t see much 
happening,” said Beckman.

This is the time period 
when the engineers complete 
the required environmental 
and cultural studies before 
digging can start to install the 
new water mains. A variety 

of state agencies must review 
the studies and sign off on the 
work. 

In addition, several Native 
American groups must be in-
formed of the scope and na-
ture of the project. 

Beckman said Brocton’s wa-
ter main work cannot be ad-
vertised or a contract let until 
the mandatory preliminaries 
are complete. His best guess 
is construction is not possible 
until fall at the earliest.

“I’m not in favor of doing a 
project over the winter,” said 
Beckman, adding his prefer-
ence is to do a January bid-
ding and start digging in per-
haps March or April of 2020.

In another grant related 
discussion, Mayor Dennis 
Cary asked permission of the 
trustees to have a grant writer 
search for possible funding 
to erect a new community 
center and village hall. The 
present community building 
and town hall was originally 
an open pavilion in the village 
park that was enclosed.

“This building has some 
dire problems,” said Cary. “It 
is sitting on a termite bed. The 
restroom window is ready to 
fall out, and there are electri-
cal issues. There are plugs and 

lights that just quit working.”
Other issues he listed in-

cluded termite damage that 
possibly weakened rafters and 
a tendency for water to back 
up under the roof. 

The trustees approved the 
idea for researching possible 
grants after being assured 
there is no cost to do so.

Trustee Debbie Porter re-
ported the citizen committee 
trying increase the center’s 
use is having some success.

“The building was used 
every weekend in February,” 
said Porter and an upcoming 
event is showing a free movie 
March 31 for village residents. 

Some less positive news 
was shared.

Cary said three break-ins 
occurred at the village water 
tower during the last month 
when a person, or persons, 
unknown kicked in the door 
to the building. Following the 
most recent incident a steel 
door with a steel frame was 
installed.

Also in the mysterious 
crime category, Cary said an 
unknown car knocked down 
a 6-inch by 6-inch support 
post supporting the lean to 
roof at the village’s red barn 
where the Spring Festival 

takes place.
“It also took out a fire hy-

drant,” said Cary, adding it is 
not known at this time who is 
responsible for the damage.

Porter raised the issue of 
properties in town that need 
cleaned up. She referred to 
one home that does not have 
a refuse company pick up 
trash. Instead, the family plac-
es bags of household trash in a 
pile near the garage.

“I’m getting calls about 
people letting trash accu-
mulate,” said Porter. “Are we 
going to be aggressive about 
that?”

This is an ongoing problem, 
replied trustee Christie Cox. 

“We have some habitual 
offenders,” said Cox. “I send 
Ray (village police chief Ray 
Sollars) to talk to them. Af-
ter his visit, they make some 
progress then quit.”

Cary suggested a meeting 
between himself, Sollars and 
Cox to review current village 
ordinances and look for ways 
to perhaps put more teeth 
into enforcement.

“We’ve got to do some-
thing,” said Porter. “It’s not 
fair to other people who are 
trying to keep their properties 
maintained.”

New psychologist joins Crestwood school
and WTWO for the donation 
of 500 books to the school.
nAccepted the resignation 

of Amy McClain as the school’s 
volleyball coach.
nCongratulated Megan 

Lindsay’s fifth grade class for 
winning the local EIT Rube 
Goldberg Competition.
nAccepted the resignations 

of Megan Lindsay and Hannah 
Howe as elementary teach-
ers, effective at the end of the 
school year.
nHired Melanie Johnson to 

help with mowing and outside 
grounds work.
nApproved family medical 

leave for Kristen Trogdon be-
ginning May 20.

Jumping through the hoops for $500,000
Brocton board 
awaits release of 
grant money for 
water
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IF YOU GO
Chrisman High School 

students are bringing 
“Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
to the high school stage. 
The three performances in 
the school gym are 7 p.m. 
Friday, March 22; 7 p.m. 
Saturday, March 23; and 1 
p.m., Sunday, March 24.

worked with all of the stu-
dents for several previous pro-
ductions, Huber has a good 
sense of not only each person’s 
strengths and weaknesses but 
also what the group can do col-
lectively.

“I felt it truly fit our cast,” 
Huber said.

Another issue he considers 
is the fun factor. Huber ex-
plained the Chrisman commu-
nity has a strong preference for 
high school productions that 
are both fun and family friend-
ly entertainment.

“It’s a great, fun show,” Hu-
ber said.

Huber’s students lack his 
breadth of knowledge about 
musical theater and often have 
to look up the musicals select-
ed. It was a mixed reaction to 
the announcement the school 
was performing “Joseph.”

Rylee Lorton had heard of 
it and was aware the storyline 
has a biblical connection, but 
she had never heard the music 
nor seen a performance of the 
musical. Fellow cast member 
Colby Phipps was much more 

excited about Huber’s 2019 
selection.

“I hadn’t seen it live, but I 
was familiar with the show,” 
said Phipps.

“Colby was jazzed,” Lorton 
insisted.

Phipps auditioned for and 
got the lead role as Joseph. 
Student cast members ex-
plained they can audition for 
specific roles but they also 
know Huber has the final say, 
and he sometimes puts people 
in positions he believes best 
suits their talents.

Some of Huber’s choices 
surprise those getting the part.

Kaiden Moody wanted a 
small part and was cast as one 
of the brothers, but starting in 
act 2 he dominates the stage as 
the Egyptian Pharaoh.

Huber split the narrator’s 
role between Lorton, Lindsey 
Franz and Addison Pickett. 

The young women said 
splitting the demanding role 
was beneficial.

“That way you don’t have 
to learn all of the songs,” said 
Pickett.

Lorton added the three 
students sharing the role give 
each other a lot of support, 

exchange ideas about how to 
do it and help with developing 
dance moves. 

“A lot of the choreography 
for the narrator is getting out of 
the way of the other dancers,” 
said Pickett.

Being handed part of the 
narrator duties surprised 
Franz.

“I just wanted to be in the 
ensemble,” she said. 

All of the cast principals said 
theater is something they enjoy 
despite the time commitment.

“There’s no other club like 
theater,” said Phipps. “Even 
though it’s just high school the 
students take it seriously. I have 
tons of fun.”

Despite just wanting a small 
part, Moody acknowledged a 
desire to be an actor, which is 
something of a family trait.

“My mom kind of pushed 
me into it because my sister did 
it,” he said.

Franz is self-described as shy 
and finds theater a broadening 
activity that helps her express 
herself. 

“I wanted to work up to it 
(lead roles), but I’m glad the 
way it turned out,” said Franz.

At the other end of the scale 

JOSEPH
FROM PAGE 12A

One of the big production numbers in “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” is the awarding of the coat of many colors 
to Joseph. Chrisman High School is performing the musical 7 p.m. Friday, March 22; 7 p.m. Saturday, March 23; and 1 p.m., Sunday, 
March 24.

Pharaoh rocks the stage in a costume that includes blue suede 
shoes as the handmaidens dance like an Egyptian in the back-
ground. Kaiden Moody plays pharaoh in the Chrisman High School 
production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”

The 11 sons of Jacob are ticked off by their father’s overt favoritism toward 12th son Joseph and 
plot their revenge. Chrisman High School is performing “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” for the spring musical.

The narrator’s responsibility in the Chrisman High School pro-
duction of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” is 
shared by three students, clockwise from top, Addison Pickett, 
Lindsey Franz and Rylee Lorton.

ALL PHOTOS GARY HENRY/THE 
PRAIRIE PRESS

is extrovert Lorton who is 
comfortable doing class pre-
sentations and being on the 
stage.

“It’s like playing dress up, 
and it’s acceptable at 17,” said 
Lorton.

Pickett appreciates the ca-
maraderie that develops as the 
cast gels and the performance 
comes together. 

“I like the family aspect. I 
feel like we get kind of close,” 
Pickett said. “I like going on the 
stage to be someone different 
with a different persona.”  

The lustful advances of his owner’s wife proved the undoing of 
Joseph during his time of slavery in Egypt. Colby Phipps, left, 
plays Joseph and Destiny Christensen, right, is the seductress.

Chrisman music teacher Jeff Nelson is helping with the school 
production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
by playing Jacob. In this scene, Jacob mourns the false news his 
favorite son was killed by a wild animal.

Joseph holds the attention of the Pharaoh and the pharaoh’s court as he interprets Pharaoh’s 
dreams indicating the coming of seven years of abundance followed by seven years of want and 
the need for a plan to carry Egypt through the lean years. Colby Phipps, left is Joseph, and Kaiden 
Moody, right is Pharaoh in the Chrisman High School production of “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.”

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism



SATURDAY,  
MARCH 16, 2019 1B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Every schoolteacher has a 
boiling point. 

Most all of them emit 
signals when 
a bad mood 
is headed 
for eruption. 
The signs 
may be a 
removal 
of glasses, 
narrowing 
of eyelids, 
a droopy-
lipped 

frown, a slow rising of red 
across the face or any number 
of other unusual omens. Stu-
dents with any lick of common 
sense know better than irritate 
such a teacher at this critical 
moment.  

They back off, behav-
ior-wise, knowing if they 
cross that line of demarcation, 
there’s gonna be an outburst 
of bitter anger. Even the nicest, 
sweetest little mother-hen 
type of teacher will explode 
with fury. When that happens, 
one or more students sudden-
ly face hell to pay.

This story began when a girl 
named Alice brought a mouse 
to school. That’s difficult to be-
lieve, I know, because girls by 
design are scared out of their 
shoes if they even glimpse a 
mouse. But then, there are 
boys who’d rather play a flute 
than basketball, so I guess 
there could be a rare girl now 
and then who isn’t afraid of a 
mouse. 

Alice brought the small 
creature inside a jacket pocket. 
That’s hard to believe, too. 
You’d think the mouse would 
escape at first chance. Maybe 
it was injured or born crippled. 
I don’t know. Maybe it just felt 
comfortable in pockets.

Alice belonged to a social 
clan of eighth-grade girls who 
were ornery pranksters. They 
were good at studies, but they 
were sneaky – the kind that 
can lie so innocently and keep 
a straight face. She had no spe-
cific plans for the mouse, but 
figured a creative opportunity 
would surely occur.  

Mrs. Felix, their mid-
dle-aged math teacher, hap-
pened to invite temptation by 
draping a blue cardigan across 
her chair.

Shortly after class began, 
students began working 
problems on the chalkboard, 
creating traffic, which afforded 
Alice a perfect opportunity 
to slip the mouse unnoticed 
inside the teacher’s sweater.

Five minutes later, Mrs. 
Felix felt a mite chilly and 
donned the sweater for 
warmth. To her surprise, she 
detected a lumpy, wiggly 
pocket. Her exploring fingers 
caused the furry little creature 
to panic.  It clawed and darted 
for open air along her forearm 
before leaping to the floor and 
dashing into the darkness of a 
supply closet. Mrs. Felix flung 
her hands upward, jumped 
sideways and screamed bloody 
murder.

Two others, Mr. Wayne 
from next door, and Miss 
Haney from across the hall, 
were quick to appear, thinking 
Mrs. Felix had been injured or 
attacked. Elmo, the custodian, 
dropped his dust mop on the 
stairs and quickly joined the 
emergency response.  

When Mrs. 
Felix blew 
her stack

ALLEN
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A devoutly religious man 
brought the mighty Colorado 
Civil Rights Commission to 
heel last 
week. Thus 
ended a six-
year struggle 
between the 
Goliath and 
the small-
town baker, 
a fellow 
named Jack 
Phillips.

Phillips, 
owner of Masterpiece Cake 
Shop in Lakewood, brought 
the god Bureaucracy down on 
his head when he refused to 
bake a cake for a gay cou-
ple’s wedding reception. So, 
naturally, the couple ran to the 
commission.

If one assumed there are no 
other cake bakers in a city of 
155,000, and a cake must be 
had, one might have sympathy 
for the gay couple. The gay 
couple believed their sexual 
orientation was right with 
God; the baker believed he 
could not condone it, and be 
right with God.

The question is: Was their 
visit to Masterpiece a mission, 
or an insatiable appetite for 
one of the baker’s world-re-
nown wedding reception 
cakes? 

 In a sense, Phillips and the 
LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and queer) community were 
just on different sides of the 
fence. Where God stands, 
no mortal man really knows. 
We pontificate, speculate and 
judge.

One of man’s most unap-
pealing characteristics is his 
desire to tell other people 
what to do. We all know this, 
consciously, or not. It reminds 
me of the lady in the Wal-Mart 
parking lot, who upbraided 
me for not parking between 
the lines.

 “You are parked across the 
line,” she said, as she rushed 
over to me. Being a patient 
man, when she opened her 
mouth again, I told her to 
mind her own business. A 
one-woman bureaucrat, she 
was.

There are bureaucrats 
who do the right thing, use 
their power in a judicial and 
impartial way. And then, there 
are jerks who take delight in 
pushing people around. It 
was evident at the start of this 
whole affair,  the commission 
members judged Phillips 
birthed by their own biases. 

The Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission, rising to the 
challenge of an upstart cake 
baker, issued an edict to Phil-
lips, listing a litany of demands 
– many, many demands that 
he mend his way or else.

Never say no to an order 
for a cake, the commission 
commanded. Of course, Phil-
lips said no, which, apparently 
drove the commissioners into 
a state of high frenzy. An angry 
God would envy the commis-
sion.

 Hell, really, has no fury like 
a bureaucracy whose edict is 
slapped down by the courts. 
LGBTQ people showed up at 
the door, ordered cakes, were 
rejected and filed complaints. 
The commission did its best 
to beat Phillips down, but 
surrendered last week. 

Here is my take, sort of, on 
this whole affair.

A fuss 
over cake

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

BY NANCY ZEMAN
rpweib1@gmail.com

I don’t think it’s any secret that I love 
Savannah, Ga. Even when it’s 100 de-
grees with 99 percent humidity or when 
the yellow pollen covers everything, I 
love the Hostess City. 

As you read this today (Saturday, 
March 16), Savannah is celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day with the second biggest 
parade in the U.S., plenty of liquid re-
freshment and food in what has become 
not only a Savannah tradition but an 
attraction for people from all over the 
world.

I get it. I didn’t understand why Sa-
vannah made such a big deal about St. 
Patrick’s Day until we moved there. 

A quick aside to my readers here. 
Savannah’s Irish leadership does know 
how to read a calendar. Savannah tradi-
tionally celebrates St. Patrick’s Day on 
March 17 — except when it falls on a 
Sunday as it does this year. 

The truth is Irish roots run deep in 
Savannah as well as the rest of Georgia. 
The Irish were among some of the first 
settlers to arrive in the new colony in 
1734. Along with being some of the first 
people granted land, the Irish had their 
hand in shaping the colony and boost-
ing the economy in the South. 

Howard Keely, the director of the 
Center for Irish Research and Teach-
ing at Georgia Southern University in 
Statesboro, Ga., explained while James 
Oglethorpe is the founder of Georgia, 
an important Irishman named Henry 
Ellis is responsible for keeping the col-
ony afloat. 

Ellis was the second royal governor 
of the colony and created its county sys-
tem. He also strengthened relationships 
with Native Americans, which helped 
settlers get access to more of the state. 

 By the early 1800s, a large population 
of working-class Irish people were living 
in Savannah, and a large population had 
settled across 15,000 acres of land be-
tween Augusta and Savannah, the area 
that is now the city of Louisville. “At this 
point, [the population of] Savannah 
[began] to turn into a blend of the Pres-
byterian Scots-Irish and the often lower 
class native Irish Catholics,” explained 
writer Casey Rohlen in an article for Re-
flector Magazine. 

The Irish continued seeking work 
around Savannah, and they found it eas-
ily, as there was a great demand for help 
to build the canals, ports and, later on, 
the railroad system. The last and largest 
migration came during The Great Fam-
ine — also known as the Irish Potato 
Famine. Research suggests that as many 
as one in three white households in Sa-
vannah in 1860 were from Ireland — 
not just Irish, but Irish-born.

St. Patrick’s Day in Savannah is one 
big party — winding along the parade 
route from 10:15 a.m. to mid-after-
noon. It’s mostly a family atmosphere 
although certain areas can get rowdy. 
The City Market and on River Street is-

Savannah goes green
Special to The Prairie Press 

One of the traditional kickoffs to Savannah St. Patrick’s week activities is the greening of the fountain in Forsyth Park. 
Members of the Irish society and their families gather for the celebration to dump the green dye in the fountain, one of the 
symbols of Savannah.

See LIVING Page 2B
See CODGER, Page 2B

The microwave oven is a 
staple of the kitchen. Beloved 
for its speed and ease of use, 
it’s found in 90 percent of 
American homes. 

It has roots in the research of 
the World War II war industry. 
The development of radar was 
a game changer for the Allies. 
By bouncing short radio waves 
off distant objects the reflected 
ping showed the size, distance 
and number of enemy aircraft 
while still miles away. 

A magnetron was used to 
generate the radar waves. The 
magnetron is a little like the 
old-time TV cathode-ray tube 
which shot electrons from the 
back to the front and made the 
screen glow. The magnetron 
uses magnets to direct elec-

trons in a curved arc to gen-
erate radio waves, which are 
then focused with a waveguide 
and blasted out at a target. The 
first high-power but portable 
magnetron was invented in 
Britain in 1939 giving the 
Allies control of the air. 

Back in the 1940s a 
self-taught engineer named 
Percy Spencer was working 
to develop smaller and more 
efficient magnetron tubes. He 
had a habit of feeding squirrels 
on his lunch break and carried 
peanut clusters in his pocket. 

While working in the lab, 
he stuck his hand into his 
pocket and noted the gooey 
mess where the candy bar had 
melted. In one of those great 
serendipity science moments, 

his curiosity prompted placing 
an egg in the radar beam. It 
exploded all over his face after 
a minute. 

The 
focus of 
his project 
changed to 
developing 
a working 
microwave 
oven. 
Raytheon 
unveiled 
the first 
RaydaRange 
oven in 1946. The first public 
use was the Speedy-Weeny 
vending machine in1947 at 
Grand Central Station. It was 
never a commercial success.

Raytheon acquired Amana 

Refrigeration in 1965 and 
started marketing Amana 
Radar-ranges. In the 1970s, 
the reliability, size and price 
point started the microwave 
revolution. The fast pace 
of American life made it a 
perfect fit. By 1976, micro-
wave ovens became more 
popular than the dishwasher, 
being found in 60 percent of 
American houses. 

How does a microwave 
heat food? To answer we need 
to review what is meant by 
heat energy. Heat is the flow 

of energy from high to low 
temperature where tempera-
ture is the average kinetic 
energy of the molecules or 
vibrations. In simple terms, 
it is the average speed of the 

molecules. Molecules in a 
liquid or solid vibrate back and 
forth like they are connected 
with springs. The faster the 
molecules are vibrating, the 
higher the kinetic energy or 
the higher the temperature. 
One way to increase tempera-
ture is to let energy flow from a 
hot burner to the substance. 

A microwave uses a different 
method. By beaming radio 
waves into the matter it causes 
the molecules to vibrate just 
like a paper will vibrate in front 
of a loud speaker. As the food 
molecules move faster, the 
food temperature is increased. 
Microwaves only penetrate a 
half-inch into most food but 
the vibrating molecules then 
bounce off adjacent molecules 

finally heating the interior. 
Microwaves are just the 

right size to resonate with 
polar molecules like water. The 
three-atom water molecule 
is bent like a boomerang and 
wags easily to become excited. 
Fats are not polar, but do have a 
low-heat capacity meaning they 
increase speed easily. Fats don’t 
boil at 212 degrees so they will 
get much hotter than water. 

Conversely, a solid metal 
plate reflects microwaves like 
a mirror. Placing a twist-tie 
package or crumpled foil in a 
microwave is dangerous. Not 
because they are metal but be-
cause they are small with sharp 
edges acting like an antennae 
to concentrate the energy. 

Cooking at the speed of light with the microwave oven

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

BAKED CORNED BEEF AND SWISS 
HAWAIIAN SLIDERS

12 Hawaiian Mini Rolls
1 pound lean corned beef, sliced
8 slices, Swiss cheese
1 cup sauerkraut
poppy seeds
1 tablespoon olive oil

Thousand Island Dressing:
1/4 cup ketchup
1/4 cup light mayonnaise
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder

Preheat oven to 350°F.
Cover a rimmed baking pan with 

aluminum foil and spray with non-stick 
cooking spray.

Leaving the rolls together, slice them 
in half. Place the bottom of the rolls onto 
the baking pan followed by the corned 
beef, sauerkraut, Thousand Island and 
Swiss cheese ,followed by the top of the 
Hawaiian rolls.

Brush on olive oil and sprinkle with 
poppy seeds.

Loosely place aluminum foil over top 
of the rolls.

Bake for 20 minutes.

COLCANNON

3 pounds potatoes, scrubbed
2 sticks butter
1 1/4 cups hot milk
Freshly ground black pepper
1 head cabbage, cored and finely  

        shredded
1 (1-pound) piece ham or bacon, 

cooked the day before
4 scallions, finely chopped
Chopped parsley leaves, for garnish

Steam the potatoes in their skins for 
30 minutes. Peel them using a knife and 
fork. Chop with a knife before mashing. 
Mash thoroughly to remove all the 
lumps. Add 1 stick of butter in pieces. 
Gradually add hot milk, stirring all the 
time. Season with a few grinds of black 

pepper. 
Boil the cabbage in unsalted water 

until it turns a darker color. Add 2 ta-
blespoons butter to tenderize it. Cover 
with lid for 2 minutes. Drain thoroughly 
before returning it to the pan. Chop into 
small pieces. 

Put the ham in a large saucepan and 
cover with water. Bring to the boil and 
simmer for 45 minutes until tender. 
Drain. Remove any fat and chop into 
small pieces. 

Add cabbage, scallions, and ham 
to mashed potatoes, stirring them in 
gently. 

Serve in individual soup plates. Make 
an indentation on the top by swirling 
a wooden spoon. Put 1 tablespoon of 
butter into each indentation. Sprinkle 
with parsley. 

Photo courtesy of Kim Hunsinger

Kim Hunsinger, fourth from the right, and her children and friends, gather on 
Broughton Street in downtown Savannah each year to mark St. Patrick’s Day. 
Most families erect pop-up tents along the streets or squares in Savannah as 
the sun comes up to ensure a prime spot for the parade.

shoulder-to-shoulder with adults rais-
ing a glass to celebrate the day.

St. Patrick’s Day is more than a big 
party. Before the parade begins, Sa-
vannah’s Irish Catholic community 
gathers at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Baptist for morning Mass. The 
religious service, open to everyone, 

revolves around keeping the spirit of 
St. Patrick alive and traditionally kicks 
off the highly-anticipated parade and 
ensuing festivities.

I was introduced to the community 
tradition by Savannah native Kim 
Hunsinger, who served as our radio 
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As a fundamentalist, Phil-
lips was well acquainted with 
Leviticus 18:22: “Do not have 
sexual relations with a man as 
one does with a woman; that is 
detestable.”

He did not pull out his 
King James Version of the 
Bible, slam it on the glass cake 
display and damn the couple 

to the – let’s just say – tribu-
lations of hell. He might have 
been on shaky ground.

But, Phillips was also famil-
iar with Matthew 7:2: “For 
with what judgment ye judge, 
ye shall be judged; and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again.” 

I lean toward Matthew 7:2.
(Harry Reynolds is a retired 

editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 

REYNOLDS
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Most of the students had 
seen the mouse and were  
laughing. The result was that 
Mrs. Felix became instantly 
outraged, madder than a toro 
in a bullfight arena.

“Which one of you boys 
did this”? she asked, stomp-
ing the floor.  

Fire seemed to shoot from 
her eyes. The class grew 
quiet. No one volunteered 
an answer. The teacher had 
reached a boiling point in 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

They can create electric 
arcs, which can start fires. 
Metals in a microwave can 
also reflect the waves back into 
the magnetron and damage it. 

Microwaves are a form of 
electromagnetic wave. All 
light waves are categorized by 
wavelength. Ultra Violet light 
is shorter than visible light. 
Visible light is in the violet, 
green and red wavelengths. 
Infrared is barely too long to 
see but is used in remotes. 

Microwaves fall in between 
infrared and radio waves. For 
microwave ovens, the stan-
dard is a 2450 Mega-Hertz 
wave. This frequency is not 
used in broadcast systems and 
is also tuned for resonating 
with water molecules. On 
a cautionary note, G3 cell 
phones operate on a 2400 
MHz frequency and a micro-
wave oven can interfere with a 
phone’s operation.  

The oven is lined with 
enamel covered metal plates 
acting like a mirrored cham-
ber. The waves reflect back 
and forth until through super-
position interference they set 
up standing waves. Just like a 
vibrating guitar string there 
are spots with maximum up/
down movement and other 

SHILOH STUDENTS IN MUSIC FESTIVAL

Special to The Prairie Press
Shiloh students recently participated in the Illinois Music Education Association’s Elementary Music 
Festival at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Decatur. Students separated into groups to 
learn songs. Pictured are, left to right, Krystin Michael, Taylor Williams, Haylee Buckler and Ahlyssa 
Garwood participating in a percussion workshop. Other Shiloh students attending the festival were:  
Dakovanie Donithan, Addison Wright, Maggie Milburn and Allowyn Nichols.

LIVING
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spots totally canceling out to 
zero movement. 

Microwave ovens use a 
spinning platter to move food 
through the regions of max-
imums vibration otherwise 
there will be hot spots and 
cold spots in the food. Ideally, 
place a cup off-center  because 
if exactly centered it turns in 
one place as it crosses through 
the hot spots and doesn’t heat 
evenly

Marshmallow PEEPS® can 
be a fun way to observe the 
pattern of hot and cold spots. 
Remove the spinning platter 
and place the PEEPS® on a 
tray in a grid pattern about an 
inch apart. A few seconds of 
microwave exposure causes 
the sugar and moisture to 
puff up. Avoid fully melting or 
burning them. 

Remove the tray and poke 
around with toothpicks to 
find the extra soft spots in the 
swollen layer, leaving a tooth-
pick at each soft location. The 
spacing between toothpicks 
is half the wavelength. A 2450 
MHz oven will be 2.3 inches 
between maximums.

Microwaves are useful for 
reheating foods, but not good 
on the human body, which is 
90 percent water. The metal 
lined chamber is safe but we 
need to see inside. Using a 
glass door lets the waves pass 

through. The solution is to 
place a screen grid of metal 
with holes you can see through 
in the glass. The holes are .04 
inches in size or 1 percent of 
the wavelength. Microwaves 
cancel out by destructive 
interference trying to pass 
through, but visible light is 
still 10,000 times smaller than 
the apertures and easily passes 
through. The grid is known as 
a Faraday cage after physicist 
and chemist Michael Faraday.

Microwave ovens are most 
commonly used to defrost, 
melt or reheat, and the average 
use is under three minutes. 
They seldom fully cook a meal. 

Following his egg epiphany, 
popcorn was one of the first 
items tested by Percy Spencer 
in 1946. He patented the pro-
cess for microwaving popcorn 
in the microwave, and Golden 
Valley marketed tons of Act II 
bags during the 1980s. 

Three commercial units are 
kept busy in the Shiloh cafete-
ria nuking popcorn or mac and 
cheese meals, taking just over 
two minutes each time.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

From the time you leave the hospital with your new baby, to the 

time you send them off to college, our family practice providers 

are here for you and your children. We know how important it 

is to make the most of your children’s health; whether it’s well 

child checks, vaccinations, or help with the bumps and bruises 

along the way, Horizon Health is here for you. Spend more time 

having adventures with your children, and less time worrying 

about their health. 

Pediatrics at Horizon Health 

Make an appointment for your child today. Call 217-463-1946.

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE ADVENTURES (LESS WORRY)

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 03/20:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 03/22:
Ham & beans,

coleslaw or 
garden salad
& cornbread

Thur 03/21:
Italian beef,
hashbrown 

casserole, &
choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

SALE! SALE! SALE!
Pork Butts $1.79/lb

Moving to 

Judy Behan,
REALTOR®

JBehan@newlin-miller.com

(812)841-0358

Indiana?
Give me a 
call today!

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

and television show’s mar-
keting director. Kim and 
a few friends, who were 
young mothers at the time, 
wanted to claim a good 
vantage point to watch the 
parade. Kim now has a high 
schooler and a college stu-
dent, but kids still spend 
St. Patrick’s Day with their 
mother. 

I can’t think of St. Pat-
rick’s Day without remem-
bering the year Don and I 
celebrated with our next-
door neighbors, Tiffany and 
Barry Garber. Their daugh-
ter Olivia was a toddler. We 
set up just across from the 
DAR Cemetery and arrived 
plenty early — not 6 a.m. 
early like Kim but in plenty 
of time to get a plum spot 
right by a local firehouse. 
It was a glorious day. Al-
though chilly in the morn-
ing, by mid-morning it was 
a typical Savannah spring 
day with temperatures hov-
ering around 80 degrees.

Was there drinking? Oh 
yeah. But there were fami-
lies all around us that were 
in the same parade view-
ing stop their families had 
claimed for generations. 
As the parade goes by filled 
with generations of fami-
lies walking, riding in cars 
or being pulled in wagons, 
girls actually plant big kiss-
es on the cheeks of boys 
and the marching Scots 
men in uniform. When 
the New York City Fire 
Department or the U.S. 
Army marched by, their 
cheeks and foreheads were 
soon covered by bright red 
or pink lipstick. We always 
joked the entire city must 
be sold out of lipstick.

Every family has food 
and drink that is tradi-
tionally part of their St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration. 
For my friend Kim and her 
group, it includes mimo-
sas and corned beef slid-
ers. I’m sharing recipes for 
both although I don’t claim 
these are the exact recipes 
Kim and friends use.

I’ll be watching WTOC’s 
live coverage of the parade 
on my iPad this morning 
and lifting a mimosa. Éire 
go Brách.

(Nancy Zeman is the pub-
lisher of The Prairie Press 
and a proud descendant of 
the Kiley family from County 
Cork, Ireland. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

LEPRECHAUN’S 
MIMOSA 

1/2 glass orange juice
1/2 glass champagne
1 shot blue curacao

Mix  all ingredients

record time.
“I know it was one of you 

boys,” she barked. “Girls 
would never do such a thing.”

Suddenly Alice was on 
the spot. Her girl pals knew 
she was the culprit, but they 
dared not snitch. Nor did Al-
ice confess. Of course, no boy 
confessed, either. Not one of 
them had the remotest idea 
who committed the prank.

Mrs. Felix then sat silently, 
giving the mystery bad boy 
five minutes to confess. Oth-
erwise the entire class was 
promised punishment. No 
one offered to be a hero, so 
the entire class was pounded 
with five times the amount of 

weekly homework assign-
ments for one week.

The boys were furious. 
They were victims of some 
girl’s duplicitous behavior. To 
this day, those girls still living 
laugh uproariously.

The story lends support to 
my theory that girls are trou-
ble. As for Alice, she atoned 
for her guilt by becoming 
a successful career teacher, 
eventually retiring after many 
years of service at Crestwood 
School.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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Within the lifetime of some older se-
nior citizens is an era when one could 
step on an interurban rail car at Paris 
and travel as far as Cleveland, Ohio, in 
speed and relative comfort.

Jeffrey Koehler, a historian from Clay 
County, Indiana, presented a program 
for the March 4 Edgar County Genea-
logical Society meeting about those in-
genious devices that were powered by 
electricity and ran on rails. Koehler is 
known for his knowledge of the canals 
of Indiana and the 50-year history of 
the active interurban system that served 
much of Indiana and also reached into 
parts of Illinois and Ohio. 

The beginning of electric rail car 
service came to Indiana in 1892 when 
a short four-mile track operated from 
Brazil to Harmony. As the need for de-
pendable transportation grew to meet 
the desires of an expanding population, 
the lines stretched to reach Terre Haute 
in 1902 and Clinton in 1903 and con-
necting those communities to points 
east as the Terre Haute, Indianapolis 
and Eastern Interurban Line.

A branch line went to St. Mary’s, 
Sanford, Vermilion and finally reaching 

Paris in 1907. That was the Terre Haute 
and Western Traction Company. 

An electric generating plant in Terre 
Haute powered the cars. Brazil also had 
an electric generating facility in 1893. 
These plants generated direct current 
(DC) electricity because that was need-
ed for the variable speed engine on the 
interurban cars to operate efficiently. 

A flaw with DC power is it cannot be 
transmitted by wire over long distances 
without a loss of voltage. To offset that 
problem, the interurban system con-

structed a series of booster stations ev-
ery 10 to 15 miles along the track. Such 
a booster station was built in Vermilion 
to keep the cars of the Terre Haute and 
Western Traction Company zipping 
along. The facility at Vermilion did not 
generate electricity but rather used a 
rotary converter to change three-phase 
alternating current (AC) into 600-volt 
DC.

Using electric motors to power the 
interurban cars also required welding 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

In Illinois on St. Patrick’s 
Day, there is green in abun-
dance— and plenty of Irish 
eyes are smiling.

As one of the state’s leading 
ethnic groups, Irish-Ameri-
cans in the Land of Lincoln 
have left their mark across the 
state in the last 175 years. Their 
influence extends well beyond 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Chicago, one of the largest in 
the nation.

Some 600,000 Irish immi-
grated to America between 
1820-1840, many of them 
landing in Illinois. Still others 
came after the potato famines 
of 1846-48 that decimated 
their homeland. The number 
of Irish in Illinois rose from 
27,800 in 1850 to 87,600 a 
decade later, second only to 
Germans as the state’s largest 
immigrant group. 

Most Irish came to their 
new home with nothing and 
had to work from the ground 
up. They found work in the 
mines of northwestern Illinois, 
as well as on the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad. 

Irish also played an integral 
role in the construction of the 
Illinois-and-Michigan Canal. 
There, they benefitted from a 
severe labor shortage that in-
duced organizers to recruit the 
poor of Ireland to leave their 
country for the jobs.

Some Irish canal workers 
used their scrip to buy land 
along the canal as well as in 
Peoria. In 1850, an estimated 
one-third of Irish were en-
gaged in agriculture in Illinois, 
despite their recent failures 
back home. 

Irish also flocked to Chicago 
in large numbers, comprising 
20 percent of the city’s popu-
lation in 1850 and 31 percent 
of foreign-born Chicagoans 
overall. In 1860, Chicago was 
the fourth-largest Irish city in 
the United States.

Some Irish men found work 
in the big city in the stock-
yards, steel mills and lum-
ber operations. Irish women 
worked menial jobs like clean-
ing and laundry, though there 
were uneasy relations with 
other immigrants. Many Irish 
also viewed free blacks — who 
were relegated to similarly low 
social standing — as economic 
threats.

In the Civil War, some 
12,000 Irish fought for Illinois, 
including the 90th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, 70 percent 
of whose men were born in 
Ireland. Not surprisingly, the 
90th was nicknamed the “Irish 
Legion” and carried a distinc-
tive green flag displaying an 
Irish harp and shamrocks. 
Also in the field was the 23rd 
Illinois Infantry, one of several 
Civil War units to call them-
selves the “Irish Brigade.” 

Nineteen years prior to the 
Civil War, Abraham Lincoln 
nearly engaged in a celebrated 
duel with James Shields, an 
Irish immigrant and political 
foe. Shields later became the 
only man to serve as United 
States Senator from three sepa-
rate states — Illinois, Missouri, 
and Minnesota. He was hardly 
the only Irishman to oppose 
Lincoln, as Irish tended to vote 
Democratic.

By 1890, Illinois had the 
fourth-highest percentage of 
Irish immigrants of any state. 
Some were doing quite well 
for themselves, including 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Though the people of Ire-
land are known for their en-
gaging manner, the history of 
the nation is rife with sadness.  
The infamous potato famine, 
however, stands alone.

The worst year of the fam-
ine, 1847, was so stark that it 
was dubbed “Black ’47” for 
its horror. The famine was the 
most severe in Europe in the 
19th century and decimated 
the Irish population and econ-
omy, forever changing the de-
mographic of both Ireland and 
the United States. 

“At least one and a half 
million died as a result of the 
famine, and roughly the same 
number left for the U.S., Cana-
da and England,” said Natasha 
Casey, a native of Ireland and 
faculty member in English and 

Communications at Black-
burn College in Carlinville. 
“Even these estimates are stag-
gering.”

The potato famine is traced 
to a blight that arrived from 
North America in 1845 and, 
coupled with an unusually wet 
year in Ireland, had devastat-
ing consequences. 

In that era, many rural Irish 
were subsistence farmers, and 
the potato had long been a sta-
ple crop of the nation. Easy to 
grow, nutritious and inexpen-
sive, around half of the people 
of Ireland depended on pota-
toes for survival by the 1840s.

The blight caused a third of 
the potato crop to rot in the 
fields in 1845, and the coming 
years were no better.  Succeed-
ing crops were largely wiped 
out by 1849, and the resulting 
hunger was worsened by out-

breaks of typhus and cholera. 
Many poor Irish were faced 

with the choice of starvation 
or flight and left the country 
in droves. Thousands scraped 
together money to buy pas-
sage on overcrowded ships 
to America that were rife 
with disease and filth. Many 
Irish never reached their new 
homeland on these coffin 
ships.

Still, the immigrants kept 
coming, and Ireland’s popu-
lation dipped from nearly 8.4 
million in 1844 to 6.6 mil-
lion by 1851. Many came to 
America, settling in large cities 
like New York, Chicago and 
Boston, where the established 
Irish-American community 
contributed over $150,000 to 
help their ancestral homeland.

In addition to the influx of 
immigrants, Casey notes the 

demographic shifts among 
the Irish in America that were 
caused by the catastrophe. 

“The famine changed the 
types of Irish people that came 
to the States,” she remarked. 
“Before, the Irish that came to 
the U.S. were mostly middle- 
and upper middle-class Prot-
estants. After, they were most-
ly working-class Catholics.”

A prevailing anti-Catholic 
bias in the United States in 
the era added to the percep-
tion of Irish immigrants as 
hard-drinking, lazy and shift-
less. Many Americans in the 
mid-1800s considered the 
Irish to be among the lowest of 
social classes, and some stores 
and factories were adorned 
with signs reading “No Irish 
Need Apply.”

Casey adds  the flow of Irish 
immigrants also caused a po-

litical shift in some regions 
of America. “The Irish voting 
bloc made significant differ-
ences in various electoral dis-
tricts, particularly on the East 
Coast,” she said. “It was just 
one impact of the famine in 
America.” 

In all, some 1.7 million Irish 
came to the United States be-
tween 1840-1860.  By 1901, 
the population of Ireland was 
four million – less than half 
the number before the famine. 

The population never ful-
ly rebounded, and there are 
just under five million in Ire-
land today.  One source adds  
the famine caused, “the near 
extinction of the traditional 
Gaelic culture.” 

Across the Atlantic, Irish re-
mains one of the leading eth-
nic groups in the U.S., as over 
10 percent of Americans claim 

After dinner last Sunday, 
Rosie and I went shopping 
at the have almost every-
thing store 
if you can 
find it, on 
the east 
side of 
Paris. 

We 
didn’t have 
to hunt 
long to 
find a 
parking 
place as 
we found one less than 100 
yards from the store and 
that was good. I picked off a 
derelict shopping cart right 
beside our car, so step two 
of the hunt went well. Now 
it became interesting and 
the scavenger hunt contin-
ued according to Rosie’s list 
of must haves. 

Usually this kind of hunt 
is supposed to be outside 
while looking for miscel-
laneous items. I guess this 
store is big enough we 
could pretend to be outside, 
and we were joined in the 
store with what appeared to 
be a scramble along with a 
lot of other folks looking for 
other miscellaneous items 
themselves. 

What a sight to behold, 
it didn’t seem that any of 
the stuff we were looking 
for was in the right place. 
I know the store is putting 
in new flooring and I guess 
we were lucky they were 
open at all. 

I remember seeing one 
feller about my age looking 
bewildered with his head 
stuck in one of the freezer 
doors. Rosie and I went 
slowly past him as we were 
looking for things and had 
no clue where they were. 
We went down that aisle 
three or four times looking 
for frozen bread products 
and he had only moved one 
door down from where we 
saw him the first time and 
he still looked bewildered. 

I suspect Rosie and I 
looked a little that way too 
except I probably also had 
a frown on my face. Rosie 
would not give up and she 
just kept circling and cir-
cling. So we made our way 
down through the jungle of 

Shopping 
scavenger 
hunt
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The amazing interurban
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Irish in 
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to history
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The “Black ’47” disaster

Photo Courtesy Don Wiseman Postcard Collection

An undated image shows an interurban car at the Paris station. The interurban light rail transit system arrived in Paris in 
1907. The sign in the foreground reads: “Notice All Vehicles Are Forbidden to Pass Through These Grounds.”

See INTERURBAN, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

An interurban car makes a stop in Vermilion for passengers. This light rail mass transit 
system covered a large part of Indiana with branches reaching into Illinois and Ohio. 
The building in the photo was a booster station that kept the 600-volt DC overhead line 
at full power for the electrically operated interurban cars.

The infamous Irish potato famine forever changed both Ireland and America

Light rail system provided 
mass transportation to 
both urban and rural areas
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some level of Irish descent.  Ac-
cording to the 2010 census, the 
34 million Irish-Americans are 
seven times the population of 
the nation of Ireland itself. 

Ireland did not achieve in-
dependence from Great Brit-
ain until 1922, and historians 
continue to debate the British 
response to the famine. Many 
have charged the British gov-
ernment continued to export 
badly-needed food from Ire-
land, adding to the calamity.

In 1997, then-British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair ignited a 
controversy by indicating the 
British government had failed 
the people of Ireland in the 
famine. However, Casey points 
out the difference in the British 
government and people during 
the disaster.

“When I lived in England in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
it was striking how little the 
English people knew about 
Ireland,” continued Casey. 
“That, of course, has changed 
today. But I can only imagine 
that the average person in En-

gland in the 1840s and 1850s, 
during the famine, knew even 
less.”

Over 170 years later, the 
magnitude of the famine 
continues to haunt Ireland. 
“I think the famine, as many 
notable historians have ar-
gued, left a massive scar on the 
psyche of the Irish people,” 
said Casey. “It changed the 
trajectory of Ireland culturally, 
economically, and even lin-
guistically, and took decades 
to recover. Some have suggest-
ed the country and its people 
never really did.”

FAMINE
FROM PAGE 3B

misplaced items looking for 
anything close to what we 
really wanted. 

I kept commenting to the 
other shoppers about how 
much this scavenger hunt 
was really challenging. They 
agreed, but they said it was 
much worse than that. I guess 
it is more interesting shopping 
when your fellow shoppers 
agree with you, and they don’t 
tell me how stupid I am when I 
can’t find anything. 

I always enjoy calculating 
numbers and usually can keep 
them straight, but I did lose 
track of how many people we 
kept meeting that we saw 6 or 
8 times before and we hadn’t 
even got out of the grocery 
section. 

We were all in the same 

boat of misery. Hey, those 
other folks seemed to enjoy 
themselves as much as Rosie 
and I did because they just 
kept smiling and shaking their 
heads with only a few folks 
crying in misery. 

We only needed a few 
things and we were glad for 
that because Sunday at noon is 
mighty crowded at Wal-Mart. 
We did see an employee who 
asked if we found everything 
and we were only missing one 
item. I think she was enjoying 
the mass hunt that was going 
on because she was pretty 
cheerful even with a worried 
look on her face. 

Rosie and I looked at each 
other and replied to the clerk 
that we were fine. Rosie and I 
agreed to give up on the bread 
items. We didn’t want to circle 
anymore. I didn’t really care 
to be a like a buzzard circling 

around looking for nefarious 
offerings. 

Getting to the checkout 
counter was still kind of like a 
hunt for an open space where 
we could enjoy the adventure 
for just a few more minutes. 
Then two wonderful things 
happened that gave us a little 
pleasure. We met a young lady 
we knew that had been one of 
our house renters for a while 
and struck up a conversation. 

Either she or Rosie and I 
were a little silly from the hunt 
event or we really thought that 
our conversation with her was 
worth the visit to the store. 
The other good thing was we 
ended the hunt successfully 
because we found our car.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 
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During the Great Depres-
sion, millions of Americans 
lost their jobs in the wake of 
the 1929 Stock Market Crash. 
But for one group of people, 
employment rates actually 
went up: women.

From 1930 to 1940, the 
number of employed women 
in the United States rose 24 
percent from 10.5 million to 
13 million. The main reason 
for women’s higher employ-
ment rates was the fact that the 
jobs available to women — so 
called women’s work — were 
in industries that were less im-
pacted by the stock market.

“Some of the hardest-hit in-
dustries like coal mining and 
manufacturing were where 
men predominated,” says Su-
san Ware, historian and author 
of “Holding Their Own: Amer-
ican Women in the 1930s.” 

“Women were more insu-
lated from job loss because 
they were employed in more 
stable industries like domestic 
service, teaching and clerical 
work,” 

By the 1930s, women had 
been slowly entering the work-
force in greater numbers for 
decades. But the Great De-
pression drove women to find 
work with a renewed sense of 
urgency as thousands of men 
who were once family bread-
winners lost their jobs. A 22 
percent decline in marriage 
rates between 1929 and 1939 

also meant more single women 
had to support themselves.

While jobs available to 
women paid less, they were less 
volatile. By 1940, 90 percent 
of all women’s jobs could be 
catalogued into 10 categories 
like nursing, teaching and civil 
service for white women, while 
black and Hispanic women 
were largely constrained to 
domestic work, according to 
David Kennedy’s 1999 book, 
“Freedom From Fear.”

The rapid expansion of the 
government under the New 
Deal increased demand for 
secretarial roles that women 
rushed to fill and created oth-
er employment opportunities, 
albeit limited ones, for women.

Women during the Great 
Depression had a strong ad-
vocate in First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt. She lobbied her 
husband, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, for more women in 
office — like Secretary of La-
bor Frances Perkins, the first 
woman to ever hold a cabinet 
position and the driving force 
behind the Social Security Act.

Ironically, while Perkins 
held a prominent job, herself, 
she advocated against married 
women competing for jobs, 
calling the behavior selfish, 
since they could supposedly be 
supported by their husbands. 
In 1932, the new Federal Econ-
omy Act backed up Perkins’ 
sentiment when it ruled that 
spouses of couples who both 
worked for the federal govern-

ment would be the first to be 
terminated.

For those women who 
managed to stay employed, 
meanwhile, the fight for decent 
compensation got tougher. 
Over 25 percent of the Nation-
al Recovery Administration’s 
wage codes set lower wages 
for women, according to T.H. 
Watkin’s “The Great Depres-
sion: America in the 1930s.” 
And jobs created under the 
Works Progress Administra-
tion confined women to fields 
like sewing and nursing that 
paid less than roles reserved for 
men.

While women were permit-
ted to join certain unions, they 
were given limited impact on 
policy, Kennedy writes. Ul-
timately, smaller wages and 
fewer benefits were the norm 
for women in the workforce — 
and this was especially true for 
women of color.

Some 400,000 Mexi-
can-Americans moved out of 
the United States to Mexico in 
the 1930s, many against their 
will, according to Kennedy. 

“The attitude was ‘they’re 
taking our jobs,’” says historian 
Natalia Molina, author of “Fit 
to Be Citizens.” 

“Before the Depression, 
Mexican immigrants were seen 
as ‘birds of passage’ coming 
here do jobs American didn’t 
want to do, like picking sea-
sonal crops,” she said. “Wom-
en were especially targeted, 
because having families in 

the states meant the workers 
would stay.” 

Mexican-American wom-
en who could find work often 
participated in the informal 
economy, working as street 
vendors or renting out rooms 
to lodgers as people downsized 
their homes.

For black women, mean-
while, the entry of more white 
women in the workforce 
meant jobs and decent wages 
became even harder to find. 

“In every place where there 
could be discrimination, black 
women were doubly disadvan-
taged,” says Cheryl Greenberg, 
a historian at Trinity College. 
“More white women were go-
ing into the workforce because 
they could and because they 
had to. Black women had been 
in the workforce since 1865. 
Black families had virtually 
never been able to survive on a 
single wage.”

By 1940, only 15 percent 
of married women were em-
ployed vs. nearly 50 percent of 
single women. But the stigma 
around married women taking 
jobs from men was set aside as 
America hurtled toward World 
War II. 

As men were deployed 
overseas, women were called 
to take their places in manu-
facturing roles on the home 
front. Icons like Rosie the Riv-
eter celebrated women’s newly 
expanded contributions in the 
workforce — at least until the 
war’s end.

How the Great Depression hit working women
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the track rails together so a con-
sistent ground was in place.

People enmeshed in the cur-
rent automobile culture may 
have a difficult time grasping 
how important and popular the 
mass transportation system of 
the light rail interurban was to 
those living a century ago. 

In 1914, as many as 500 in-
terurban trains per day oper-
ated in Indiana, and by 1924 
there was a grand station in 
Indianapolis that had seven 
tracks leading into it. There 
were many people who rode to 
Indianapolis or Terre Haute to 

go to work or school as many 
trains made the trip daily. Stu-
dents living in Vermilion used 
the interurban to attend Paris 
High School.

The deplorable condition 
of roads contributed to the 
popularity of the dependable 
interurban system. Many times 
in rainy weather the roads were 
nothing but mud holes and 
hard to navigate, but that did 
not stop the interurban.

Another factor was the eco-
nomical price. In 1920, the pas-
senger fare was 1½ cents per 
mile and thousands of people 
made use of some part of the 
system every day. Earnings for 
the interurban in 1929 were 
$1.3 million for 16 million 
rides. 

Efficiency and dependabili-
ty were popular with consum-
ers. A car left Paris at 5 a.m. 
every day with subsequent 
departures on the hour for the 
rest of the day. Tickets were 
purchased at the station in Par-
is, which still stands just east 
of the Old Elks building on 
Washington Street or at Ver-
milion in the front office of the 
booster plant.

Paris had a factory of the 
Cumming Car & Coach Com-
pany that built cars for use on 
the interurban lines.

The interurban system is 
mostly remembered for pas-
senger service, but it did more. 
There were also off-shoot lines 
that hauled coal from the mines 
in Indiana, and the passenger 

cars commonly had space for 
some freight.

Early interurban cars were 
made mostly of wood but later 
versions had aluminum and 
steel frames. On the more trav-
eled routes, cars were up to 50-
feet long and weighed 50 tons. 

The tracks had to be main-
tained and kept in good order 
for the cars to move at speeds 
up to 50 mph and still have a 
smooth ride. Interurban cars 
did not require turning around 
like trains. At the end of the 
line, the motorman removed 
the steering and speed controls, 
walked to the opposite end of 
the car, reinserted the devices 
and the car was ready for the 
return trip. Seat backs were de-
signed to flip so passengers sat 
facing the direction of travel fol-
lowing a switch.

Parts of the interurban sys-

tem survived the Great Depres-
sion and remained in use to the 
time of World War II. Railroads 
were the main competitors 
for interurban passengers but 
the arrival of hard surface, all 
weather roads made automo-
bile and truck traffic more ad-
vantageous. The cross traffic in 
the cities also interfered with 
the interurban cars getting 
through with the many stop-
pings and crossings. 

For rail fans and lovers of 
history, a solitary interurban 
line continues in service. It 
runs from downtown Chica-
go to South Bend, Ind., and is 
called the South Shore line. A 
trip costs about $20. Another 
option is the Railroad Museum 
at Union in McHenry County. 
The museum operates an inter-
urban car during the summer 
months. 

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press
Electric powered interurban cars built in Paris left the factory 
with this marker on them. 
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A traveling statue of the Virgin Mary 
dedicated to a message of world peace 
will be at St. Mary’s Church for a spe-
cial visit March 19. The statue is travel-
ing during the month of March in the 
Springfield diocese.

“It will be right at the base of the altar,” 
said Pat Catanzariti, office administrator 
at the church. 

The public can visit the statue any-
time after 8 a.m. that day.

“We will have adoration so the church 
will be open for 24 hours,” Catanzariti 
said. 

She added details for special activities 
to accompany the visit are still being fi-
nalized but some events are confirmed.

“The rosary will be prayed through-
out the day to her as well as offering de-
votionals,” said Catanzariti.

Sculpted in 1947 after the carnage of 
World War II, the original Internation-
al Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima commemorates the multiple 
monthly appearances of angels and 
Mary in 1917 to three children in Fati-
ma, Portugal. Sculpted by Jose Thedim, 
the statue is based on the description 
of Sister Lucia, one of the three young 
visionaries who reported seeing a lu-
minous lady each month from May to 
October 1917. On May 13, 1947, in 
the presence of some 150,000 pilgrims, 
the statue was blessed by the Bishop of 
Leiria at Fatima to be the pilgrim, the 
traveler. 

Part of the message delivered to the 
faithful and children is that belief in her 
message was a forerunner to the conver-
sion of souls and world peace. Several in-
carnations of the statue travel constantly 
around the world spreading a message of 
hope, peace and salvation. 

Information supplied by those who 
are part of the statue’s tour claims favors, 
graces and conversions are associated 
with the image. In addition, some be-
lieve they have witnessed the icon shed 
tears.

The statue coming to Paris is in the 
care of the World Apostolate of Fatima 

and travels under the care of the Blue 
Army. The mission of the group is to 
help people learn, live and spread the 
message of Our Lady of Fatima in com-
munion with the Church.

 Catanzariti said the Blue Army mem-
bers are volunteers responsible for tak-
ing the statue to different churches. 

“It’s a devotion to our Blessed Moth-
er,” she said.

This is the second time the statue has 
visited St. Mary’s. Catanzariti was un-

sure of the date of the first visit, although 
she thought it was within the last eight 
to 10 years.

It is her understanding the stop in Par-
is is part of a route to a visit at the cathe-
dral in Springfield.

“They chose Paris because there was 
such a good reception here the last time,” 
she said. “St. Mary’s is kind of a central 
location for the churches around here so 
the hope is people will come here and 
also Springfield.”
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In December 2018, the Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau Memorial and 
Museum in Oświęcim, Poland, 
gained more than 120,000 
Twitter followers in about five 
days, according to memorial 
officials. The growth came not 
from paid advertising or any 
concerted campaign. It was 
motivated by Twitter users 
rushing to support the memo-
rial against a flurry of anti-Se-
mitic tweets.

Three months later, the ac-
count is nearing 300,000 fol-
lowers.

As anti-Semitism continues 
to increase on social media, 
Holocaust memorials and mu-
seums dedicated to chronicling 
the genocide of World War II 
are stepping up to help preserve 
the truth and create a commu-
nity. The online world is com-
ing to their aid.

“The information (people) 
can find is sometimes problem-

atic,” said Paweł Sawicki, who 
has worked in the Auschwitz 
Memorial’s press office for 11 
years. “Sometimes they could 
find a site that’s not factually 
correct. They could be exposed 
to Holocaust denial and differ-
ent manipulations.”

Holocaust deniers were ear-
ly adopters of online platforms 
and social media, and they have 
only expanded their activity 
as the world came online. In 
January 2018, the World Jew-
ish Congress found, the use of 
anti-Semitic symbols on Twit-
ter and blogs had increased 30 
percent over the same period 
two years earlier; Holocaust 
denial had doubled. The previ-
ous year, the Anti-Defamation 
League found 81,400 tweets 
with anti-Semitic sentiment 
each week on average.

There is a healthy debate 
about how much the social me-
dia platforms are responsible 
for policing hate speech. Reddit 
has banned Holocaust deniers 

on its AskHistorians forum 
and quarantined groups that 
attract anti-Semites by warn-
ing users before entering the 
page of the offensive views they 
contain. But last summer, Mark 
Zuckerberg got into hot water 
when, during an interview with 
Kara Swisher on Recode, he 
appeared to defend the right of 
Holocaust deniers to post on 
Facebook.

“I don’t think that they’re 
intentionally getting it wrong,” 
Zuckerberg told Swisher. “It’s 
hard to impugn intent and to 
understand the intent.”

Holocaust museums and 
memorials around the world 
say they can’t wait for the plat-
forms to take action. Mostly 
they try to combat anti-Sem-
itism by tirelessly working to 
create a virtual community of 
remembrance, Sawicki said.

The United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., has a social media 
team dedicated to running its 

extensive menu of Facebook 
and Twitter accounts, includ-
ing the Simon-Skjodt Center 
for the Prevention of Genocide 
page, “Ask a Curator” on Ins-
tagram and its Facebook Live 
series.

The museum’s 2018 “Ask-
Why” campaign, which an-
swers difficult questions raised 
by Holocaust history, increased 
its Facebook following by more 
than 200 percent and more 
than 50 percent on Instagram, 
said Andrew Hollinger, the 
museum’s communications di-
rector.

The technology-fueled rise 
in anti-Semitism and Holo-
caust denial, Hollinger said, 
makes it important for the mu-
seum to provide accurate infor-
mation. “Social media has given 
the museum an incredible op-
portunity to reach and engage 
new audiences in new ways,” 
Hollinger said. “Unfortunately, 
those who espouse hate and 
deny the Holocaust have that 

same opportunity.”
The Auschwitz Memorial 

first began noticing negative 
posts around 2009, Sawicki 
said, which his office hoped its 
Facebook page would counter 
by becoming a resource for fac-
tual information. At the same 
time, some worried that peo-
ple would feel a Facebook page 
would trivialize the Holocaust. 
The press team had every in-
tention of pulling the project if 
things didn’t go well.

Today, Sawicki runs a Face-
book page with more than 
270,000 followers, a Twitter ac-
count with more than 296,000 
and an Instagram with more 
than 50,000 — all while work-
ing as press liaison for journal-
ists and documentary filmmak-
ers, planning events and giving 
tours (including one, he noted, 
to Katy Perry).

“You can see what we’re do-
ing is important to a number of 
people,” he said. “The respon-
sibility that comes with that is 

immense.”
Sawicki does not have a stra-

tegic social media plan or even 
have a target audience in mind. 
Instead, he said, the traffic to his 
feeds grows by word of mouth, 
or tweet. He got a boost when 
the American comedian Kathy 
Griffin linked her more than 2 
million followers to the Aus-
chwitz Memorial account.

The Auschwitz Memorial 
never pays for ads or followers 
on social media, which Sawicki 
regards as disrespectful.

Instead, he’s just going to 
keep doing what he’s doing — 
educating people about the 
memorial and the Holocaust.

“We understand there are 
millions of people who will 
never be able to come to the 
memorial,” Sawicki said. “We 
need to find other ways of en-
gaging with people, other ways 
of reaching out to people who 
will never be able to have this 
experience of coming here.”

The Holocaust and social media

Special to The Prairie Press

The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima is scheduled to visit St. Mary’s Church in Paris Tuesday, March 19. Sculpted 
in 1947, The statue is traveling during the month of March in the Springfield diocese. The public can visit the statue any time 
after 8 a.m. Tuesday.

Salvation 
means more 
than a ticket 
to heaven

What does it mean to 
be saved? In the particular 
language we Evangelical 

Christians 
use, it 
usually 
means 
that we 
can go to 
heaven 
when we 
die. 

That’s 
only 
part of 

the story. 
But if we stop there, we 
desperately miss the point. 
Being saved, or salvation, 
is not simply a matter of 
missing hell and going to 
heaven when we die. I know 
that last sentence may ruffle 
some feathers. 

Salvation is a holistic 
thing. Avoiding hell and go-
ing to heaven is a very small 
part of it. The problem with 
our world today, especially 
the Christian world, is that 
we put all the proverbial 
eggs into one basket. 

During this season of 
Lent, many Christians focus 
on the suffering of Christ 
(or at least that’s what we’re 
supposed to be doing) by 
engaging in some form of 
fasting. This seems weird to 
many of us who think that 
salvation is about avoiding 
suffering. The Bible does not 
tell us that we won’t suffer. 
The scriptures do tell us that 
suffering for the Christian 
has meaning. 

The apostle Paul tells us 
this in Romans, chapter 8. In 
this chapter, he spends con-
siderable time discussing the 
business of suffering. Finally 
he gets to verse 28: “And we 
know that in all things God 
works for the good of those 
who love him, who have 
been called according to his 
purpose.”

Romans 8:28 is one of 
those verses that people like 
to quote when someone is 
going through a hard time. I 
have done this a lot myself. 
Our suffering has a purpose. 
No matter what you or I go 
through, if our lives are in 
Christ, there is meaning and 
purpose for them. But what 
is that purpose? Paul tells us 
in verse 29: “For those God 
foreknew he also predes-
tined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and 
sisters.”

Too often, we fail to see 
the point of the whole con-
text of the passage, which is 
this: true salvation is a mat-
ter of living into who God 
intended you and I to be.

Do you see it? God’s 
intention for each and every 
one of us is to live into the 
image of Christ. The greatest 
privilege of the Christian life 

GARY
THOMAS
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Holy icon to visit St. Mary’s

Special to The Prairie Press

The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima commemorating 
the multiple monthly appearances of angels and the Virgin Mary to three shep-
herd children in Fatima, Portugal in 1917 will be in Paris at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. There will be an adoration so the church will be open for 24 hours begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the public is invited. 

See STATUE, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 6B

International 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue of 
Fatima in town March 19

See SOCIAL, Page 6B

Russia 
plans to 
erect Jesus 
statue
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MOSCOW — Author-
ities in Vladivostok, the 
largest city in far eastern 
Russia, are planning to 
erect a gigantic statue of 
Jesus Christ on a site once 
designated for a monument 
of Vladimir Lenin.

The statue, which has not 
yet been approved by the 
Russian Orthodox Church, 
is to be 125 feet high – the 
same height as the Christ 
the Redeemer monument 
in Rio de Janeiro, according 
to blueprints made public 
by Vyatsky Posad, a Russian 
Orthodox Christian center. 
The statue will stand on top 
of a hill looking east over the 
Pacific Ocean.

Soviet authorities issued 
orders for the construction 
of a 98-foot-high bronze 
statue of Lenin at the site 
in 1972. Another statue, of 
Soviet dictator Joseph Sta-
lin, was planned to be built 
on a neighboring hill. But 
construction hitches meant 
the plans were repeatedly 
postponed, before even-
tually being scrapped alto-
gether in 1990.

Supporters of the Jesus 
statue are enthusiastic, 
despite the lack of details 
about the project. De-
scriptions of the statue as 
a “symbol of the unity of 
the Russian people” that 
would “bless” ships leaving 
and arriving in the port city 
were later deleted from the 
Vyatsky Posad’s website, 
for reasons that remain un-
clear. Attempts by Religion 
News Service to contact the 
Vyatsky Center for com-
ment were unsuccessful.

Other Russian media 
outlets, however, have pub-
lished blueprints for the 
project, and plans for the 
statue were openly dis-
cussed at a meeting at the 
proposed site in late Feb-
ruary attended by Oleg 
Kozhemyako, the regional 
governor; Ali Uzdenov, a 
vice president of the Rus-
sian business conglomer-
ate Sistema; and Gennady 
Tsurkov, the head of the 
Vyatsky Posad center, which 
is connected to Iliy, an influ-
ential monk who is spiritual 
adviser to Patriarch Kirill, 
the head of the Russian Or-
thodox Church.

Tsurkov, in an interview 
with Russia’s Govorit Mosk-
va radio station, said the 
statue project had been in-
spired by Iliy.

“He really wants to put 
up a statue of Jesus Christ 
as a protector of our Russia 
from the east,” Tsurkov said. 
“He says, ‘we need to make 
it higher (than the statue in 
Rio).’” Tsurkov clarified that 
while the statue itself would 

Auschwitz takes a stand for the facts in the Information Age’s vibrant and volatile Internet communities

CHURCH HOPES TO BRING MESSAGE OF PEACE
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Special To The Prairie Press

Pastor Tim Duke is leading 
revival services March 17, 18 
and 19 at Sugar Grove United 
Methodist Church, rural 
Chrisman.

TAIZE SCHEDULED APRIL 9

ST. MARY OF THER WOODS, Ind. 
— Join the Sisters of Providence 
for song, quiet contemplation 
and inspired readings during the 
ecumenical Taizé Prayer gathering 
from 7-8 p.m. EDT, Tuesday, April 
9, in the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, located 10 minutes 
northwest of downtown Terre 
Haute. Persons of all faith traditions 
are invited to the gatherings, which 
take place on the second Tuesday 
of each month. The 2019 theme 
for Taizé is “Be Light.” The monthly 
Taizé service is free to attend.  The 
hour-long service includes prayer, 
beautiful music and a time for 
silence, spoken and silent prayers. 
The prayer is quiet and reflective, 
peaceful and joyful. The prayer 
space is lit primarily by candlelight. 
Remaining Taizé Prayer gathering 
dates for 2019 include May 14, June 
11, July 9, August 13, September 
10, October 8, November 12, and 
December 10. For more information, 
call 812-535-2952 or log on to Taize.
ProvCenter.org.

GRACE NOTES

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Sugar Grove United Meth-
odist Church is hosting a re-
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be the same height as the 
Christ the Redeemer monu-
ment, it would also stand atop 
a 98-foot-high pedestal. “Alto-
gether, it will be 68 meters (223 
feet),” he said.

Tsurkov said private inves-
tors will fund the construction 
of the statue but that total costs 
had yet to be finalized.

Kozhemyako said a small 
chapel that could hold up to 30 
people would also be built close 
to the statue. 

“Delegations will just arrive, 
go in, and light a candle,” the re-
gional governor said, according 
to online footage of the on-site 
discussion.

Online opinion has been al-
most entirely negative. 

“Is there nothing else for 
us to spend our money on?” 
wrote Svetlana, on a forum 

for residents of Vladivostok. 
“We’d be better off spend-
ing the money on hospitals, 
schools, roads …”

Others on the same forum 
suggested the project could 
be part of a money-laundering 
scheme.

Roman Lunkin, a religion 
analyst at the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences in Moscow, 
told RNS it is not certain the 
Russian Orthodox Church will 
approve the project, because 
the proposed design was more 
in keeping with Roman Cath-
olic statues and monuments. 
“There is a tradition in Ortho-
doxy of putting up crosses, but 
not statues,” he said.

With the Russian Orthodox 
Church closely aligned with the 
Kremlin, Lunkin explained, the 
project contained a political-pa-
triotic element that apparent-
ly underlines what President 
Vladimir Putin has described as 

Sugar Grove’s 
revival begins

is not some sweet by and by 
when we die. The greatest 
privilege of the Christian life 
is the fact that we get to be like 
Jesus. This is exciting news.

The more we live into the 
person we were created to be, 
the more we will enjoy heaven 
when we get there. 

As you continue the self-re-
flective journey through Lent 
toward the Passion and Easter, 
be mindful of this fact. This 
notion of becoming the image 
of Christ has implications for 
our daily lives. When it comes 
to habitual sins that we com-
mit, the question for us is not, 
“Will this sin cause me to go 

to hell?” Rather, the question 
might look more like one of 
these: “Is this really what God 
wants for me? Is this what God 
created me for? Is this God’s 
best for me? Is this helping me 
to become the man or woman 
he intended me to be?” The 
real reason sin is wrong is 
because of its tendency to keep 
us from living into who we 
really are in Christ. 

The ultimate goal of our 
salvation is to move farther 
away from our sin nature (Paul 
calls this the flesh, some may 
call it the ego self or the false 
self) and toward the nature 
God intended for us (our true 
Christ-like nature). 

Another common phrase 
used for salvation or heaven 

On Feb. 24, the Auschwitz 
Memorial tweeted the words 
of Anna Ventura, “My morale 
is very high. We will see each 
other soon. Lots of kisses to ev-
eryone. All my thoughts are of 
you.” Two days later, the tweet 
continues, Ventura was, “mur-
dered in #Auschwitz with 520 
other Jews from her deporta-
tion train.”

He has told the stories of 
Stefan Reyman, Katarzyna 
Kwoka and many others who 
died in the Auschwitz camp. 
Another series of tweets relates 
what happened on a given day 
in history.

“We work here for the 
survivors. We work here to 
commemorate the victims,” 
Sawicki said. “But we also work 
to teach people some kind of 
universal lesson and teach this 
history.”

Sawicki also uses the ac-
count to call out organizations 
that get facts wrong. “Some-
times people say that we are 
too strict, and we are too cau-
tious on details,” he said. “We 
are the institution that is sup-
posed to look after the facts.”

And not just what most 
readers would consider facts. In 
early February, the Auschwitz 
Memorial tweeted about Josef 
Mengele, “an SS camp doctor 
who made selections and per-
petrated deadly pseudo-medi-
cal experiments on Auschwitz 
prisoners.”

Another Twitter user quote 
tweeted it saying, “he was an 
animal.”

“No, he’s not,” the Auschwitz 
Memorial Twitter account re-
sponded.

“The biggest problem and 

challenge we face is that Josef 
Mengele was a human being 
and a doctor – even awarded 
for his bravery in combat zone,” 
the tweet continued. “And still 
he could believe in this horri-
ble ideology and commit mon-
strous crime on its behalf.”

The memorial has even 
called out D.C.’s Holocaust Mu-
seum. Using a series of tweets 
to expand on the particular 
moment in history, the memo-
rial explained that a group of 
prisoners at Auschwitz-Birke-
nau did not blow up one of the 
crematoria as the museum had 
tweeted. Rather, the memorial 
said, some prisoners had tried 
to cause an explosion, but SS 
guards entered before anything 
happened. There was, howev-
er, a fire set “to the undressing 
room of gas chamber IV,” the 
tweet explained.

The memorial also responds 
to social media trolls — social 
media users who provoke oth-
ers with controversial posts — 
but does so only “when we feel 
there is an educational possi-
bility,” he said.

“We do not talk with every 
Internet troll,” Sawicki said. 
“You learn that not everyone is 
worth responding to.”

The memorial has no prob-
lem blocking users if they don’t 
follow a respectful guideline, 
but for the most part, Sawicki 
said, that hasn’t been a big is-
sue.

“There are very few cases 
where we’ve had disrespectful 
comments or where we really 
have to delete something,” he 
said. 

In fact, people police each 
other. If there’s a new comment 
on a 5-year-old picture or post, 
Sawicki might miss it. But oth-
er users don’t — and they mes-

sage Sawicki to let him know.
Sawicki wants everyone 

to stop and think about what 
they’re saying when writing 
about the Holocaust on social 
media.

“The language they use can 
hurt people,” he said, especially 
if they think they are just jok-
ing.

Making a joke isn’t just mak-
ing a joke, he said.

In an op-ed for The Guard-
ian in November, Joe Mulhall, 
senior researcher at Hope not 
Hate, which monitors far-right 
groups and individuals, said 
the, “‘for the lulz’ attitude is 
prevalent among young online 
far right.”

“Where once deniers went 
to great lengths to scientifical-
ly ‘prove’ the Holocaust didn’t 
happen,” he wrote, “alt-right 
deniers are more likely to joke 
about it or even celebrate it.”

Although the way Holocaust 
denial looks has changed, it 
doesn’t make it any less dan-
gerous.

“We look at the story of 
Auschwitz and we see the 
gas chambers and we see the 
suffering of so many people,” 
Sawicki said. “But we need to 
remember there was a whole 
path leading towards this trage-
dy. And it all starts with words.”

And today, Sawicki said, 
many of those words are being 
said through social media.

“People should look at their 
own environment and their 
own virtual community, what 
language is around them and 
react if they see that the lan-
guage is turned into a tool of 
hatred,” he said. “Auschwitz 
tries to stand as a symbol of 
what hateful ideologies can 
result in. It all starts with the 
language that we use.”

is the phrase, eternal life. 
What is eternal life exactly? Is 
it simply a duration of time? 
It is my understanding that 
God dwells outside of time, 
and when we go to be with 
him, duration is really not the 
point. Actually, the phrase 
eternal life is defined for us by 
Jesus in John 17:3: “Now this 
is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent.” 

It is our privilege to know 
God, to really know him in 
the depth of our soul. During 
this season of Lent and 
the Passion and Easter, we 
remember what this blessing 
is really all about. The more 
we focus our attention on 
knowing him, the more pre-
pared we will be to recognize 
heaven because in Christ we 
are already experiencing it. 

The other really beautiful 
thing about us living into 
our true nature is the fact the 
world gets to see what Christ 
is like, not just in the words 
on a page in the Bible, but in 
real lives lived out in everyday 
life. As Christians it is our duty 
to show people in this world 
what heaven is really like. We 
are to be the expression of 
eternal life in this life.

May we, the people of God 
live the true heavenly life in 
this world. May we show forth 
the glory of our risen savior 
in and through our lives right 
here in Paris.

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

vival March 17, 18 and 19.
The services start at 6 

p.m. each day. The guest 
speaker is Pastor Tim 
Duke, who is the current 
pastor of the Congrega-
tional Church at Marshall.  

Special music is a com-
ponent of the revival. The 
Duke Family performs 
the music selected for the 
event. 

Organizers of the event 
say the goal of the revival 
is to inspire and encour-
age and everyone feeling 
a need for a closer connec-
tion with the Lord is invit-
ed to attend. 

Sugar Grove United 
Methodist Church is lo-
cated at 16362 N 2300th 
Street, Chrisman. More 
information is available 
by contacting Pastor Bill 
Duke, 217-822-5665.

the religious values that bind 
modern Russia.

“This huge statue of 
Christ is proposed to act 
as a kind of border post in 
Russia’s far east to guard 
our motherland,” Lunkin 
said. He also criticized com-
ments attributed to Ilya, the 
patriarch’s spiritual adviser, 
about making the statue 
larger than its counterpart 
in Brazil as an ill-considered 
attempt to demonstrate 
Russian greatness to the en-
tire world.

The construction of a 
massive statue of Christ 
in Vladivostok would also 
neatly symbolize Russia’s 
startling transformation 
from an officially athe-
ist state in the Soviet era, 
which ended in 1991, to 
today’s Christian-majority 
country. 

Around 80 percent of 
Russians currently identify 
as Orthodox Christians, in-
cluding Putin, a former KGB 
agent. Few, however, attend 
church services or observe 
religious fasts.

The Vladivostok statue 
wouldn’t be the first time 
that a Christian structure 
has been built on the site 
of a monument to Lenin. 
In 2000, Moscow’s Christ 
the Saviour Cathedral was 
consecrated at a location 
within sight of the Kremlin 
towers, replacing a previous 
cathedral building that was 
demolished on Stalin’s or-
ders in 1931 to make way for 
a planned 1,000-foot-high 
Palace of Soviets.

The palace, which would 
have been the world’s tallest 
building at the time, was to 
have been topped by a co-
lossal statue of Lenin. Con-
struction was postponed 
and then later scrapped with 
the outbreak of World War 
II.

It’s not only in grandiose 
architecture that Lenin and 
Jesus compete in today’s 
Russia. 

Gennady Zyuganov, the 
leader of the modern-day 
Communist Party, frequent-
ly compares Lenin to Jesus 
Christ and has claimed the 
Soviet Union was an attempt 
to establish God’s kingdom 
on Earth.
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For years, physician Linda Fried 
offered older patients who complained 
of being lonely what seemed to be 
sensible guidance. “Go out and find 
something that matters to you,” she told 
them.

But her well-meant advice didn’t work 
most of the time. What patients really 
wanted were close relationships with 
people they care about, satisfying social 
roles and a sense their lives have value. 

And this wasn’t easy to find.
We need, “new societal institutions 

that bring meaning and purpose,” to 
older adults’ lives, Fried recently told a 
committee of the National Academies 
of Sciences investigating loneliness and 
social isolation among older adults. 
Fried is a geriatrician and dean of the 
Mailman School of Public Health at 
Columbia University.

The committee’s deliberations come 
amid growing interest in the topic. Four 
surveys — by Cigna, AARP, the Kaiser 
Family Foundation and the University of 
Michigan — have examined the extent 
of loneliness and social isolation in 
older adults in the past year. And health 
insurers, health care systems, senior 
housing operators and social service 
agencies are launching or expanding 
initiatives. Kaiser Health News is an 
editorially independent program of the 
Kaiser Family Foundation.

Notably, Anthem Inc. is planning a 
national rollout to Medicare Advantage 
plans of a program addressing loneliness 
developed by its subsidiary CareMore 
Health, according to Robin Caruso, 

CareMore’s chief togetherness officer. 
UnitedHealthcare is making health 
navigators available to Medicare 
Advantage members at risk for social 
isolation. And Kaiser Permanente 
is starting a pilot program that will 
refer lonely or isolated older adults in 
its Northwest region to community 

services, with plans to eventually bring 
it to other regions, according to Lucy 
Savitz, vice president of health research 
at Kaiser Permanente Northwest. 

The effectiveness of these programs 
and others remains to be seen. Few have 
been rigorously evaluated, and many 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County Health De-
partment Director Janet Ma-
son discussed the local out-
break of hepatitis A and the 
steps being taken to deal with 
the issue during the Wednes-
day, March 13, Edgar County 
Board meeting

Hepatitis A is an infectious 
disease that attacks the liver 
and can lead to serious compli-
cations, but it is rarely fatal. In 
some parts of the world, drink-
ing sewage-contaminated wa-
ter or consuming food cleaned 
with or harvested from such 
water is the most common vec-
tor for spreading hepatitis A.

In the United States, the 
sharing of needles for drug use 
or men having sex with other 
men is most frequently how 
the disease is transmitted.

“It started here with drug us-
ers,” said Mason, adding that is 
complicating the effort to find 
those who have possibly been 
exposed. “The drug use com-
munity is secretive. It is hard to 
find all of the contacts people 
have had. We need people to 
come in and get vaccinated.”

The health department has 
hepatitis A vaccine on hand 
and the injection normally 
costs around $80, which some 
insurance plans will cover. Ma-
son emphasized the vaccine is 

free to people in the high risk 
populations of intravenous 
drug users and those partici-
pating in gay sex.

She was adamant there is 
no connection between the 
disease and any Edgar County 
restaurants.

“As soon as we knew about 
the issue, we notified all of the 
restaurants and provided train-
ing,” she said.

Mason credited all of the 
food serving establishments 
with taking an aggressive stand 
by telling employees if they 
were sick for any reason not to 
come to work. 

One difficulty with hepati-
tis A is the symptoms close-

ly mimic the flu and people 
sometimes tough out the initial 
phases thinking they have the 
flu and don’t suspect hepatitis 
until later when they are still 
not recovering.

Another high-risk popula-
tion are people living in the 
same home as an infected indi-
vidual. Transmission requires 
the exchange of body fluids 
by sharing cups or eating uten-
sils, sex or perhaps cleaning up 
urine or feces from a sick indi-
vidual.

“It has to be close proximity 
for a length of time,” said Ma-
son. “You can’t shake hands 
with a person who has it and 
get it. That is not sufficient.”

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood confirmed some hepa-
titis infected drug users have 
been in the county jail. As a 
result, the health department 
has vaccinated the sheriff’s em-
ployees.

Mason was asked about 
providing vaccine to other 
county employees like those 
who work in the courthouse 
and may also encounter people 
coming to court or to pay fines 
who are infected. She said the 
Illinois Department of Health 
considers such contact as low 
risk. As a result, the health de-
partment cannot provide free 
inoculations to other county 
employees.

Another organization help-
ing the health department deal 
with this issue is the Renais-
sance Bus from Springfield. 
Mason said this project uses re-
covering addicts who can best 
communicate with addicts.

The bus comes to Paris ev-
ery Friday evening and parks 
on Court Street, just off the 
courthouse square.

People staffing the bus can 
offer education and test for dis-
eases but they cannot provide 
inoculations.

“The health department 
puts a nurse on when we can,” 
said Mason.

Ken Polky, CEO of the 

County fighting hepatitis A

Social isolation epidemic

Is it time 
for a sleep 
study?

Good news for the 
millions of people who have 
trouble sleeping, there is 

hope.
Every-

one suf-
fers from 
a bad 
night’s 
sleep now 
and then. 
But when 
sleepless 
nights 
become 

problematic in everyday life, 
a sleep study may help.

A sleep study observes 
how well a person sleeps. 
It can determine if one has 
a sleep problem and how 
severe it is. It all begins with 
a referral from either the pa-
tient’s primary care provider, 
or even a specialist, such as 
an ENT (ears/nose/throat) 
doctor. The word study may 
sound intimidating at first, 
but it’s really not. Take it 
from someone who has had 
two.

So, how does one decide 
if a sleep study is necessary? 
An individual may need a 
sleep study if the following 
conditions are present: 

■ A person can’t fall asleep 
or remain asleep throughout 
the night (insomnia)

■ A person can’t stay 
awake during the day (nar-
colepsy)

■  Snoring (sleep apnea)
■ A person can’t resist 

moving their legs (Restless 
Leg Syndrome)

■  Sleepwalking
■ The occurrence of terri-

fying nightmares
A sleep study is painless. 

It is performed at a hospital 
or sleep center. The sleeping 
rooms are comfortable and 
resemble a typical bedroom 
or hotel room, rather than a 
clinical setting. Patients can 
bring regular sleepwear and 
the temperature is adjusted 
to personal liking. To help 
induce sleep, patients can 
bring a few personal pos-
sessions, like a book to read 
until sleep arrives. The study 
can be done during the day 
for shift workers.

Before going to bed, a 
technologist places sensors, 
or electrodes, on the head 
and body. The technologist 
stays up all night and mon-
itors sleep from a nearby 
control room. This involves 

Will Eli 
Lilly’s 
half-price 
insulin 
help?
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.khn.org

When Erin Gilmer filled 
her insulin prescription at 
a Denver-area Walgreens 
in January, she paid $8.50. 
U.S. taxpayers paid another 
$280.51.

“It eats at me to know that 
taxpayer money is being 
wasted,” said Gilmer, who 
has Medicare and was diag-
nosed with Type 1 diabetes 
while a sophomore at the 
University of Colorado in 
2002.

The diagnosis meant that 
for the rest of her life she’d 
require daily insulin shots 
to stay alive. But the price of 
that insulin is skyrocketing.

Between 2009 and 2017 
the wholesale price of a 
single vial of Humalog, the 
Eli Lilly and Co.-manufac-
tured insulin Gilmer uses, 
nearly tripled — rising from 
$92.70 to $274.70, accord-
ing to data from IBM Wat-
son Health.

Six years ago, Gilmer 
qualified for Social Security 
Disability Insurance — and 
thus, Medicare — because 
of a range of health issues. 
At the time, the insulin she 
needed cost $167.70 per 
vial, according to IBM Wat-
son Health.

“When it’s taxpayer mon-
ey paying for medication for 
someone like me, it makes 
it a national issue, not just a 
diabetic issue,” Gilmer said.

Stories about people with 
Type 1 diabetes dying when 
they couldn’t afford insulin 
have made headlines. Pa-
tient activists like Gilmer 
have protested high prices 
outside Lilly’s headquarters 
in Indianapolis.

Last October in Minne-
sota, state Attorney General 
Lori Swanson sued insulin 
manufacturers, alleging 
price gouging. Pharmaceu-
tical executives were grilled 
about high drug prices by 
the Senate Finance Com-
mittee on Feb. 26.

This is the backdrop for 
Lilly’s announcement last 
week that it is rolling out 
a half-priced, generic ver-
sion of Humalog called in-
sulin lispro. The list price: 

See INSULIN, Page 9BSee BEEWELL, Page 8B

MIKE
HARRISON
BEE WELL
COLUMN

Understanding loneliness 
in older adults � and tai-
loring a solution

Special to The Prairie Press

Medical professionals are finding that loneliness among seniors is both common and dangerous. Severe loneliness drastically 
increases the risk for dementia, immune problems and even early death. 

See LONELY, Page 8B

 

Treang minor, non-emergency health condions  

362 days a year. 
(Closed Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas) 

1 Phipps Lane, Paris (across from the industrial park) 

Mon−Fri: 9am to 7pm 
Weekends: 10am to 6pm  

Health officials stress importance of vaccination for at-risk individuals; assure there’s no restaurant link

See HEP A, Page 8B

SENIORS CAN BE SOCIALLY LEFT BEHIND
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the use of a low-light video 
camera. The camera has audio 
so the technologist can talk to 
and hear the patient. Difficulty 
sleeping that night is not a 
cause for worry. A full night of 

sleep isn’t required to obtain 
accurate results from the study.

A sleep study measures 
eye movements, oxygen 
levels in the blood (no needles 
involved), heart and breathing 
rates, snoring and body move-
ments. A doctor evaluates the 
data and a follow-up appoint-

ment is scheduled to discuss 
the results.

So, does a sleep study really 
work? I guess it depends on 
the person being asked. For 
me, I say yes, it absolutely 
does. 

I was diagnosed with 
obstructive sleep apnea where 
breathing repeatedly stops 
during sleep. This can happen 
hundreds of times during the 
night. The result is extreme 
fatigue the next morning that 
can last for days.

My life changed when I was 
prescribed a CPAP (continu-
ous positive airway pressure) 
machine. This compact, 
bedside device applies mild 
air pressure on a continuous 
basis to keep my airways open. 
The result? No more snoring 
and no more feeling sleepy 
throughout the day.

Using a CPAP machine in-
volves wearing a mask over the 
nose and mouth, depending if 
the patient want to cover both. 
It does take time to get used to, 

but it’s worth it. 
I take my CPAP every-

where, even when traveling 
through an airport. It may 
seem like an inconvenience at 
first, but for me, the upswing is 
more energy, better concentra-
tion and no more feeling run 
down.

A sleep study is a great tool 
for diagnosing sleep problems. 
But it won’t necessarily make 
for better sleep in all cases. 
Other factors, such as feeling 
stressed, having too much caf-
feine before bed, or feeling too 
hot or too cold, can contribute 
to bad sleep. A sleep study will, 
however, tell healthcare profes-
sionals if a medical reason is 
causing sleeplessness. 

I encourage those having 
trouble sleeping to talk to their 
personal healthcare provider 
about whether a sleep study 
can help.

(Mike Harrison is a PR/
Marketing Associate at Horizon 
Health. Email him at mharri-
son@myhorizonhealth.org.)

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441
Bus. Phone:(217) 826-2346
Toll Free: 1-866-826-FORD

Ford

Appointments: 217-466-4475
MyHorizonHealth.org

Maria Horvat, MD
Gynecology

Welcome

 • 30 years of experience

 • Full range of women’s services 
(wellness exams to complex surgeries)

 • Caring for patients of all ages

 • Empowering women to choose the best 
option for their health

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie

April 4th FArMlAND AUCtiONS
   Vermilion County      Iroquois County

Brian Thompson, 
Broker

   David klein, Auctioneer 309-665-0955 for details

• 62.5+/- Acres   
southwest of Hoopeston  

1 Tract; Ashkum-elliot 
soils. 

• 205+/- Acres  2 Tracts 
132 soil PI. Northeast of 

Hoopeston. 45 ac. 
cropland & 160 acres 

with buildings

$700

1035 GUNS AT AUCTION 
SUNDAY MARCH 17TH 9AM • 2601 LAKE LAND BLVD, MATTOON, IL

See 5000 Photos at 
www.BauerAuction.com

(217) 259-5956
BID ONLINE

NOW!

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

1-800-294-5738  /  www.sellafarm.com

Jasper & Cumberland Co., 
IL Land Auction

406+/- Acres, 661.1+/- Tillable
Offered in 19 Tracts with Excellent Access & topography

Saturday March 30th, 12NOON Central

E s t a t e  o f  L e n o re  H i g g i n s ,  P e o p l e s  S t a t e  B a n k  -  S e l l e r
See www.sellafarm.com for aerial photos, complete listing, Plats & more!

Human Resources Center of 
Edgar and Clark Counties 
suggested a different time for 
the Renaissance Bus. He said 
the vehicle is already parked 
close to the HRC building 
and a better time might be 
Monday evenings when 80 or 
more people come to HRC 
for a meal at the community 

kitchen. 
Mason agreed that might 

increase foot traffic for the 
bus and plans to relay the 
information to the people 
Springfield.

People who suspect they 
have hepatitis A, or have been 
exposed to it, should visit 
the Edgar County Health 
Department, 502 Shaw Ave., 
Paris, or call the department 
at 217-465-2212.

HEP A
FROM PAGE 7B

assume increased social inter-
action will go a long way to-
ward alleviating older adults’ 
distress at not having meaning-
ful relationships. But that isn’t 
necessarily the case.

“Assuaging loneliness is 
not just about having random 
human contact; it’s about the 
quality of that contact and who 
you’re having contact with,” 
said Vyjeyanthi Periyakoil, an 
associate professor of medicine 
at Stanford University School 
of Medicine.

A one-size-fits-all approach 
won’t work for older adults, 
she and other experts agreed. 
Instead, varied approaches that 
recognize the different degrees, 
types and root causes of loneli-
ness are needed.

DEGREES OF LONELINESS
The headlines are alarming: 

Between 33 and 43 percent 
of older Americans are lone-
ly, they proclaim. But those 
figures combine two groups: 
people who are sometimes 
lonely and those who are al-
ways lonely.

The distinction matters be-
cause people who are some-
times lonely don’t necessarily 
stay that way; they can move 
in and out of this state. And 
the potential health impact of 
loneliness — a higher risk of 
heart disease, dementia, im-
mune dysfunction, functional 
impairment and early death — 
depends on its severity.

People who are severely 
lonely are at high risk, while 
those who are moderately 

lonely are at lower risk, said 
Julianne Holt-Lunstad, a pro-
fessor of psychology and neu-
roscience at Brigham Young 
University.

The number of people in 
the highest risk category is 
relatively small, as it turns out. 
When AARP asked adults who 
participated in its survey last 
year, “How often do you feel 
lonely or isolated from those 
around you?” 4 percent said 
always, while 27 percent said 
sometimes. In the University 
of Michigan’s just-published 
survey on loneliness and social 
isolation, 8 percent of older 
adults (ages 50-80) said they 
often lacked companionship 
(a proxy for loneliness), while 
26 percent said this was some-
times the case.

“If you compare loneliness 
to a toxin and ask ‘How much 
exposure is dangerous, at what 
dose and over what period of 
time?’ the truth is we don’t re-
ally know yet,” Periyakoil said.

Why it matters: Loneliness 
isn’t always negative, and se-
niors shouldn’t panic if they 
sometimes feel this way. Often, 
loneliness motivates people 
to find a way to connect with 
others, strengthening social 
bonds. More often than not, 
it’s inspired by circumstances 
that people adjust to over time, 
such as the death of a spouse, 
close family member or friend; 
a serious illness or injury; or a 
change in living situation.

TYPES OF LONELINESS
Loneliness comes in differ-

ent forms that call for differ-
ent responses. According to a 
well-established framework, 

emotional loneliness occurs 
when someone feels the lack 
of intimate relationships. So-
cial loneliness is the lack of 
satisfying contact with family 
members, friends, neighbors 
or other community members. 
Collective loneliness is the feel-
ing of not being valued by the 
broader community.

One of the root causes of 
loneliness can be the percep-
tion that other people have re-
jected you or don’t care about 
you. Frequently, people who 
are lonely convey negativity 
or push others away because 
of perceived rejection, which 
only reinforces their isolation.

In a review of interventions 
to reduce loneliness, research-
ers from the University of 
Chicago note interventions 
that address what they call 
maladaptive social cognition 
— distrust of other people, 
negativity and the expectation 
of rejection — are generally 
more effective than those that 
teach social skills or promote 
social interactions. Cognitive 
behavior therapy, which teach-
es people to recognize and 
question their assumptions, is 
often recommended.

Relationships that have be-
come disappointing are anoth-
er common cause of loneliness. 
This could be a spouse who’s 
become inattentive over time 
or adult children or friends 
who live at a distance and are 
rarely in touch.

“Figuring out how to pro-
mote quality relationships for 
older adults who are lonely 
is tricky,” Holt-Lunstad said. 
“While we have decades of re-
search in relationship science 

that helps characterize quality 
relationships, there’s not a lot 
of evidence around effective 
ways to create those relation-
ships or intervene,” when prob-
lems surface.

Other contributors to lone-
liness are easier to address. 
A few examples: Someone 
who’s lost a sense of being 
meaningfully connected to 
other people because of hear-
ing loss — the most common 
type of disability among older 
adults — can be encouraged 
to use a hearing aid. Someone 
who can’t drive anymore and 
has stopped getting out of the 
house can get assistance with 
transportation. Or someone 
who’s lost a sibling or a spouse 
can be directed to a bereave-
ment program.

“We have to be very strategic 
about efforts to help people, 
what it is they need and what 
we’re trying to accomplish,” 
Holt-Lunstad said. “We can’t 
just throw programs at people 
and hope that something is 
better than nothing.”

She recommends that older 
adults take mental stock of the 
extent to which they feel lonely 
or socially isolated. Am I feel-
ing left out? To what extent are 
my relationships supportive? 
Then, they should consider 
what underlies any problems. 
Why don’t I get together with 
friends? Why have I lost touch 
with people I once spoke with?

“When you identify these 
factors, then you can think 
about the most appropriate 
strategies to relieve your dis-
comfort and handle any obsta-
cles that are getting in the way,” 
Holt-Lunstad said.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. “Be back later”
4. Hoover’s office
7. Brew
8. Philo and Reglis are two 
(“Star Wars”)
10. Actress Remini
12. Moghul emperor
13. Alaskan glacier
14. Constrictor
16. Prohibit
17. Ancient Brittonic tribe
19. Chinese pastry
20. Razorbill is of this genus
21. Beloved holiday decoration
25. Dutch football club
26. Aggressive dog
27. Small piece of glass
29. “South Park” 
creator __ Parker
30. Leisure activity
31. Someone’s story
32. Record-setting swimmer
39. Hillside
41. Unit of measurement
42. Famous for its potatoes
43. Insect secretion
44. Gate in Marrakesh
45. Cain and __
46. A set of moral principles
48. Repair
49. Two-terminal 
semicondcutor device
50. Strongly alkaline solution
51. Former CIA
52. Satellite laser ranging

Clues Down
1. Sea
2. Cleans things
3. More skinny
4. Supervises flying
5. Talk rapidly and excitedly
6. Intestinal
8. Don’t know when yet
9. Soluble ribonucleic acid
11. Chinese and Vietnamese 
ethnic group
14. Wild cattle genus
15. Rock formation
18. Makes up

19. Resembles a pouch
20. Having an aerial 
quality
22. Windpipe
23. Million barrels per 
day (abbr.)
24. Bitterly regret
27. Soft creamy white 
cheese
28. Renamed when EU 
was incorporated
29. ‘__ death do us part
31. Sound unit
32. Men proud of their 

CROSSWORD

masculinity
33. Clergy member’s 
vestment
34. Hello
35. Mild yellow Dutch
 cheese made in balls
36. Marks
37. Derived from 
benzene
38. Low-melting alloy
39. Lost blood
40. Quantitative relation
44. Academic degree
47. Many subconsciousses

IRISH
FROM PAGE 3B

INSULIN
FROM PAGE 7B

William Scully, an Irishman 
who had amassed 211,000 
acres of land by the 1880s. 
Edward Dunne — one of 
several Chicago mayors of 
Irish descent — was elected 
governor of Illinois in 1912. 

On the other side was the 
hapless Catherine O’Leary, 
a resident of south Chicago 
whose cow allegedly kicked 
over a lantern that sparked 
the devastating Chicago Fire 
of 1871. Years later, a Chica-
go Tribune reporter admitted 
that he made up the story. Mrs. 
O’Leary may have been a con-
venient scapegoat, based on 
the prevailing low opinion of 
Irish immigrants. 

At the turn of the century, 
some 73,912 Irish were living 

in Chicago and were enjoying 
higher social status. Police and 
fire departments were rou-
tinely dotted with Irish, while 
others were rising in city gov-
ernment. Many hospitals and 
schools also felt the influence 
of the Irish. 

According to 2007 Census 
figures, some 201,836 of Irish 
ancestry reside in Chicago, the 
city’s largest European ethnic 
group. The Mount Greenwood 
neighborhood on the city’s 
southwest side is more than 40 
percent Irish. 

Today Illinois residents of 
Irish ancestry — as well as 
those who wish they were — 
have made St. Patrick’s Day 
one of the most economically 
viable holidays on the calen-
dar, celebrating statewide with 
various festivals, parades  and 
parties.

Youth mental health workshop
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Marshall 
Public Library is offering a 
free Youth Mental Health First 
Aid certification workshop 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. April 6. A light 
lunch is provided as part of 
the event.

Clark County Deputy and 
certified Mental Health Train-
er Derrick Sanders is leading 
the workshop.The session will 
help prepare participants to re-

spond to a mental illness and/
or substance abuse disorder by 
recognizing signs and symp-
toms of adolescent mental or 
substance abuse illnesses.

The workshop is free but 
seating is limited and advance 
registration is required. April 
1 is the deadline to register.   

Registration may be com-
pleted by calling the library 
at 217-826-2535 or online via 
Facebook or the library’s web-
page.

$137.35 per vial.
“Patients, doctors and poli-

cymakers are demanding low-
er list prices for medicines and 
lower patient costs at the phar-
macy counter,” Eli Lilly CEO 
David Ricks wrote in a blog 
post about the move. “You 
might be surprised to hear that 
we agree – it’s time for change 
in our system and for consum-
er prices to come down.”

NO PANACEA
When Lilly’s Humalog, the 

first short-acting insulin, came 

to market in 1996, the list price 
was about $21 per vial. The 
price didn’t reach $275 over-
night, but yearly price increases 
added up.

In February 2009, for exam-
ple, the wholesale price was 
$92.70, according to IBM Wat-
son Health. It rose to $99.65 
in December 2009, then to 
$107.60 in September 2010, 
$115.70 in May 2011, and so 
on.

“There’s no justification for 
why prices should keep in-
creasing at an average rate of 
10 percent every year,” said 
Inmaculada Hernandez of 
the University of Pittsburgh 

School of Pharmacy, who was 
lead author of a January report 
in Health Affairs attributing 
the skyrocketing cost of pre-
scription drugs to accumulated 
yearly price hikes.

“The public perception that 
we have in general is that drugs 
are so expensive because we 
need to pay for research and 
development, and that’s true,” 
Hernandez said. “However, 
usually research and devel-
opment is paid for in the first 
years of life of a drug.”

At $137.35 per vial, Lilly’s 
generic insulin is priced at 
about the same level as Huma-
log was in 2012, 16 years after it 

came to market.
“We want to recognize that 

this is not a panacea,” said com-
pany spokesman Greg Kuet-
erman. “This is an option that 
we hope can help people in the 
current system that we work 
with.”

It’s worth noting that Huma-
log is a rapid-acting insulin, but 
that’s only one of the two types 
of insulin most people with 
Type 1 diabetes use every day. 
The second kind is long-lasting. 
Lilly makes one called Basaglar. 
The most popular long-lasting 
insulin is Lantus, produced 
by Sanofi. Neither has a low-
er-cost alternative.

Still, Lilly’s move on Hum-
alog could put pressure on the 
other two big makers of insulin 
to act.

Novo Nordisk called Lilly’s 
lower-priced generic insulin, 
“an important development,” 
in an emailed statement.

“Bringing affordable insulin 
to the market requires ideas 
from all stakeholders,” Novo 
Nordisk’s Ken Inchausti said 
in an email, which also listed 
steps the company has taken, 
such as a patient assistance pro-
gram. The statement didn’t say 
whether Novo Nordisk is con-
sidering offering a lower-priced 
version of its popular insulin 
Novolog, a rival of Humalog.

A statement from Sanofi, the 
third major insulin maker, also 
didn’t say whether the compa-
ny would offer lower-priced 
versions of its insulins.

“Sanofi supports any actions 
that increase access to insulins 
for patients living with diabetes 
at an affordable price,” spoke-
woman Ashleigh Koss said in 
the email, which also touted 
the company’s patient assis-
tance program.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF GENERIC
One twist in this story is 

that Lilly’s new insulin is just a 
repackaged version of Huma-
log, minus the brand name. It’s 
called an authorized generic.

“Whoever came up with 
the term ‘authorized gener-
ic’?” Vincent Rajkumar said, 
laughing. Rajkumar is a hema-
tologist at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn.

“It’s the same exact drug” as 
the brand name, he continued.

Typically, Rajkumar said, 
authorized generics are intro-
duced by brand-name drug-
makers to compete with gener-
ic versions of their drugs made 
by rival companies.

But in the case of Humalog 
and other insulins, there are no 
generics made by competitors, 
as there are for, say, the choles-
terol medicine Lipitor or even 
other diabetes drugs, such as 
metformin.

So when Lilly’s authorized 
generic comes to market, the 
company will have both Hum-
alog insulin and the authorized 
generic version of that medi-
cine on the market.

Rajkumar said it’s a public 
relations move.

“There’s outrage over the 
price of insulin that is being 
discussed in Congress and 

elsewhere. And so the compa-
ny basically says, ‘Hey, we will 
make the identical product 
available at half price.’ On the 
surface that sounds great,” Ra-
jkumar said.

“But you look at the prob-
lems and you think, ‘OK, how 
crazy is this that someone is 
actually going to be buying the 
brand-name drug?’”

In fact, it’s possible that Lilly 
could break even or profit off its 
authorized generic compared 
to the name-brand Humalog, 
according to University of 
Pittsburgh’s Hernandez.

The profit margin would 
depend on the rebates paid by 
the company to insurers and 
pharmacy benefit managers. 
Rebates are getting a lot of at-
tention these days as one factor 
that pushes drug prices higher. 
They’re usually not disclosed 
and increase as a drug’s price 
increases, providing an incen-
tive to some companies to raise 
prices.

“Doing an authorized gener-
ic is nothing else than giving 
insurers two options,” Hernan-
dez said: pay the full list price 
for a brand-name drug and re-
ceive a higher rebate, or pay the 
lower price for the authorized 
generic and receive a presum-
ably smaller rebate.

“What we really need to get 
insulin prices down is to get ge-
nerics into the market, and we 
need more than one,” Hernan-
dez said, adding that previous 
research has shown that prices 
begin to go down when two or 
three generics are competing 
in the marketplace.

Even so, Lillly’s Kueterman 
said the authorized generic in-
sulin, “is going to help hopeful-
ly move the system towards a 
more sustainable model.”

“I can guarantee you the 
reason that we’re doing this is 
to help people,” Kueterman 
said, noting the company’s Di-
abetes Solution Center has also 
helped, “10,000 people each 
month pay significantly less for 
their insulin,” since it opened in 
August.

For Erin Gilmer, the news 
about an authorized generic 
insulin from Lilly has left her 
mildly encouraged.

“It sounds really good, and 
it will help some people, which 
is great,” Gilmer said. “It’s Eli 
Lilly and pharma starting to 
understand that grassroots ac-
tivism has to be taken seriously, 
and we are at a tipping point.”
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Editor’s Note: This is the 
second in an occasional series 
of stories from Capitol News 
Illinois about the 2020 census. 
Future stories will look at efforts 
at outreach to specific hard-to-
count communities, and pending 
state legislation.

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – With up 
to two Illinois congressional 
seats and $1 billion or more 
in federal funding on the line 
if Illinois’ population is not 
correctly counted in the 2020 
census, nonprofit groups warn 
that changes to the census for-
mat this year could exacerbate 
an undercount in already hard-
to-reach communities. 

According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, 16 percent of Illi-
noisans live in hard to count, 
or HTC, communities, which 
require greater resources for 
the Census Bureau to reach 
and are the most likely to be 
undercounted.

While HTC communities 
can be found across the state, 
they each have defining char-
acteristics that make an under-
count likely, and include rural, 
low-income, high-immigrant 
and homeless populations, as 
well as children, renters and 
ethnic or racial minorities. 

These communities are prev-
alent in large pockets of Chi-

cago and surrounding Cook 
County; urban centers around 
the state including Peoria, 
Springfield, Bloomington-Nor-
mal, Decatur and Metro East; 
and more rural areas, espe-
cially in southern Illinois, like 
Carbondale, Cairo and various 
southern counties, according to 
an article by Shawn Healy, head 
of the Robert R. McCormick 
Democracy Program.

Advocates warn a number 
of national factors – includ-
ing moving the census online 
and adding a question about a 
resident’s citizenship status – 
could make full participation 
even more difficult to achieve. 

THE CENSUS GOES ONLINE
In 2020, for the first time, 

the U.S. Census Bureau will 
accept responses online. While 
every household will still be 
sent mailings, 80 percent of 
them will be invitations to 
complete the census online, 
rather than census forms to fill 
out and send back. 

More traditional outreach 
methods, including mailed 
forms and in-person visits, are 
planned for the other 20 per-
cent. 

Griselda Vega Samuel, an 
attorney at the Mexican Amer-
ican Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund who also sits on the 
state’s Complete Count Com-
mission for census outreach, 

said lack of Internet access and 
fear of data breaches could 
make online participation less 
likely across the state, not just 
in hard-to-count areas. 

“Given our current climate, 
people are really scared to put 
their personal information 
online. And in the more rural 
parts of the state, broadband is 
an issue,” she said.

Samuel’s fears seem to be 
corroborated by a City Univer-
sity of New York study which 
shows 18 percent of Illinoisans 
have no Internet or have only 
dial-up access.

In southern Illinois’ Pope 
County, for example, 41 per-
cent of residents have no or 
poor Internet access. While 
only 54 percent of county 
households returned initial 
census forms in 2010, an In-
ternet-based census could 
further limit response rates, 
depending on how the Bureau 
approaches mailings there. 

This will increase the need 
for outreach in southern Illi-
nois, said Anita Banerji, direc-
tor of the Democracy Initia-
tive at the nonprofit Forefront, 
which is leading a coalition of 
more than 40 local and state-
wide organizations on census 
outreach in Illinois.

“We need to focus a little 
more on central and south-
ern Illinois for these reasons,” 
Banerji said, adding that Chi-

cago already has some groups 
and lawmakers that are really 
in the fight against an under-
count.  

Still, for those who do get 
it online, “there are thousands 
of cybersecurity risks that are 
out there as well,” Banerji said. 
“The Bureau needs to spend 
time making sure the data is 
well protected and safe.”

That’s a tall task, Banerji 
added, considering the Cen-
sus Bureau’s funding has been 
flat or underfunded since 
2010, causing the cancellation 
of two out of three test runs 
for the online format leading 
up to the real thing.

THE CITIZENSHIP QUESTION
Since communities with 

high immigrant populations 
are often considered hard to 
count, the potential addition 
of a question asking about a 
resident’s immigration status is 
another obstacle to full partic-
ipation. 

“The question causes fear 
in many immigrant communi-
ties, mixed-status families, and 
communities of color,” Banerji 
said. “And not just in Chicago, 
either. Think about the or-
chard fields in Carbondale, 
the undocumented commu-
nities around Peoria – those 
folks will be impacted too.” 

Two federal judges have al-
ready ruled against the Trump 

administration’s inclusion 
of the question on the 2020 
census, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court is set to hear one of 
these cases on April 23. 

While this will likely de-
cide the matter, Banerji said 
until the decision is final, it is 
difficult for her group to plan 
specific outreach efforts in 
communities that will be most 
adversely affected by low turn-
out numbers.  

“Forefront would not like 
for the question to be on the 
form,” Banerji said. “But we 
need to know what those 
questions are, sooner rather 
than later, so that communi-
ties are armed with the right 
and the best information.”

Still, Banerji said, “there’s a 
huge mistrust of government, 
and that sentiment across the 
country is so strong,” so out-
reach efforts will need to focus 
on the fact that personal data, 
including citizenship status, is 
mandated to be kept private 
under law. 

The state’s own census out-
reach commission also ac-
knowledged this problem in 
its first report from Novem-
ber 2018, saying, “the need 
to clarify that participation in 
the census will not result in 
the further investigation of an 
individual’s life is the greatest 
obstacle facing the Commis-
sion and its members.” 

OTHER FACTORS
National factors are not the 

only thing threatening an un-
dercount of Illinoisans in 2020. 
According to Vega Samuel, the 
top three HTC communities, 
in general, are renters, children 
ages 0-5, and low-income fam-
ilies. 

“So that’s a big chunk of the 
state,” she said. “And it doesn’t 
matter if you’re in Chicago or 
the southern parts.” 

According to Banerji’s data 
from Forefront, about 100,000 
children up to age 5 were not 
counted in the 2010 census 
in Cook County alone. This 
matches up to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s own data, which says 
4.6 percent of children aged 0 
to 4 were missed in the 2010 
census nationally.

“When they get the census 
form in their household, a lot of 
folks don’t always think about 
the children being accounted 
for,” Banerji said. “They don’t 
think about everybody that’s 
under that roof – they usually 
think it’s only themselves and 
their significant other.”

Other communities, includ-
ing racial and ethnic minorities 
and young mobile persons, 
have been historically under-
counted as well. In 2010, for 
example, the Census Bureau 
estimates that 1.5 percent of 
African-Americans were not 
counted. 

BY JERRY NOWICKI
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com 

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois’ 
five-hour classroom time 
mandate would be reinstat-
ed, but school districts would 
still be able to maintain and 
expand e-learning and in-
ternship programs under an 
amendment approved Tues-
day, March 12, in the Illinois 
Senate Education Commit-
tee. 

The amendment was 
passed unanimously to Sen-
ate Bill 28, whose lead spon-
sor is Democrat Jennifer Ber-
tino-Tarrant of Shorewood. 

State Sen. Andy Manar, a 
Bunker Hill Democrat, said 
the amendment was a result 
of negotiations between orga-
nizations representing teach-
ers and school management. 

Manar said a trailer bill 
passed after 2017’s education 
funding reform repealed a 
five-hour mandate for direct 
teacher-to-pupil hours with-
out much discussion. Senate 
Bill 28 would reverse that 
repeal, while allowing school 
boards to maintain local con-
trol over e-learning and other 
classroom-alternative pro-
grams. 

“This amendment would 
represent an in-between 

place,” Manar said. 
State Sen. Chuck Weaver, 

a Peoria Republican, said the 
bill “landed on a good place in 
the middle” between parties 
and sides of the negotiation, 
and many in his district were 
pleased with results. 

“As we’re looking at the 
best thing for kids, I think 
what this bill did and what the 
amendment did is it carved 
out some places where there’s 
flexibility,” Weaver said. 

Several districts are part 
of e-learning pilot programs 
which allow for specific In-
ternet courses and the use 
of e-learning days to count 
as a school day when school 
buildings are closed due to 
inclement weather. 

While the amendment 
would end this pilot program, 
it would allow all districts to 
take advantage of the flexibili-
ty of it by giving locally-elect-
ed school boards the author-
ity to implement e-learning 
days.  

Local regional offices of ed-
ucation, which are grouped by 
county or counties through-
out the state, would ensure all 
student needs are met in the 
program. 

These offices would also 
be tasked with ensuring the 
e-learning plan contains mea-
sures to provide non-elec-
tronic materials to students 
who don’t have access to re-
quired technology. 

The amendment also adds 
several programs that can be 

Census explainer: Hard to count communities

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – As part 
of an effort to rein in the ris-
ing cost of prescription drugs 
in Illinois, Democratic state 
lawmakers introduced bills 
Wednesday, March 13, to im-
pose state regulations on a lit-
tle-known industry, pharmacy 
benefit managers, or PBMs, 
who negotiate drug prices and 
benefits on behalf of insurance 
plans.

Speaking at a statehouse 
rally with scores of pharma-
cists from around the state, 
House Majority Leader Greg-
ory Harris, of Chicago, and 
Democratic Sen. Andy Manar, 
of Bunker Hill, blamed that 
industry not only for manip-
ulating drug prices, but also 
for pushing independent 
community pharmacies out of 
business — charges the PBM 
industry denies.

“So we’re here today to 
work on legislation that will 
outlaw predatory pricing prac-
tices, that will stop insurers 
and PBMs from disadvantag-
ing local pharmacies and lo-
cal pharmacists, and to make 
drugs more affordable to fam-
ilies and consumers across the 
state of Illinois,” Harris said at 
the rally.

PBMs generally work on 
behalf of health insurance 
plans to negotiate drug prices 
and develop what are called 
formularies — rules that de-
termine what drugs will be 
covered for particular condi-
tions, and in some instances, 
under what conditions those 
drugs will be covered.

In addition, in the case 
of high-cost drugs, PBMs 
will often set a maximum al-
lowable cost that limits how 
much pharmacies will be re-
imbursed for a particular drug.

Independent pharmacies 
complain those maximum 
allowable costs are often less 
than the wholesale price they 
pay to manufacturers to ob-
tain the drug. They also allege 
that certain PBMs have direct 
ties to large, retail chain phar-
macies, such as CVS Health, 
which operates the nation’s 
largest chain of retail pharma-
cies and provides pharmacy 
benefit management services.

Harris and Manar in-
troduced companion bills 
Wednesday — House Bill 465 
and Senate Bill 652 — that 
would put PBMs under regu-
lation by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance.

They would also put sev-
eral restrictions on PBM op-
erations, such as prohibiting 
them from putting a drug on 
a maximum allowable cost list 
unless there are at least three 
lower-cost generic equivalent 
drugs available on the market.

“No one regulates PBMs 

in the state of Illinois,” Harris 
said during an interview after 
the rally. “And this has been 
true across the country. In the 
last two years, this has become 
such an issue in so many states 
that, I believe now, 25 states 
are regulating PBMs and 
adopting similar principles we 
have here to cut down on the 
predatory pricing practices.”

An association that rep-
resents PBMs, the Pharma-
ceutical Care Management 
Association, portrayed the 
controversy as merely one 
branch of the prescription drug 
industry attacking another.

“We agree with…Harris 
that more can be done to ad-
dress rising drug prices,” the 
association said in a statement. 
“However, legislation HB 465, 
promotes the special interest 
agenda of the independent 
drugstore lobby while having 
adverse effects on drug costs 
for Illinois consumers.”

The association has also 
argued that it is not to blame 
for the closure of small, inde-
pendent pharmacies. Those 
pharmacies, it said, are at a nat-
ural competitive disadvantage 
because they do not have the 
purchasing power to negotiate 
the same kind of prices with 
wholesalers that PBMs can ne-
gotiate.

Harris said the next steps for 
the bills will be for House and 
Senate leaders to assign them 
to committees that will hold 
hearings on the issue later in 
the session.

E-learning compromise advances
counted as direct teach-
er-student supervision, in-
cluding instruction in du-
al-credit college courses; 
a supervised career devel-
opment experience; youth 
apprenticeships; and dis-
trict-approved blended 
learning programs. 

While Weaver said he 
was proud to take part in 
the negotiations, in the 
future, he would like to 
see further discussions be-
tween teachers unions and 
school districts.

“I think that’s something 
where everyone is a winner 
as long as we can negotiate 
it out,” Weaver said. 

The bill will still require 
a full vote in the Senate be-
fore it moves to the House, 
but because the amend-
ment still allows e-learning 
days, local school boards 
that have already utilized 
them this year would not 
be drastically affected by 
the bill. 

Dave Mouser, super-
intendent at Tri-Valley 
CUSD 3 in Downs, said 
he was happy with the ne-
gotiated bill, as his district 
has already utilized several 
e-learning days during this 
year’s extreme cold. 

“It looks great from my 
perspective,” he said. “I 
think the clarifications 
were necessary, and I 
think it opens the door for 
schools to personalize op-
portunities for kids.”

Amendment allows 
schools to maintain 
control over class-
room alternatives

Bills target pharmacy middlemen
Pharmacy benefit 
managers would 
have to report to In-
surance Department

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A 
four-year effort by lawmak-
ers and advocates to raise 
the minimum age to pur-
chase tobacco products in 
Illinois appears nearly com-
plete now that legislation 
approved by both chambers 
heads to Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
desk.

The Senate successfully 
passed the measure Thurs-
day by a mostly party-line 
vote. It received the backing 
of only one Republican. 

Pritzker has not said de-
finitively whether he will 
sign “Tobacco 21,” which 
changes the age to buy 
products containing nico-
tine — including cigarettes, 
e-cigarettes, vapes and 
chewing tobacco, among 
others — from 18 to 21. 

In an emailed statement, 
his spokeswoman said 
Pritzker, “looks forward to 
reviewing the legislation.” 

But supporters of the 
initiative are optimistic the 
Democratic governor will 
sign the bill into law, unlike 
former Gov. Bruce Rauner, 
who vetoed a similar mea-
sure last year. 

“Thankfully, we’ve got 

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
shortage of teachers in Illinois 
has gotten more serious over 
the past year, reaching into vir-
tually every subject area and 
region of the state, and forcing 
schools to either cancel pro-
grams, enlarge class sizes or 
use teachers who are not fully 
licensed in a particular subject 
area.

Those are the conclusions of 
a new report released Monday, 
March 11, from the Illinois 
Association of Regional Super-
intendents of Schools, which 
was based on survey responses 
from 527 of the 858 district su-
perintendents in Illinois.

Of those, the report said, 85 
percent reported experiencing 
some level of teacher shortage 
this year, up from 78 percent 
in a similar survey conducted 
in 2017. Nearly one-third (32 
percent) reported a serious 
shortage. Nearly two-thirds 
of those responding (63 per-
cent) also reported having a 
serious shortage of substitute 
teachers.

As a result, the report stat-
ed, the superintendents who 
responded to the survey re-
ported a total of 1,032 vacant 
positions that still had not been 
filled by the time classes started 
last fall, or were filled by people 

who were not fully qualified for 
the position.

“Ultimately, what’s not really 
stated in there, is that there are 
about 120,000 kids who are 
being impacted directly by po-
sitions that are going unfilled 
this year,” said Kelton Davis, 
the regional superintendent 
for Monroe and Randolph 
counties, and chairman of the 
regional superintendents asso-
ciation.

The report said shortages 
were reported in almost ev-
ery subject area, with foreign 
languages, various special ed-
ucation fields and computer 
science leading the list of class-
room subjects. There were also 
significant shortages of school 
psychologists and library and 
media specialists.

Shortages were also report-
ed in every region of the state, 
although they were more se-
vere in southern and central 
Illinois than in the suburban 
districts around Chicago. 

In southern Illinois, 94 
districts reported seeing sig-
nificantly fewer qualified 
applicants than they did five 
years ago. That compares with 
90 percent of the districts in 
central Illinois; 78 percent in 
northwest Illinois; and only 42 
percent in the Cook County 
and surrounding suburbs.

As a result of those shortag-

es, the report said 99 districts 
reported canceling a total of 
225 course offerings due to a 
lack of qualified teachers, while 
86 districts reported convert-
ing more than 200 classes to 
online learning because they 
lacked a qualified teacher for 
the subject.

Davis, however, said he 
knows of many districts that 
have resorted to putting more 
students into a classroom, or 
using teachers who are work-
ing with a temporary license 
or an emergency substitute li-
cense to fill in gaps.

Nancy Latham, executive di-
rector of the Council on Teach-
er Education at the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 
said it’s difficult to pinpoint all 
of the causes of the growing 
teacher shortage.

One of the factors, she said, 
is that there are more teachers 
from the baby boom genera-
tion now retiring than there are 
young people graduating from 
schools of education. A big 
part of that, she said, is money.

She noted that more than 
90 percent of the vacancies re-
ported in 2017 were in schools 
that received below-adequate 
funding and had been reducing 
their staff in recent years.

But another factor, she said, 
is that the teaching profession 
no longer has the same kind of 

allure it once enjoyed.
In fact, the report refer-

enced a 2018 poll by Phi Delta 
Kappa, a nationwide profes-
sional organization for educa-
tors, which found that 54 per-
cent of the adults it surveyed 
said they would not want their 
children taking up teaching as 
a career – the first time a ma-
jority of respondents said that 
in the 50-year history of the 
survey.

Democratic state Sen. Andy 
Manar, of Bunker Hill, com-
mented about the report on 
Twitter, saying the report bol-
sters his argument in favor of a 
bill he is sponsoring to phase 
in an increase in the minimum 
wage for full-time teachers to 
$40,000 by the 2023-2024 
school year.

Davis, however, said there 
are many districts that could 
not afford to do that without 
significantly more state fund-
ing, or raising local property 
taxes.

The report recommends the 
state take at least three steps to 
address the shortages: stream-
lining the process for obtaining 
substitute teacher licenses; ex-
panding programs for develop-
ing new teachers and gathering 
more data to more accurately 
predict, where shortages will 
occur and to identify unique 
challenges facing each district. 

Survey shows teacher shortages growing in Illinois ‘Tobacco 21’ bill clears 
the Illinois Senate

a new governor and a new 
chance to right past wrongs 
and make Illinois a healthier 
state,” Senate President John 
Cullerton, a Chicago Demo-
crat and ardent supporter of 
the legislation, said in a press 
release.

If Pritzker signs the bill, Illi-
nois would be the eighth state 
in the nation, and the first state 
in the Midwest, to have such a 
law on the books.

Cullerton was on the floor 
of the House when that cham-
ber approved the “Tobacco 21” 
legislation with bipartisan sup-
port Tuesday. The final tally in 
the House was 82 to 31. 

And House sponsor Camille 
Lilly, a Democratic representa-
tive from Chicago, was on the 
floor of the Senate Thursday 
watching as her Senate col-
league, Julie Morrison, secured 
enough Democratic votes to 
successfully pass the bill there.

Morrison, from Deerfield, is 
the sponsor of the initiative in 
her chamber.

“Senator Morrison did a 
wonderful job staying the 
course, going along with the 
different strategies and getting 
it done,” Lilly said. “It takes all 
of us. That’s what makes it dif-
ficult, but this is an amazing 
process.”
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  Residential 
& commercial. 
 217-346-2808

Powers Bros Construction
Concrete*Demolition*Excavating
*Gravel Drives.  
Call 217-419-5393

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today. Open Wed, Thu, Fri, 
Sat. 9 am-5 pm.  We pay cash!

Canyata Golf Club
21501 N. 1700th St.
Marshall, IL  62441
Help Wanted
Golf Course Maintenance Workers
Apply in person or call
217-826-9550 or 
815-325-2002

Help Wanted
Spring/Summer Work
Call 217-251-9370

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact George 
Dallmier at (217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center now 
accepting applications for 
spring farming season. Needing 
plant laborers and/or CDL drivers. 
To inquire call 765-665-3090 or 
apply in person at 1468 W US 36, 
Dana IN  47847

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center in 
Dana Indiana is looking for an 
Administrative Assistant for 
handling office tasks, comfortable 
with computers and good 
communication skills. To inquire 
call 765-665-3090 or apply in 
person at 1468 W US 36, Dana IN  
47847

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
Seasonal Facility Labor 
Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL. (If Interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact George 
Dallmier at (217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

GUN AUCTION 1035 Guns at 
Auction March 17th Sunday 9AM 
2601 Lake Land Blvd, Mattoon, IL 
Details & 5000 photos bauerauc-
tion.com 217-259-5956

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE 
AUCTION Ends: March 24th 1pm 
Location: Murphysboro, IL 2Bed, 
1.5Bath Condo with bathroom 
and flooring updates. 618-781-
3814 Details & Bidding: www.
LegacySells4u.com

1 Bedroom House. Newly 
remodeled.  Taking applications.
Unfurnished, No pets.
Adults. For viewing call 
217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
217-463-8800. 
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800.  
Leave message

Looking for ground to lease for 
hunting whitetail deer. If 
interested contact Jim at 
724 244 2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep.  
$650/mo 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 
1 and 2 BR apts.  
Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt , 
$550+dep 
Central air. , 
217-466-8210

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
JOHN STEPHEN GUYMON,
deceased.
No. 2019-P-7

CLAIM NOTICE
 
 Notice is given of the death of 
JOHN STEPHEN GUYMON of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 21, 
2019, to JULIA LYNN KELSHEIMER, 
as Independent Executor, 13198 
E. 1700th Road, Paris, Illinois 
61944,  whose attorney is DREW P. 
GRIFFIN, of JONES & GRIFFIN LAW 
OFFICES, P.C., 110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8, Paris, Illinois 61944.
 Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before September 4, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
 DATED this 26th day of February, 
2019.
JULIA LYNN KELSHEIMER, 
Independent Executor of the 
Estate of JOHN STEPHEN 
GUYMON,  deceased.

DREW P. GRIFFIN
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS    EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF:
DELORAS ANN DERY,
an Adult.
2019-MR-8

NOTICE

PLEASE BE ADVISED, there will be 
a Court Hearing on my request to 
change my name from DELORAS 
ANN DERY to the new name of 
DELORAS ANN WARD.  The Court 
Hearing will be held on the 23rd 
day of April, 2019, at 9:00 a.m., in 
Court room number 1, of the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.
Deloras Ann Dery

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY,
PARIS, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
PERLE KNIGHT,
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-12

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
Perle Knight.  Letters of Office 
were issued on March 7, 2019, to 
Carla Knight, 10148 E. 1950th Rd., 
Metcalf, IL 61940 as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is Karen 
L. Burkybile, 15175 US HWY 150, 
Paris, IL 61944.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both 
on or before September 9, 2019 (at 
least 6 months from the date of the 
1st publication), and any claim not 
filed within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representatives and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

Dated this 7th day of March, 2019.
Carla Knight,
Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney at Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-5525
kburkybile@frontier.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS, EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CINDY L. SOUGHERS
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-10

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of 
CINDY L. SOUGHERS.  Letters of 
Office were issued on March 4, 
2019, to DENNIS RUNYAN, 1102 
Chestnut, Johnston City, IL 62951 
and JEFFREY RUNYAN, 22395 
Bette Avenue, Port Charlotte, 
FL 33954 as Independent Co-
Executors, whose Attorney is S. 
Craig Smith, Asher & Smith, 1119 N. 
Main Street, P.O. Box 340, Paris, IL 
61944.
  Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 

Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before September 18, 2019 
(at least six months fromt he date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
Dated this 8th day of March, 2019.
DENNIS RUNYAN and JEFFREY 
RUNYAN
Representatives

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444
Fax: 217-463-2486

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that Kansas CUSD #3 will receive 
proposals for Property, General 
Liability, Crime, Cyber Liability, 
Inland Marine, Auto, Umbrella, 
School Board Legal Liability 
(SBLL), Worker’s Compensation, 
Treasurer’s Bond, Blanket Student 
Accident and Catastrophic Student 
Accident insurance coverage. 
Proposal specifications may be ob-
tained upon request from Bushue 
HR, Inc., P.O. Box 89 Effingham, 
IL 62401. Phone (217)342-3046. 
Please reference code TEN310 
when calling. All proposals are to 
be received by Kansas CUSD #3 
at 310 S. Front Street Kansas, IL 
61933 on or before 2:00p.m., May 
30, 2019; and will be opened at 
time specified.

TAX DEED NO. 2016TX1(21)
FILED March 7, 2019

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; Daniel D. Tomes; 
Preferred Bank; Occupant; Clayton 
Tomes; Leslie Wright a/k/a Leslie 
Tomes; Stephen E. Leonard;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.
  This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:
Lots Nos. 4, 5 and 6 in Block 2 in J. 
H. McGrew’s Subdivision of Lot 5 of 
W. S. Brown’s Addition to the Village 
of Kansas, Edgar County, Illinois.
SUBJECT to road rights of way, wa-
terways, easements, reservations, 
exceptions and limitations in use, 
existence or of record, if any.
Property Index Number 
08-16-26-189-001
   On July 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 27, 
2016 for general taxes of the year 
2015.  The period of redemption 
will expire July 8, 2019.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2016TX1(22)
FILED March 7, 2019

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; Tammy 
Cooley a/k/a Tammy Shanks; 
Bradley Cooley; Occupant;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.
  This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:
The South 47 feet of the North 
107 feet of Lot Nos. 13 and 14 in 
Ten Broeck’s and Others’ Addition 
to the Town, now City, of Paris, 
situated in the County of Edgar, in 
the State of Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-01-303-012
  On July 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 27, 
2016 for general taxes of the year 
2015.  The period of redemption 
will expire July 8, 2019.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2016TX1(23)
FILED March 7, 2019

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; Jeremy Malone; 
Carrie Malone; Occupant; Cameron 
Malone; The Morris Plan Company 
of Terre Haute Inc.; U.S. Bank NA, 
Successor Trustee to Bank of 
America NA, Successor in interest 
to LaSalle Bank NA, Successor 
Trustee, on behalf of the Registered 
Holders of Bear Stearns Asset 
Backed Securities I LLC, Asset 
Backed Certificates, Series 2004-
FR3, BY JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, 
NA, ITS ATTORNEY IN FACT, BY 
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, 
INC., ITS ATTORNEY IN FACT;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.
  This is NOTICE of the filing of 

the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:
Lots No. 8 and 9 of the County 
Clerk’s Subdivision of Out Lot No. 
244 of the City of Paris, as shown by 
Plat of said Subdivision recorded in 
Plat Book 2, Pages 446-9, situated 
in Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-434-006
  On July 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 27, 
2016 for general taxes of the year 
2015.  The period of redemption 
will expire July 8, 2019.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
(618) 457-4586

Notice of Finding of No 
Significant Impact and 

Notice of Intent to Request a 
Release of Funds

March 16, 2019
City of Paris
206 South Central
Paris, Illinois  61944
(217) 465-7601

These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the City of Paris, 
Illinois 

REQUEST FOR 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about April 3, 2019 the City 
of Paris will submit a request to the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
for the release of funds under 
Community Development Block 
Grant Funds under Section 104(h) 
of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as 
amended to undertake a project 
known as Tiger Senior Apartment 
Infrastructure Improvements for 
the purpose of the construction of 
providing necessary public infra-
structure improvements in support 
of the Tiger Senior Apartment 
project.  The public infrastructure 
improvements include street and 
storm sewer realignment, water 
main extension and the mill and 
resurfacing of a public alley way. 
Estimated CDBG funding for the in-
frastructure improvements is esti-
mated at approximately $391,000 
and the estimated non CDBG cost 
for the Tiger Apartments is approx-
imately $12,251,746.  Tiger Senior 
Apartments will be located at 309 
South Main Street, Paris, IL and the 
infrastructure improvements will 
be located at or adjacent to the site.

FINDING OF 
NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Paris has determined 
that the project will have no signifi-
cant impact on the human environ-
ment.  Therefore, an Environmental 
Impact Statement under the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  
Additional project information is 
contained in the Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) on file at 
Paris City Hall, 206 South Central, 
Paris, Illinois and may be and may 
be examined or copied weekdays 
8:30 A.M to 4:30 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency 
may submit written comments on 
the ERR to the City Administrator, 
City Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
Il 61944.    All comments received 
by April 1, 2019 will be considered 
by the City of Paris prior to au-
thorizing submission of a request 
for release of funds.  Comments 
should specify which Notice they 
are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The City of Paris certifies to the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity that 
Craig Smith in his capacity as 
Mayor, City of Paris, consents to ac-
cept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to 

enforce responsibilities in relation 
to the environmental review pro-
cess and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied.  The Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity’s approval 
of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities and 
allows the City of Paris to use 
Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

The Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity will accept objections 
to its release of funds and the 
City of Paris’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days following 
the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) only if they are 
on one of the following bases: (a) 
the certification was not executed 
by the Certifying Officer of the City 
of Paris; (b) the City of Paris has 
omitted a step or failed to make 
a decision or finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 
58; (c) the grant recipient or other 
participants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken 
activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of 
a release of funds by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity or (d) 
another Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written finding that 
the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental 
quality.  Objections must be pre-
pared and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and 
shall be addressed to the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity at 500 East 
Monroe, Springfield, Illinois 62701 
at    Potential objectors should 
contact the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity to verify the actual last 
day of the objection period.

Craig Smith
Mayor, City of Paris, Illinois

New Grandview Cemetery 
Association is now accepting 
mowing bids through March 
19, 2019 for the 2019 mowing 
season.  Send bids to Katie Knoll 
at 5288 E. 400th Rd., Kansas, IL 
61933.

LEGAL NOTICE
State of Illinois

Department of Agriculture

Notice is hereby given that the 
grain dealer license of Cargill, Inc. 
thru wholly-owned Cargill Dry 
Corn Ingredients, Inc., 616 South 
Jefferson Ave, Paris, IL 61944 has 
been voluntarily surrendered.  
This company has given formal 
notice to the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture of their election to 
voluntarily cease purchasing grain 
from producers.  Under the require-
ments of this voluntary election, 
grain cannot be received, picked 
up, or contracted for purchase 
after January 18, 2019.
If you have any questions, please 
notify the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, Bureau of Warehouses, 
State Fairgrounds, PO Box 19281, 
Springfield, Illinois 61794-9281 on 
or before April 18, 2019.
John Sullivan
Acting Director
Illinois Department of Agriculture

NOTICE OF SALE

Sealed bids will be received 
at the Edgar County Highway 
Department, 12637 E. 950th Rd., 
Paris, IL 61944, for the following 
surplus inventory until 10:00 a.m. 
March 26, 2019 and at the time be 
publicly opened and read.
2011 Crafco Melter, Pavement 
Cutter and Miscellaneous Material.
Bidding Form, Terms & Conditions 
can be obtained at the Edgar 
County Highway Department from 
the Operations Manager, Mr. Dirk 
Mohon at (217) 465-4139.

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304 • Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Sunday, March 17th @ Noon IL Time

Consignors include: Mick Armstrong, Fruin, McNary & Others!

Gold Coins, Silver, Quality Furniture, Antiques,
 Primitives, Collectibles & More!

Live & Online Bidding Available!

Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 
to browse & bid! Lots being added daily!

Extra Help – Medical Insurance Associate
Eastern Illinois University’s Health and Counseling Services – Student 
Insurance is seeking candidates for the position of Extra Help – Medical 
Insurance Associate. This position has responsibility for benefit counseling, 
eligibility, enrollment, cancellation, claim workup and adjudication.

Qualified candidates must have one (1) year of experience working with 
insurance, medical coding/billing, or related experience or education. 
Required job knowledge, skills and abilities include: extensive knowledge 
of medical terminology; knowledge of medical insurance claims processing, 
ICD, CPT, and HCPCS codes; HIPAA privacy and security policies; and 
industry standards, including physician and/or facility billing requirements. 

Health and Counseling Services – Student Insurance is a self-funded 
supplemental insurance plan for students at EIU. Our primary focus is to 
provide students with a policy to obtain the care necessary to maintain 
proper health, so that they may take full advantage of their academic 
opportunities. 

To apply, please submit application, resume, transcripts, and certification online at 
https://www.eiu.edu/~humanres/application/login.php 

Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled.  
Department of Human Resources -
Employment Eastern Illinois University 
600 Lincoln Avenue Charleston, IL 61920

This and other employment vacancies at EIU are located at:
http://www.eiu.edu/employment.php  
AA/EEOE

INVITATION TO BID 

The Edgar County Board is now 
accepting proposals to

 conduct Ambulance services in 
Special Service Area 

No.1 Ambulance District. 
Bid specifications are located at
www.edgarcountyillinois.com or

may be picked up in the 
County Clerk’s Office

 115 W. Court St., Rm J, 
Paris, IL.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

217-466-7433
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BRIEFLY
Governors push 
back against 
Tuump plan to 
slash Great Lakes 
Restoration 
funding

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker has joined 
his colleagues in the Great 
Lakes region to push back 
against President Donald 
Trump’s proposal to slash 
90 percent of the funding 
for the federal Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative.

That proposal is part of 
Trump’s $4.7 trillion budget 
plan for the upcoming fed-
eral fiscal year, which begins 
Oct. 1. The budget plan 
would greatly reduce fed-
eral spending on domestic 
programs while increasing 
defense spending.

Established in 2010, the 
GLRI received about $300 
million per year in funding 
through the Environmental 
Protection Agency. The 
EPA, in turn, distributes the 
money to other federal, state 
and local agencies to fund 
projects aimed at protecting 
the lakes from toxic sub-
stances, invasive species, 
runoff pollution and habitat 
degradation.

“Cleaning up the Great 
Lakes shouldn’t be a par-
tisan issue,” the governors 
said in a joint statement 
Wednesday. “We strongly 
urge President Trump and 
Vice President Pence, who 
is a former Great Lakes 
governor himself, to do 
what’s best for America by 
fully restoring funding to 
the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative.”

The statement was 
signed by Democratic Govs. 
Pritzker; Tony Evers, of 
Wisconsin; and Tom Wolf, of 
Pennsylvania; as well as Re-
publican Gov. Mike DeWine, 
of Ohio.

State lawmakers 
push for mental 
health reforms

SPRINGFIELD – A group 
of four Democratic state 
senators unveiled a slate 
of legislation they said will 
increase access to mental 
health treatment at a press 
conference Tuesday, March 
12.

“It’s no secret that we 
have a societal problem on 
our hands with the acces-
sibility of mental health 
treatment,” Tinley Park Sen. 
Michael Hastings said in a 
release. “We must make sure 
those who need help are able 
to receive it as quickly and 
safely as possible.” 

The first bill, Senate Bill 
35, is sponsored by Grayslake 
Sen. Melinda Bush. It requires 
insurers to cover all the costs 
of mental health treatment, 
including those for serious 
emotional disturbances. 

Bush said this measure 
specifically seeks to treat 
mental conditions in the ear-
liest stages of their develop-
ment, which private insurers 
often do not cover.

Senate Bill 1135, spon-
sored by Oak Park Sen. Don 
Harmon, lets psychologists 
with the proper training 
prescribe mental health 
treatment. 

Chicago Sen. Robert 
Peters’ legislation, Senate Bill 
1188, mandates that courts 
can put defendants of misde-
meanor cases into diversion-
ary mental health programs, 
rather than the criminal 
justice system, if they are 
deemed unfit for trial. 

Hastings, meanwhile, is 
sponsoring two bills: Senate 
Bill 1715, which allows phar-
macists with extra training 
to administer mental health 
drugs by injection; and 
Senate Bill 1716, which makes 
the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices and Medicaid managed 
care groups cover the costs 
of prescription medications 
recognized as treatment in 
the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Health 

Tax calculator unveiled
Republicans united against graduated tax; Pritzker asks for specific counterproposals 

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Passage of 
a statewide graduated income 
tax structure isn’t possible un-
til after November 2020, but 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
continued to stump for such a 
proposal Tuesday, announcing 
the launch of an online fair tax 
calculator at a Chicago news 
conference. 

Per the calculator, which is 
available at Illinois.gov/fairtax-
calculator, earners would not 
see an overall income tax in-
crease under Pritzker’s plan un-
til their taxable income reaches 
$252,336, putting them in the 
fourth of six proposed income 
brackets. The tax bill for that 
household would be $1 more 
than if the income was taxed 
at the current flat rate of 4.95 
percent. 

Under Pritzker’s plan, only 
earners whose income exceeds 
$1 million would be taxed at a 
flat rate – 7.95 percent – on ev-
ery penny of income. 

For all other earners, dif-
ferent rates ranging from 4.75 
percent to 7.85 percent would 
apply to different margins of in-
come, and the calculator would 
show how much more or less 
an earner would pay under the 
new plan. 

“For those who earn up to 
$250,000, this calculator will 
show you that you will get tax 
relief,” Pritzker said, acknowl-
edging that it would be modest 
relief in many situations. 

The lowest bracket’s rate is 
4.75 percent and it applies to 
an earner’s income from $0 
to $10,000. Once an earner’s 
income reaches the second 
bracket, the 4.75 rate would still 

apply to the first $10,000, and 
a 4.9 percent rate would apply 
from income between $10,001 
and $100,000. 

This structure continues 
through bracket three (4.95 
percent on income mar-
gins between $100,001 and 
$250,000), bracket four (7.75 
percent for income mar-
gins between $250,001 and 
$500,000), and bracket five 
(7.85 percent for income be-
tween $500,001 and $1 mil-
lion). 

From the governor’s per-
spective, the graduated tax is 
his best option to raise the $3.4 
billion necessary to balance 
the state’s current multi-bil-
lion-dollar budget hole. One 
other option is a 15 percent 
cut to all state funds, including 
K-12 education. 

Republicans have argued 
passing a graduated tax would 

allow Democrats to raise the 
tax bracket rates in the future, 
but Pritzker pointed out the 
Legislature already has the au-
thority to raise taxes. In fact, he 
said, his third option for balanc-
ing the budget is a 20 percent 
tax increase on 100 percent of 
Illinoisans if the graduated tax 
does not become law. 

“I respect the rights of op-
ponents to disagree with this 
proposal,” Pritzker said. “While 
they may not agree with my 
approach, they should do so in 
good faith and with a specific 
counter-proposal, not pie in the 
sky.” 

Every House Republican 
signed onto a resolution oppos-
ing a graduated tax last month, 
and the Senate Republican 
caucus released a statement last 
week saying, “without guar-
anteed protections for middle 
class families, we are opposed 

to the governor’s $3.4 billion 
tax increase.”

Assistant House Minori-
ty Leader Tom Demmer, a 
Dixon Republican, reiterated 
that sentiment Tuesday, not-
ing that added revenue from 
the plan wouldn’t be available 
until sometime between fiscal 
year 2021 and 2022, because 
a constitutional amendment is 
required to implement it. 

An amendment would re-
quire a three-fifths vote from 
both the Illinois House and 
Senate to place a question on 
the 2020 presidential election 
ballot, then it would need ap-
proval from 60 percent of those 
voting on the question or a 
majority of those voting in the 
election. After that, the Legis-
lature would have to approve 
rates for the governor to sign.   

“Demmer gave a list of add-
ed budget strains Republicans 

would oppose – including 
implementation of the mini-
mum wage increase and single 
payer health care, the former of 
which is already law – and he 
said Republicans would prefer 
to talk about such issues as job 
creation, workers’ compensa-
tion reform and investment in 
education. 

But he stopped short of of-
fering specific alternatives to 
closing the multi-billion-dollar 
structural gap in the state’s bud-
get. 

“Step one is let’s come up 
with a revenue estimate. Let’s 
bring in appropriations com-
mittees in the House and the 
Senate and start having hear-
ings,” Demmer said. “Bring in 
agency directors, bring in advo-
cacy groups to talk about what 
they see for this upcoming year, 
then let’s try to close that gap in 
a collaborative way.” 

1927 PIANO ONE OF THE LAST OF ITS KIND

Stephen Haas/The News-Gazette

The inner workings of a Steinway Duo-Art Reproducing Piano are shown in a secure room at the Music and Performing Arts 
Library on the University of Illinois campus in Urbana.

BY PAUL WOOD
The (Champaign) News-Gazette

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — You may 
have seen a player piano, but it's unlikely 
you ever saw one like this.

The 1927 piano is a treasure of the 
University of Illinois Music and Per-
forming Arts Library and has a room 
of its own, along with about 1,500 play-
er-piano rolls, some of which were cre-
ated by well-known musicians.

It may be one of the last to survive.
A reproducing player piano could 

accurately exhibit the full expression 
of playing, such as the dynamics of 
the pianist who recorded the rolls, said 
Kirstin Dougan, head of the Music and 
Performing Arts Library.

Companies called Ampico and Duo-
Art toured the country's great music 
halls with what they called compari-
son performances, in which the artists 
accompanied the pianos and music 
critics were encouraged to critique the 
concerts, according to Craig Brougher, 
a restorer.

In many ways, the punches in the pa-
per rolls recall early computer programs, 
when IBM cards — literally cardboard 
— were laboriously punched to create 
a simple program. They were still used 
in the 1970s at the University of Illinois.

Only about 5 percent of players sold 
were reproducing pianos.

Visitors can make appointments to 
view the piano and its extensive collec-
tion of rolls (each one a song, usually a 
dated one).

"I know that UI and Stanford are two 
libraries who have working pianos and 
rolls. There are only a few of these in the 
world, and this restored Steinway is in 
very good condition," Dougan said.

Mel Septon of Player Pianos Plus in 
Northbrook said the UI's reproducing 
player piano might be his last such res-
toration.

"Unfortunately, two people who have 
done this kind of work have passed. So, 
as far as the reproducing Steinways, it's 
going to be very difficult to find these 
parts," he said. "It's very time consum-
ing. I had to modify the parts and reg-
ulate the mechanism. But I'm really 
pleased and honored the university 
chose me."

Formally known as pianolas, or play-
er pianos, the earliest models were first 
on the market near the end of the 19th 
century.

"People didn't have radios then," she 
said. "This was their musical entertain-
ment if they couldn't play."

Player piano, pianola and reproduc-
ing piano are names sometimes used 
interchangeably, but the piano in the 
library is a reproducing piano, made by 
Duo-Art, which also made rolls.

The foot-driven player piano re-
quires some skill on the part of the 
operator to impart musical expression 
and phrasing, but "the reproducing pi-
ano is designed to achieve this without 
any manual intervention," a historian 
records.

“It actually recreated a live perfor-
mance,” Dougan said. “And this was 
long before the cassette tape or CD.”

Player piano puttering on

Stephen Haas/The News-Gazette

Kristin Doughan, head of the Univer-
sity of Illinois Music and Performing 
Arts Library, talks about the library’s 
collection of nearly 1,500 player-piano 
rolls recently in the Music Building on 
campus.

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A bill 
aimed at promoting voluntary 
donation of organs such as kid-
neys or bone marrow from liv-
ing donors is advancing in the 
Illinois Senate.

The Senate Revenue Com-
mittee voted Wednesday to 
advance Senate Bill 68, which 
would give private-sector 
employers a tax credit if they 
provide 30 days of paid organ 
donation leave for their em-
ployees.

The credit would only apply 
when an employee is actually 
off work for an organ donation. 
The amount would be 25 per-
cent of that employee’s salary 
or wages for the period of time 
he or she is off.

“A kidney transplant acts 
as a literal lifeline for patients 
suffering from kidney failure, 
who must either receive a 
transplant or stay on dialysis 
for the duration of their lives,” 
Megan Craig, director of pro-
grams for the National Kidney 
Foundation of Illinois, told the 
committee. 

Craig said there is currently 
a severe shortage of available 
organs from deceased donors 
in the United States. As a re-
sult, more than 3,500 Illinois 
residents are on a waiting list 
for a kidney, with some waiting 
for six years or more.

Also testifying Wednesday 
was 9-year-old Evan Simms, of 
South Wilmington, who was 
born with failing kidneys and 
spent several months on dial-
ysis before receiving a kidney 
from a living donor before his 
second birthday.

To qualify for the tax credit, 
an employer would have to of-
fer 30 days of organ donation 
leave to all of its employees, and 
the maximum credit would be 
$20,833.33 per employee.

The committee voted unan-
imously to advance the bill to 
the full Senate, where it is now 
awaiting action.

Senate bill 
encouraging 
organ donor 
advances
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